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Lord Mayor's Business
In Memoriam
Dr. Emer Holohan. Wife of Chief Medical Officer Dr. Tony Holohan and daughter of
Frank Feeley, former Dublin City Manager. Sympathies to Dr. Tony, Clodagh and
Ronan Holohan and to Frank and the Feely family at this sad time.

Special Meeting 8th March at 6.15pm
A special Meeting of Dublin City Council will be held next Monday 8th March at 6.15pm
to discuss the Land Development Agency Bill, the Affordable Housing Bill, so as to
solicit the views of the Law Agent, the Housing Manager and the Chief Executive and
that the views of the Councillors will be documented and a report sent to the Housing
Minister.
Meeting with Minister McEntee on Knife Crime
Following the Motions passed at the February City Council meeting in relation to Knife
Crime in the City, a meeting of myself and a cross-party delegation of Councillors with
Minister McEntee and the Garda Commissioner will be held this Wednesday.
Lord Mayor’s Taskforce on Homelessness
Minister Darragh O’Brien attended a meeting of the Lord Mayor’s Task Force on
Homelessness on Friday 5th February. Functions moved to Sub-Group of Housing
SPC.
Statement of solidarity with Syria
Councillor Janet Horner has asked that this Council supports a statement of solidarity
to mark 10 years on March 15th since the devastating conflict in Syria began. The
conflict has cost thousands of lives, displaced millions and transformed the borders of
Europe. Over the past 10 years, we've seen heart-breaking images and heard the
stories of the human cost of this conflict and the resulting journeys for refuge. At the
moment of the 10-year anniversary, it is important to bring the conflict and those
impacted by it back into our minds and recommit to humanitarian action and support
for all those fleeing conflicts.
Statement on behalf of Dublin City Council:
"Dublin City Council, on behalf of the residents of our city, expresses our deep sorrow
at reaching the milestone of a decade of devastating conflict in Syria which has
displaced 13 million people, and forced many to take perilous, often fatal journeys to
seek refuge. We regret that our collective response across Europe has been
inadequate in the face of this humanitarian catastrophe. We extend our thanks to
those who have provided life-saving humanitarian assistance in Syria, and in the
region. We also thank those who have assisted Syrians fleeing conflict and
persecution who have sought asylum here, in Europe and across the globe. We
commend and encourage Ireland’s continued funding to support the humanitarian
needs of all those still living in crisis and uncertainty, as well as Ireland’s important
voice in ensuring that the rights and dignity of those in need are not forgotten. We
welcome Ireland’s willingness, in the UN Security Council, to co-facilitate international
negotiations to maintain humanitarian access in northern Syria where 2.7m people
internally displaced by the conflict are in desperate need of such assistance.
And we welcome and thank those Syrians who have made a home in Dublin for their
endurance, their contribution to this city, our communities and our shared culture. And
we, united as a city and across our political differences, pledge that Dublin should
always be a place of welcome and sanctuary to those fleeing violence and conflict."
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Ceisteanna fé Bhuan Ordú Úimhir 18
It was moved by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by Councillor
Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council approves the Dublin Chief Executive
answering the questions lodged. The motion having been put and carried, written
answers to the 136 questions lodged for the City Council meeting were issued. The
Questions and Answers are set out in Appendix A to these minutes.
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Correspondence
(a)

Letter dated the 26th January 2021 from Galway County Council conveying the
terms of a resolution passed at their recent meeting that Galway County
Council circulate the "Agri Kids Be Safe Presentation" to all thirty one Local
Authorities and invite each local authority to join in this imitative of Farming
Safety and Safety Measures in Council Awareness Programs at a local level.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of this
letter. The motion was put and carried.

(b)

Letter dated the 3rd February 2021 from Clare County Council conveying the
terms of a resolution passed at their recent meeting calling on the Minister for
Transport, Climate, Environment and Communication to provide specific
funding to all local authorities in order to create a role for an active and
sustainable travel officer so that alternatives to the dependency on cars can be
worked on. The role would also include modal shift, behavioural change and
designing for the active mobility of people of all ages and abilities who have a
right of access to our public streets.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of this
letter. The motion was put and carried.

(c)

Letter dated 2nd February 2021 from Limerick County Council conveying the
terms of a resolution passed at their recent meeting that Limerick City and
County Council acknowledge the oversight role played by Councils in mother
and baby homes, and call on all Councils to write to the Government to
establish a national day of recognition for the women and their children
impacted; and that the Council write to the Minister for Children asking that the
survivors be given access to a written copy of Final Report of the Commission
of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of this
letter. The motion was put and carried.

