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SPC Smart Cities Update

Future Proofing Dublin 

“New technologies are continuing to have 
major impacts on economy, society and the 
workplace and are fundamentally changing 
many traditional industries, processes and 
modes of communication. Being aware of 
and ready to take advantage of new trends 
in technology is essential.

Delivering a dynamic, sustainable city that 
is future ready 
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Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie

Manna has been operating since 2020 in Ireland 
and has recorded about 5,000 real-world 
deliveries in the suburbs of Galway and Dublin. 
The team has also performed close to 90,000 
test flights to date.

Notable Operations

3

4



07/09/2023

3

Future is happening now in our cities and towns!
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Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie

AN INITIATIVE OF THE FOUR DUBLIN LOCAL AUTHORITIES TO

ENGAGE WITH TECHNOLOGY PROVIDERS, RESEARCHERS AND

CITIZENS TO SOLVE CHALLENGES AND IMPROVE QUALITY OF LIFE.

Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie

The City as a collaborator – challenge based approach 
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Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie
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Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie

1. Connectivity 

• Experimentations on Connectivity 

• Pilots and test-bedding

• 5G Whitepaper

• Wifi4EU 

• Telecoms Unit Established April 2022 -

One Stop Shop

• Telecoms Infra Project (TIP) 

• Dublin Regional Enterprise Plan

• World Economic Forum 

• City Telecoms Association

Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie
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Docklands 5G Testbed – Future Telecoms

Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie
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Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie
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LIVE WEBSITE DEMO

https://www.dublincity.ie/business/economic-development-and-enterprise/telecoms

Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie

• Mastercard Spend 

• Big Belly Impact Analysis 

• Wifi4EU performance

• Drones Monitoring 

• Google AirView / Hackathon

• Smart Tourism – data insights 

• Dublin Economic Monitor

2. Data Insights Programme
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2. Data Insights Programme

Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie
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Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie
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Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ieBig Belly Bins Docklands – Data Insights (20k records)

Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie

• DCC Drones Strategy

• Digital Twin Programme 

• Ring Buoys 

• Gully Monitoring 

• Smart Mobility Hub 

• Kerbside Management 

• Last Mile Deliveries

• AR and Tourism

3. Emerging Technology Programme 

23

24



07/09/2023

13

Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie

Accelerating the Potential of Drones for Local Government

9

Available on smartdublin.ie

Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie
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Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie

• Seeking a process to

SOLVING CHALLENGES LOCALLY & SCALING

Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie
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Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie
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DCC partnership for Radar sensors at the three main entrance to Glasnevin

Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie

Using real time 
datasets to simulate 

scenarios
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Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie

33

34



07/09/2023

18

Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie

Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie
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Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie

• Smart Districts Approach fundamental

• Academy of the Near Future

• UN Digital Rights /Public Sector Duty 

4. Engagement Programme
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The Smart Dublin Districts
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Smart DCU Testing Environment

Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie
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Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie
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Jamie.Cudden@dublincity.ie

Connected Healthcare ecosystem

5/6G in Healthcare workshop 
● Brought academics, 

industry, city and 

healthcare professionals 

together

● Key takeaways: 

coordinated approach to 

connected healthcare; 

need for 

funding/investment; cost of 

deployment; alignment on 

potential use-cases

● Opportunity to build upon 

DCC telecoms agenda, 

CONNECT research, 

eHealth strategies and 

deliver significant societal 

impact
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Drone  

delivery

Connected 

ambulances

Remote 

consultations

Immersive 

training & 

triage

Smart Docklands District

Trinity 
College 
Dublin

Industry  

Dublin 
City Council

Communities
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“Smart Docklands is a unique partnership between Dublin City

Council and the SFI Connect Centre for Future Networks and

Connectivity based in Trinity College Dublin to future proof

Dublin. Supporting the acceleration and adoption of new and

emerging technologies for Cities”

Smart Docklands was the first of Dublin’s ‘smart districts’” which has

now expanded to 5 districts.

Shaping the Future of Cities

Experimenting 
with new 

connectivity 
for city 

services

Smart City Technology
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Docklands Innovation Tours 
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Building awareness & empowering young 
people & local authority staff to tackle 
21st-century city challenges

Engagement Programme
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Prototyping ideas & 
presenting to city 
leaders

March 2023: Delivered pilot module on 
Digital Rights and the Public Sector Duty in 
collaboration with UN-Habitat and the Cities 
Coalition for Digital Rights

Module 2: Privacy and Ethics & Digital Rights 

Delivery 
robots 
in 
Dublin

What are the privacy and ethical implications of deploying 
technology solutions in Dublin? 
● Impacted stakeholder groups 
● Intended & unintended consequences 

Connection between digital rights and the Irish Public Sector 
Duty 
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Jan 2024 Call For Pilots 

“We are big enough yet small enough to be an ideal location 

to pilot new city services & solutions.”

www.smartdublin.ie

Jamie Cudd
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http://www.smartdublin.ie/
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