
Dublin City Council’s Historians in Residence



Established in 2017 as part 
of our Decade of Centenaries 
programme

Originally set up and managed 
by Dublin City Libraries.

Now a collaboration between 
libraries and the Dublin City 
Council Culture Company



6 historians were 
recruited and assigned 
to each Council area
and to Dublin City 
Library & Archive



The historians 
engage with lots of 
different community 
groups

Some examples from Cormac Moore:

Donnycarney Irish Country womens’ 
Association

Foxfield/Kilbarrack Ladies Club

Grange Woodbine Residents Association

Killester Garden Village Committee

Killester Men's Shed

Whitehall Active Retirement Association

Whitehall Colmcille Men's Shed

Men’s shed tour with James Curry

Weaving workshop with Cathy Scuffil



They 
give talks 
and 
deliver 
lecture 
series



The historians cover a 
wide range of topics

Some examples from James Curry:

A Walking Tour of Glasnevin Village

Irish Newspaper Archives Workshop

Remembering Cathal Brugha

Shelbourne FC

The 1923 FAI Cup

The Irish Women Workers' Union

The Life of Seamus Ennis



The historians cover a 
wide range of topics

Some examples from Cathy 
Scuffil:

Buildings of Rialto

Dublin Place Names

Dublin Pub Names

Sources in Local History

The South Circular Road

Weaving in The Liberties

When the Postboxes Turned 
Green

Women of Dublin 8



The historians cover 
a wide range of 
topics

Some examples from Mary 
Muldowney:

Going to the Flicks

Social conditions in the late 
nineteenth century

The Dublin Cattle Market

Women Activists in the Civil 
War



Dervilia Roche has been working as Dublin's Historian-in-
Residence for Children since September 2020 in a  
collaboration between Dublin City Libraries and the Dublin 
City Council Culture Company
Based in Richmond Barracks, Dervilia works with a broad 
range of schools and libraries, including:

St Brigid's, the Coombe

St Canice's GNS

St David's NS, Artane

St Fiachra's, Beaumont

St Francis NS

St Joseph's, Coolock

St Peter's NS Phibsborough

Stanhope St Primary School

Scoil Fhursa, Kilmore

Warrenmount Primary School



Some of the public workshops, historical events and talks 
delivered by Dervilia:

1916 at Richmond Barracks

Ancient Animals

Ancient Irish Writing

Brigid the Goddess and Saint

Famine and emigration

Life in Medieval Dublin

Local history of Coolock

Local history of Inchicore

Local history of Phibsborough

Saint Patrick

Secret Symbols

Secrets of the Solstice

Valentines and Love Tokens



Five volumes of History on Your Doorstep



Five volumes of History on Your Doorstep

• Published annually

• Distributed free-of-
charge through the 
libraries

• Each edition has 
‘sold out’

• Volumes 1-4 
reprinted in 2022 
due to demand

• Volume 6 will be 
launched on 1 
October at the 
Dublin Festival of 
History



• 78 events

• 3,189 attendees2017

• 328 events

• 9,687 attendees2018

• 381 events

• 23,632 attendees2019

• 74 events 

• 7,189 attendees2021

• 118 events

• 3,886 attendees2022

• 200 events

• 4,800 attendees2023

1,179 events!

52,383 attendees!



New open call for 
historians issued by the 
Culture Company
• Contracts to run from January 2024



Go raibh maith agat!