(d)

Letter dated 2nd February 2021 from Limerick County Council conveying the
terms of a resolution passed at their recent meeting that Limerick City and
County Council requests the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage to immediately suspend the statutory time period for the preparation
of the Draft Limerick Development Plan 2022 - 2028 until such time as (a)
public health restrictions are lifted to allow for safe face-to-face engagement
between the Elected Members, the public and the Executive and {b) the
Department provides a definition of the 'social and economic need' as referred
to in the National Planning Framework.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of this
letter. The motion was put and carried.

(e)

Letter dated 9th February 2021 from Clare County Council conveying the terms
of a resolution passed at their recent meeting that given the impact Covid 19
has had nationally on work and living patterns, and the opportunities this
creates to 'proactively address issues of town/village decline' and to promote
'compact growth' in those settlements, we would ask the Minister of Housing,

Local Government and Heritage that he undertake a review to the current
National Planning Framework, and prior to the outcome, he remove reference
to, and requirement for local authorities to adhere to, the two tiered approach
to land zoning in the delivery of the next County Development Plan due to its
negative impact on the 'facilitation of the building of homes within the existing
footprint of rural settlements' and the ability to deliver on our own rural
development goals. We further request this motion be forwarded to every one
of our Oireachtas members and to every other local authority in Ireland for
consideration.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of this
letter. The motion was put and carried.
(f)

Letter dated 16th February 2021 from South Dublin County Council conveying
the terms of a resolution passed at their recent meeting that during the
massive struggle that has been waged by ex- Debenhams workers across the
company's 11 stores in Ireland the deficit of workers protection in liquidations
has again been sharply exposed. This Council calls for the immediate
implementation of the Duffy/Cahill Report, compiled in 2016 in the aftermath of
The Clery's dispute- as one way of strengthening workers' rights and tackling
the legal outs provided to major corporations who engage in tactical
liquidations in order to avoid their obligations under hard won workers' rights. If
passed this Council communicates such in writing to Government, to all Local
Authorities and to the ICTU offering its support for implementation.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of this
letter. The motion was put and carried.

(g)

Letter dated 15th February 2021 from Tipperary County Council conveying the
terms of a resolution passed at their recent meeting that Tipperary County
Council write to the Minister of Environment, Climate and Communication,
Eamon Ryan, TD seeking a 75% rebate in the PSO levy on ESB bills for
Community Halls and facilities because of their inability to fundraise due to
Covid-19.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of this
letter. The motion was put and carried.

(h)

Letter dated 16th February 2021 from Kerry County Council conveying the
terms of two resolutions passed at their recent meeting (a) that Kerry County
Council writes to Ms. Samantha Power, newly appointed Head of US Aid by
President Biden to address this Council at some future date and (b) that Kerry
Country Council calls on the Government to utilise its seat on the United
Nations Security Council to deliver Statehood to the Palestinian people.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of this
letter. The motion was put and carried.
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To confirm the minutes of the City Council Meeting held on 1st February 2021.
The minutes of the City Council Meeting held on 1st February 2021 having been
printed, certified by the Meetings Administrator, circulated to the Members and taken
as read, were signed by the Lord Mayor.
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Report No. 57/2021 of the Chief Executive (O. Keegan) - In compliance with Section
138 of the Local Government Act 2001 informing the Council of works which are about
to commence and in compliance with the Planning and Development Regulations
2001, Part 8: Proposed demolition of Funeral Home and outbuildings at Scoil Eanna
Crumlin Road, Rafter's Road and Rafter's Lane, Crumlin, Dublin 12.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by Councillor
Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of Report No. 57/2021
and hereby approves the proposals set out therein. The motion was put and carried.
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Report No. 65/2021 of the Central Area Manager (K. Mitchell) - With reference to the
proposed Extinguishment of the public right of way over that part of the lane that is to
the rear of the dwellings at Goldsmith Street, Berkeley Road, Saint Vincent’s Street
North and North Circular Road, Dublin 7.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by Councillor
Michael Pidgeon that we, the Lord Mayor and Members of Dublin City Council, being
the Roads Authority for the City of Dublin and being of the opinion that the public right
of way over that part of the lane that is to the rear of the dwellings at Goldsmith Street,
Berkeley Road, Saint Vincent’s Street North and North Circular Road, Dublin 7, as
shown on the attached Drawing No. RM 37539, is no longer required for public use,
extinguish the public right of way in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act
1993.
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Disposal of Fee Simple and Freehold Interest:
The Lord Mayor left the meeting at 6.35pm and Deputy Lord Mayor Mary
Callaghan took over the chairing of the meeting until 8.35pm when the Lord
Mayor returned.
(a)

