
Dublin City Strategic
Heritage Plan

Achievements to date and process



What is the Heritage Plan?

• Deepen our understanding of the archaeological, architectural and 
cultural heritage dimensions through research and dissemination, 
• Improve the management of our heritage, 
• Raise awareness by providing broad public access to high quality 

heritage information. 



Funding the Heritage Plan

• County Heritage Plan Grant Scheme (Heritage Council)
• Creative Ireland Fund
• Irish Walled Towns Network



DUBLIN CITY STRATEGIC HERITAGE PLAN

The way we work
Through collaboration work with
Archaeology, Conservation and Heritage (Planning and Property 
Development Depeartment)
• Professional officers from other Council Departments including City 

Arts Office, City Architects, Dublin City Library and Archive
• External stakeholders and key project partners



14 Henrietta Street Museum (2015 – 2018)
This conservation/adaptive 
reuse and museum 
development project 
commenced in 2015 and 
finished in 2018.
Part-funded by the Centenaries 
Capital Projects fund. Guided 
by an expert advisory group. 
Now managed by the Dublin 
City Council Culture Company.

RIAI Awards 2018
Awarded Best Conservation Project, and
The Special Jury Award.
European Union Prize for Cultural 
Heritage/Europa Nostra Awards 2018 Prize for 
Conservation, Special Mention of the Jury.
European Union Prize for Contemporary 
Architecture, Shortlisted.



Saint Luke’s, The Coombe
Páirc Lúcáis Naofa (2016 – 2020) 
Implementation of the Part VIII 
scheme (2008) by Bernard Seymour 
Landscape Architects and Shaffrey 
Architects and Saint Luke’s 
Conservation Plan (2005) resulting in:
New pocket park providing a new 
retaining boundary wall incorporating 
access ramp and steps.
Conservation of grave markers.
Creation of Biodiversity-rich 
graveyard garden.
Green Schools facilities for 
neighbouring St Brigid’s.
Part M access and Fire Safety routes 
to/from church (now Thomas Burgh 
House).



Hentown
HENTOWN (2017) was a Dublin City 
Council co-production of site-specific 
theatrical work with theatre company 
ANU set in a Dublin tenement in 1963.

Sell-out shows staged in 14 Henrietta 
Street August – October, Wednesday to 
Sunday, 5 performances per day.

Irish Times Irish Theatre Awards 
2018 
Awarded People’s Choice Award



Research and Publication

The Best Address in 
Town, Henrietta Street, 
Dublin and Its First 
Residents, 1730 – 1780 
Author: Dr Melanie Hayes
Publisher: Four Courts Press
Publication date: Forthcoming 2020

Spectral Mansions, The 
Making of a Dublin 
Tenement, 1800 - 1914
Author: Dr Timothy Murtagh
Publisher: Four Courts Press
Publication date: Forthcoming 2020

MUSEUM (an artistic response 
to 14 Henrietta Street)
Artists: Paula Meehan, Dragana Jurisic
Publisher: Dublin City Council and 
Dublin City Council Culture Company
Publication date: 2019

Original academic 
research and artistic 
responses relating to 
Henrietta Street and 
subsequent 
publications 
commissioned by 
Heritage Office
with grant support 
from Heritage Council 
under County Heritage 
Plan Grant Scheme.



Research and Publication

More than concrete 
blocks, Vol.I 1900 - 1940
Authors: Ellen Rowley (editor), Carole 
Pollard, Shane O’Toole, Merlo Kelly, 
Natalie De Roiste
Publisher: Dublin City Council
Publication date: 2016, 2019

More than concrete 
blocks, Vol.II 1940 - 1972
Authors: Ellen Rowley (editor), Carole 
Pollard, Shane O’Toole, Merlo Kelly, 
Natalie De Roiste
Publisher: Dublin City Council
Publication date: 2019

Dublin Through the Ages: 
The City Walls (free booklet and 
travelling exhibition)
Authors: Linzi Simpson
Edited by: Charles Duggan, Ruth Johnson.
Publisher: Dublin City Council (Heritage 
and Archaeology Sections)
Publication date: 2020

Original social and 
architectural history 
research into the 
processes of 
modernisation in Dublin 
during the 20th century. 
Subsequent publications 
commissioned by 
Heritage Office
with grant support from 
Heritage Council under 
County Heritage Plan 
Grant Scheme.



Access to Heritage Data
County Dublin Archaeology GIS 
Following a review of the Dublin City 
Industrial Heritage Record (DCIHR, 2006 –
2009 ) it was edited and geo-referenced and 
made available to all on the heritagemaps.ie

Heritage Plan project (2016 (review), 2018) 
working with the City Archaeologist and 
County Dublin Heritage Officers. 



Virtual Heritage
Commissioned by the Planning Department, 
The City and the Rising is a web resource 
which spatially presents the key sites of the 
1916 Rising using computer animated videos 
recreating Sackville Street, St. Stephen’s 
Green, and the Battle of Mount Street, and 
incorporating archival photograph and text. 
Animated sequenced were developed using 
VR technology.



Virtual Heritage
Dublin City Council Heritage 
and Archaeology sections, in 
partnership with Dublinia, The 
Medieval Trust, repurposed the 
City Council’s Medieval Dublin 
DVD, as a free online heritage 
educational resource focusing 
primary and secondary school 
curriculum. The City Walls iOS 
App (iPhone and iPad) was also 
updated.

Funded by the Dublin City 
Heritage Plan and Irish Walled 
Towns Network grant support.



Education and Awareness Raising

Conserving your Dublin Period House 
An annual CPD accredited lecture series 
for specifiers and homeowners organised 
in partnership with the Irish Georgian 
Society

Victorian Dublin Revealed
Once off lecture series organised 
in partnership with the Irish 
Georgian Society in 2019.

Great Georgian Architects
Once off lecture series organised in 
partnership with the Irish Georgian 
Society in 2018.



Support and Collaboration

Royal Irish 
Academy/Irish 
Historic Towns Atlas 
Suburban Dublin 
series. Clontarf (2018) 
Rathmines (2020)

Gardening for 
Biodiversity is free. It 
has been distributed 
to over 1000 homes 
in Dublin in 2020 
since lockdown.

The Buildings of 
Ireland Charitable 
Trust
Dublin City and County 
Volume 

Dublin City Council, 
through the Heritage 
Plan, provides multi-
annual or once-off 
subvention to a range of 
heritage research projects 
and publications.



Heritage Office – (Ongoing work)

1. The Dublin School of Decorative Plasterwork 1745-1775)
2. Care and Conservation of Decorative Plasterwork
3. Wide Streets Commissioners Research Project and survey
4. Built to Last: Energy Efficiency in Pre-1945 Dwellings in Dublin City
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Review of the Heritage Plan

Emerging themes for the new Strategic Heritage Plan
Community Engagement / Participation 
Access to Heritage
Broader Definition of Heritage 
Collaboration
Climate Action (an overarching theme)
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New Heritage Plan Process
• Your City Your Voice Public Survey 
• Stakeholder consultation
• Draft Plan on Public Display (Quarter 4, 2021) 
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New Strategic Heritage Plan Process

• Establishing a Dublin City Heritage Forum



Thank you
Charles Duggan, Heritage Officer

charles.duggan@dublincity.ie