Report No. 73/2021 of the Executive Manager (M. Hayes) - With reference to
the disposal of the Fee Simple Interest under the Landlord and Tenant (Ground
Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 in 7 premises.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 73/2021 and assents to the proposal outlined therein. The motion
was put and carried.

(b)

Report No. 74/2021 of the Executive Manager (P. Clegg) - With reference to
the proposed disposal of the Council’s freehold interest in the property known
as 153 North Circular Road, Dublin 7 (Adelphi House).
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 74/2021 and assents to the proposal outlined therein. The motion
was put and carried.

(c)

Report No. 79/2021 of the Executive Manager (P. Clegg) - With reference to
the proposed disposal of the Council’s freehold interest in the property known
as 1/1A Capel Street and 1A Lower Ormond Quay, Dublin 1.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 79/2021 and assents to the proposal outlined therein. The motion
was put and carried.
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Disposal of Property:
(a)

Report No. 75/2021 of the Executive Manager (P. Clegg) - With reference to
the proposed disposal of a plot of land to the rear of No. 3 Hanover Square,
Christchurch, Dublin 8.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 75/2021 and assents to the proposal outlined therein. The motion
was put and carried.

(b)

Report No. 76/2021 of the Assistant Chief Executive (R. Shakespeare) - With
further reference to the proposed disposal of ten apartments in New Priory,
Hole in the Wall Road, Dublin 13.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 76/2021 and assents to the proposal outlined therein. The motion
was put and carried.

(c)

Report No. 77/2021 of the Assistant Chief Executive (R. Shakespeare) - With
Reference to the proposed exchange of apartments in New Priory, Hole in the
Wall Road, Dublin 13 between Dublin City Council and St. Michael’s House.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 77/2021 and assents to the proposal outlined therein. The motion
was put and carried.
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Report No. 02/2021 of the Chief Executive (O. Keegan) - Capital Programme 2021 to
2023.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by Councillor
Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of Report No. 02/2021.
The motion was put and carried.
It was also agreed by the Chief Executive that presentations would be given to the
Area and Strategic Policy Committees in regards to Capital Projects relating to their
areas.
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Report No. 72/2021 of the Assistant Chief Executive & City Engineer (J. Flanagan) On the proposed Section 85 Agreement regarding the progression of the Finglas Area
Roundabouts Improvement Scheme - Jamestown Road Roundabout.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by Councillor
Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of report 72/2021 and
hereby approves the Section 85 Agreement in relation to the options selection,
preliminary & detailed design and construction of the Jamestown Road roundabout
upgrade, as outlined therein. The motion was put and carried.
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Report No. 60/2021 of the Chief Executive (O. Keegan) - On the proposed section 85
Agreement for the provision of Social Housing via a Public Private Partnership Bundle 3 of the National Social Housing PPP Programme.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by Councillor
Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of report 60/2021 and
hereby approves the Section 85 Agreement regarding the Provision of Social Housing
via a Public Private Partnership, as outlined therein. The motion was put and carried.

The Assistant Chief Executive also agreed to circulate to all Members a report on the
proposals for Crumlin Fire Brigade Station.
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Report No. 70/2021 of the Assistant Chief Executive (B. Kenny) - With reference to the
Housing Strategic Policy Committee Report on the Development of Lands at Oscar
Traynor Road.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by Councillor
Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of Report No. 70/2021
and assents to the proposed tenure mix for any new plan for the development of these
lands. The motion was put to a vote and was carried. Full details of the vote can be
found in Appendix B to these minutes.
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Social Housing Supply and Delivery Reports:
(a)

Report No. 39/2021 of the Assistant Chief Executive (B. Kenny) - Social
Housing Supply and Delivery February Monthly Update Report.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 39/2021. The motion was put and carried.

(b)

Report No. 68/2021 of the Assistant Chief Executive (B. Kenny) - Social
Housing Supply and Delivery March Monthly Update Report.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 68/2021. The motion was put and carried.
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Report No. 59/2021 of the Head of Finance (K. Quinn) - Monthly Local Fund
Statement.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by Councillor
Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of Report No. 59/2021.
The motion was put and carried.
Following a request from the Chair of the Finance SPC, Cllr. Seamas McGrattan it
was agreed to reconvene the Budget Consultative Group.
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Report No. 58/2021 of the Traffic and Transport Strategic Policy Committee Proposed Changes to Parking Enforcement Policy.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by Councillor
Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of Report No. 58/2021
and assents to the proposal outlined therein. The motion was put and carried.
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Report No. 67/2021 of the Assistant Chief Executive & City Engineer (J. Flanagan) Update on the implementation of proposed Cycling Projects.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by Councillor
Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of Report No. 67/2021.
The motion was put and carried.
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Report No. 62/2021 of the Chief Executive (O. Keegan) - Monthly Management
Report.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by Councillor
Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of Report No. 62/2021.
The motion was put and carried.
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Strategic Policy Committee Breviates:
(a)

Report No. 34/2021 of the Climate Action, Environment & Energy Strategic
Policy Committee - Breviate of the meeting held on the 25th November 2020,
Councillor Michael Pidgeon, Chairperson.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 34/2021. The motion was put and carried.

(b)

Report No. 51/2021 of the Housing Strategic Policy Committee - Breviate of
the meeting held on the 13th January 2021, Councillor Alison Gilliland,
Chairperson.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 51/2021. The motion was put and carried.

(c)

Report No. 66/2021 of the Finance Strategic Policy Committee - Breviate of the
meeting held on the 21st January 2021, Councillor Séamas McGrattan,
Chairperson.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 66/2021. The motion was put and carried.

(d)

Report No. 61/2021 of the Traffic & Transport Strategic Policy Committee Breviate of the meeting held on the 3rd February 2021, Councillor Christy
Burke, Chairperson.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 61/2021. The motion was put and carried.
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Central Area Committee Breviates:
(a)

Report No. 52/2021 of the Central Area Committee - Breviate of the meeting
held on the 12th January 2021, Councillor Janice Boylan, Chairperson.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 52/2021. The motion was put and carried.

(b)

Report No. 53/2021 of the Central Area Committee - Breviate of the Special
Meeting held on the 13th January 2021, Councillor Janice Boylan,
Chairperson.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 53/2021. The motion was put and carried.

(c)

Report No. 54/2021 of the Central Area Committee - Breviate of the Special
Meeting held on the 19th January 2021, Councillor Janice Boylan,
Chairperson.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 54/2021. The motion was put and carried.

(d)

Report No. 64/2021 of the Central Area Committee - Breviate of the meeting
held on the 9th February 2021, Councillor Janice Boylan, Chairperson.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 64/2021. The motion was put and carried.
The Lord Mayor agreed to write to the head of An Bord Pleanála in relation to
the North Lotts – Grand Canal Dock SDZ following a request from Councillor
Ray McAdam.
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North Central Area Committee Breviates:
(a)
Report No. 38/2021 of the North Central Area Committee - Breviate of the
meeting held on 18th January 2021, Councillor Donna Cooney, Chairperson.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 38/2021. The motion was put and carried.
(b)

Report No. 71/2021 of the North Central Area Committee - Breviate of the
meeting held on the 15th February 2021, Councillor Donna Cooney,
Chairperson.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 71/2021. The motion was put and carried.
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North West Area Committee Breviates:
(a)
Report No. 41/2021 of the North West Area Committee - Breviate of the
meeting held on 19th January 2021, Councillor Caroline Conroy Chairperson.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 41/2021. The motion was put and carried.
(b)

Report No. 80/2021 of the North West Area Committee - Breviate of the
meeting held on the 16th February 2021, Councillor Caroline Conroy,
Chairperson.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 80/2021. The motion was put and carried.
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Report No. 78/2021 of the South Central Area Committee - Breviate of the meeting
held on the 17th February 2021, Councillor Vincent Jackson, Chairperson.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by Councillor
Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of Report No. 78/2021.
The motion was put and carried.
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South East Area Committee Breviates:
(a)

Report No. 31/2021 of the South East Area Committee - Breviate of the
meeting held on the 11th January 2021, Councillor Dermot Lacey,
Chairperson.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 31/2021. The motion was put and carried.

(b)

Report No. 63/2021 of the South East Area Committee - Breviate of the
meeting held on the 8th February 2021, Councillor Dermot Lacey, Chairperson.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 63/2021. The motion was put and carried.
Following a request by Councillor Dermot Lacey the issue of Councillor’s
comments and observations on planning applications at Area Committee
meetings was referred to the Protocol Committee for further consideration.
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Area Joint Policing Sub-Committee Breviates:
(a)

Report No. 40/2021 of the North Central Area Joint Policing Sub Committee
Breviate of the meeting held on the 18th January 2021, Councillor Tom
Brabazon, Chairperson.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 40/2021. The motion was put and carried.

(b)

Report No. 56/2021 of the South Central Area Joint Policing Sub Committee
Breviate of the meeting held on the 25th January 2021, Councillor Daithí
Doolan, Chairperson.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council notes the contents of
Report No. 56/2021. The motion was put and carried.
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Protocol Committee Breviates:
(a)

Report No. 36/2021 of the Protocol Committee - Breviate of the meeting held
on 7th January 2021, Councillor Anne Feeney, Chairperson.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council adopts the contents of
Report No. 36/2021. The motion was put and carried.

(b)

Report No. 69/2021 of the Protocol Committee - Breviate of the meeting held
on 18th February 2021, Councillor Anne Feeney, Chairperson.
It was proposed by Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan and seconded by
Councillor Michael Pidgeon that Dublin City Council adopts the contents of
Report No. 69/2021. The motion was put and carried.
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Topical Issues - As decided by Council on the night
No topical issues were submitted.
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Emergency Motion(s)
The following emergency motions were taken without debate.
Emergency Motion No.1:
That Dublin City Council calls on the Chief Executive to urgently seek legal advice on
how the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement and its Investment Court
System will interfere with the rights and obligations of this local authority to deliver
public services such as housing and environmental protection. That Dublin City
Council call on the government to postpone the ratification until the Chief Executive
receives this legal advice.
Submitted by Councillors Sophie Nicoullaud, Christy Burke, Anthony Flynn,
Vincent Jackson, John Lyons, Damian O’Farrell, Cieran Perry, Noeleen Reilly,
Nial Ring, Hazel de Nortúin, Tina MacVeigh, Pat Dunne.
Councillors James Geoghegan and Ray McAdam requested that their objection to the
above emergency motion was noted in the official record.
Emergency Motion No.2:
Dublin City Council calls for a report to be issued to Councillors on the fire safety
standards in all emergency accommodation in the city, including the status of fire
certificates for every building and the date they were last issued or reviewed.
Residents of all facilities should also be made aware of the fire safety status of their
accommodation. The Council further calls for all emergency accommodation facilities
to be immediately upgraded to meet safety standards and for alternative
accommodation to be provided wherever possible in the interim. Ongoing reports on
progress towards this to be issued to Councillors. Dublin City Council calls on the
Minister for Housing to urgently mandate HIQA to inspect all emergency
accommodation in the city to ensure that basic levels of safety are in place.
Submitted by Councillors Janet Horner & Anthony Flynn
A report addressing concerns on Fire Safety in Homeless and Emergency
Accommodation was circulated to Members by the Assistant Chief Executive, Brendan
Kenny.
Emergency Motion No.3:
Following the shock announcement of the closure of Marian College Swimming Pool,
Dublin City Council requests the Chief Executive to invite all relevant parties to a
Forum to discuss how this much used and much loved facility might be saved for the
people of the Dublin and transferred into Public ownership. This could include seeking
financial support from the Covanta Community Gain Fund.
Submitted by Councillors Dermot Lacey, Claire O'Connor, Paddy McCartan,
Danny Byrne, Mannix Flynn, Kevin Donoghue, James Geoghegan, Daniel
Céitinn and Lord Mayor Hazel Chu
Emergency Motion No.4:
That Dublin City Council:
 Condemns in the strongest possible terms the violent protest that took place
on Grafton Street and in Dublin’s city centre on Saturday 27th February 2021;
 Stands in full solidarity with all members of An Garda Siochana who bravely
maintained public order in the face of serious harm and injury to themselves

 Calls on all political parties and public representatives to reject the acts of
those that seek to take advantage of the pandemic to further their divisive
agendas; and
 Unites behind all our frontline workers as they wage an ongoing battle against
this pandemic to protect the health of the public.
Submitted by Councillors Naoise Ó Muirí, Ray McAdam, Danny Byrne, Anne
Feeney, Declan Flanagan, Terence Flanagan, James Geoghegan, Paddy
McCartan, Colm O’Rourke
Emergency Motion No.5:
That Dublin City Council totally condemns the anti-vaccine, anti-mask, anti-lockdown
protest in Dublin on Saturday 27 February which became violent, causing serious
injuries to a number of Gardai; and calls on the Government to ensure that frontline
Gardai receive the Covid-19 vaccination as a matter of urgency.
Submitted by Councillors Joe Costello, Kevin Donoghue, Mary Freehill, Alison
Gilliland, Jane Horgan Jones, Dermot Lacey, Darragh Moriarty, Declan Meenagh.
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Motions on Notice
All motions listed were carried over to the City Council meeting on 12th April 2021.

Correct.
_____________________
LORD MAYOR

__________________________
MEETINGS ADMINISTRATOR
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QUESTIONS LODGED PURSUANT TO STANDING ORDER NO.16 FOR REPLY AT THE
MONTHLY MEETING OF DUBLIN CITY COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON MONDAY, 1ST MARCH
2021
Q.1

COUNCILLOR CHRISTY BURKE
To ask the Chief Executive that DCC power clean the pathways on both sides of
(details supplied), due to dog dirt on the paths.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Waste Management Services had this cleaning carried out as requested on the 17th
February 2021.

Q.2

COUNCILLOR CHRISTY BURKE
To ask the Chief Executive if DCC would now recruit traffic wardens for the city of
Dublin. Minster Eamon Ryan supports the need for wardens.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The Parking Enforcement Dept. is currently looking to commence a pilot scheme for
issuing of Fixed Penalty Notices, for certain parking offences. On completion of the
pilot scheme assessments will be made with regard to hopefully further expanding this
type of service in conjunction with our existing parking enforcement measures, and the
employment of Traffic Wardens could be considered at that stage.

Q.3

COUNCILLOR CHRISTY BURKE
To ask the Chief Executive if it’s possible that DCC can open up the outdoor areas in
DCC complex’s in order to allow, at strict social distance, games for all ages in the
outdoor complex’s, i.e. areas including Hardwicke Street the outdoor Centre
Ballybough and many more areas.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The current restrictions in place under Level 5 states that “No indoor or outdoor
exercise group activities, including those involving children, should take place”, and
that “No indoor or outdoor gatherings involving “individual training” except for
professional and elite sports”.
There is neither derogation nor reason identified within the current guidelines to allow
any activities in Dublin City Council facilities or any facility at this time. I would suspect
and hope that if Covid numbers reduce between now and the 5th April, that outdoor
activities may be permitted after that date.

Q.4

COUNCILLOR CHRISTY BURKE
To ask the Chief Executive how many summons have been issued to dog owners in
the last 12 months for not removing dog dirt, how many received fines to date and how
many who were fined have paid. Also what was the fine cost?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
In 2020 two fines were issued under Section 22 of the Litter Pollution Acts in relation
to dog fouling. One fine was paid and a prosecution has been initiated in relation to
the unpaid fine but summons has not yet been served. Due to Covid 19 restrictions,
court hearings are not taking place in relation to unpaid fines.
Litter fines are issued in the amount of €150.

Q.5

COUNCILLOR PAT DUNNE
To ask the Chief Executive to inspect the tree adjacent to (details supplied) Clogher
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Road Dublin 12. It has been reported to me that the roots have broken through the
public footpath, garden wall and the garden itself and represents a trip hazard.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
An inspection of the footpath at this location will be carried out and arrangements will
be made to carry out any necessary repairs.
Parks have inspected the above location and found a good specimen tree. There are
a number of cracks in the pavement adjacent which Parks can inform Roads about.
There is a process in place for residents to have alleged damage to property
investigated further by filling out a Claims Form. This form is available directly from
customer services or the insurance unit in the Law Department.
Q.6

COUNCILLOR DECLAN MEENAGH
To ask the Chief Executive how is the Council matching up with its employment target
for people with disabilities. What policies and supports are in place and if he will make
a statement on this.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Dublin City Council consistently exceeds the statutory minimum 3% employment rate
for people with disabilities for public bodies. The result for 2019 was 4.78% and figures
for 2020 are currently being prepared for return to the Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage.
Our Code of Practice for employing people with a disability, ‘Work without limits’ sets
out our approach from recruitment to retirement to creating a welcoming and inclusive
workplace for employees who have or may acquire a disability. It states our
commitment to equal treatment and opportunity for all employees with or without a
disability and discusses disclosure and reasonable accommodation supports to
employees where required.
All candidates for positions advertised with Dublin City Council are accommodated at
interview if required.
The Council’s Disability Liaison Officer meets all new recruits who declare a disability
to discuss any reasonable accommodation they may require, discusses the matter with
their line manager if required and checks any arrangements after 12 months. They are
also available to assist any employee who acquires a disability and requires
reasonable accommodation.
In accordance with the Council’s commitment to equality, diversity and inclusion the
Equality Office engaged with a disability employment and recruitment service,
EmployAbility in 2019. A competition was held and twelve candidates were offered
Temporary Clerical Officer posts. Ten of them subsequently secured permanent
positions.
Dublin City Council will continue to strive to exceed our statutory obligations with
regard to the employment of people with disabilities. We will continue to encourage
people with disabilities to apply for advertised positions, to accommodate them at
interview and to provide all reasonable accommodation for employees with disabilities.

Q.7

COUNCILLOR DECLAN MEENAGH
To ask the Chief Executive why there is such a low take-up in the buy and renew
scheme. What actions can the council take to encourage greater uptake in the
scheme?
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Buy and Renew Scheme:
Under the terms and conditions of the Buy and Renew Scheme all properties acquired
under it must be long term vacant. One of the objectives of the scheme is to help
reduce the level of vacancy in the City.
The identification and subsequent acquisition of these properties is a lengthy process
whereby the City Council has to engage with the owners of the properties and to then
subsequently get the owners to sell their property to the City Council.
Not all properties identified are sold to the City Council. Some go to private purchasers
on the open market with the remainder subsequently refurbished and let by the owners
over time.
As per the January 2021 City Council Housing Supply Report the Housing Department
has acquired 28 long term vacant residential properties under the Buy and Renew
Scheme which are currently undergoing various forms of construction and/or
refurbishment works to return them to housing stock in the near future.
The City Council in conjunction with the DOHPLG and other Local Authorities have
undertaken a number of publications in national media outlets advertising the scheme
while we also maintain a presence on various social media outlets and forums (Web,
Facebook, Twitter etc.).
Q.8

COUNCILLOR DECLAN MEENAGH
To ask the Chief Executive, in relation to Question 114 on the November City Council
agenda, could he make a statement about why the dog fouling fines in south central
were significantly higher than other areas.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
In order to trial methods of increasing enforcement of dog fouling offences a decision
was taken to carry out a targeted dog fouling enforcement campaign in the South
Central Area. The Litter Pollution Acts (S22) states that a person in control of a dog
must remove the faeces immediately and dispose of same in an environmentally safe
manner. Where a litter warden, dog warden or member of an Garda Síochána witness
such an offence, they must be in a position to identify the person. I.e. the person in
charge of the dog must provide details of their identity in order for enforcement action
to be taken. As litter wardens or dog wardens do not have such powers, it was
considered that if a dog fouling enforcement campaign was to be successful the
assistance of an Garda Síochána was required.
In 2015, 12 locations were chosen in Dublin 12 as test sites and patrols were carried
out by South Central Area public domain unit, Waste Enforcement Officers and
members of an Garda Síochána after normal working hours during the months of
August, September and October in parks and green spaces.
The campaign involved significant planning and resources and also required significant
financial resources as the Gardaí had to be engaged to provide their services on an
overtime basis. While the initiative was successful on a small scale the overall cost of
carrying out such operations on an ongoing basis is prohibitive.
The litter warden is patrolling the Central Area and is handing out free doggie bags to
dog walkers and advising them to dispose of them appropriately. This initiative is well
received and he will continue to do so at a distance in accordance with Government
health guidelines.
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Q.9

COUNCILLOR NIAL RING
To ask the Chief Executive to provide a report to councillors on the legal status of the
Local Development Agency (LDA) Bill 2021 and to further provide legal opinion on the
provisions within the bill which, according to the Minister for Housing would, if
enacted, allow local authorities to transfer lands to the LDA without requiring council
votes. Specifically, can the Chief Executive also provide clear legal opinion as to the
veracity of the Minister’s Statement in the Government Press Release of 5th February
2021 in which he said “Local Authorities can transfer land to the LDA without requiring
a council vote…”
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
A presentation will be provided to all Councillors by the Acting Law Agent on 26th
February 2021.

Q.10

COUNCILLOR NIAL RING
To ask the Chief Executive to confirm whether, or not, there is an agreement in place
between DCC and the ESB whereby the ESB committed to maintaining and retaining
the Georgian House Museum at number 29 Fitzwilliam Street as a museum. Also, to
ask the Chief Executive to detail this agreement and confirm whether, or not, DCC
have been consulted by the ESB about plans to keep the museum closed and develop
the site as reported.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
By Plan No. 405/88 (12th May 1988), planning permission was granted for the
restoration, refurbishment and conversion of No. 62 Mount Street Upper and 30 Lower
Fitzwilliam Street into 4 apartments each and the provision of a Georgian Museum
in 29 Lower Fitzwilliam and the basements of Nos 62, Upper Mount Street, and
29-30 Lower Fitzwilliam Street. Following the implementation of this permission, the
Museum remained open until c. 2017 when it was closed to facilitate construction of
the permitted development on the adjoining lands in the ownership of the ESB on
Lower Fitzwilliam Street and Mount Street Upper. There were no specific conditions
included in the permission concerning the approved or future use of No. 29 Lower
Fitzwilliam Street. The Planning records do not indicate that there is any agreement
in place between DCC and ESB, committing ESB to retaining a Georgian Museum at
No 29 Fitzwilliam Street.

Q.11

COUNCILLOR NIAL RING
To ask the Chief Executive the following in relation to the annual "Casting of the Spear"
ceremony performed by the Lord Mayor:
a) Given that the ceremony dates back to 1488 can the Chief Executive detail
what records Dublin City Council has relating to the origin of the ceremony and its
relationship with/derivation from the historic "Riding of the Franchises"?
b) Is there documentation within DCC clarifying the legal situation/obligation of the Lord
Mayor performing the ceremony or is it just a long established tradition and, if the latter,
can the Chief Executive confirm when this tradition started?
c) Can the Chief Executive also detail the role of Dublin Port in preserving and promoting
the ceremony and commit to the future "Casting of the Spear" ceremony being coupled
with the annual parade of boats in the Liffey organised by local rowing and boat clubs
and perhaps tying the whole event in with the Liffey Swim?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
a) The title 'Admiral of the Port' was conferred on the then Mayor of Dublin by Queen
Elizabeth I of England on 25 January 1582. The Mayor was to have jurisdiction as
Admiral over the coastline and portion of the sea extending from Arklow in Co. Wicklow
to the river Nanny in Co. Meath. He was entitled to receive customs duties payable to
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the city for goods unloaded within this area. The extent of the sea area which was
under the Mayor's control as Admiral was established in a ceremony called Throwing
the Dart, which was held once in every three years, during the triennial Riding of the
Franchises, or city boundaries. One of the water-bailiffs rode into the sea at Ringsend
as far as his horse would go, and then threw a spear as far as he could eastwards into
the sea. The point where the spear landed marked the boundary of the Mayor's
jurisdiction as Admiral.
b) There is no legal commitment to holding the ceremony of Throwing of the Dart / Spear.
It is an established tradition.
c) Dublin Port have been involved since at least 2008 at least. It is not possible to confirm
earlier involvement at this time due to the need to access the files held in the City
Archive. Dublin Port Company arrange for the Boat to bring the Lord Mayor out to the
point to throw the spear and also present him / her with the Hat for the Honorary
Admiral of Dublin Port on the day before the ceremony. In relation to tying in the event
with the Liffey Swim, this would not be possible as the Liffey Swim is not a Dublin City
Council event. It is owned and administered by a voluntary body, Leinster Open Sea
Swimming. The Swim finishes at Customs House Quay and would not be a suitable
for the long established casting of the spear ceremony which takes place further down
the river alongside Ringsend.
Q.12

COUNCILLOR NIAL RING
To ask the Chief Executive to detail the number of disposals (for the past five years)
of property by DCC to lessee of DCC owned properties where the lessee exercised
their statutory entitlement to purchase the freehold of the property in accordance with
the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) No 2 Act 1978. Also, to ask the Chief
Executive to detail how many (and the location of) remaining DCC owned properties
under lease which can, in the future, be “bought out” under this scheme.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Property Management Section:
Cllr Ring clarified that his question related to Domestic Ground Rent “buy outs” only.
Our records indicate that 142 domestic ground rents have been “bought out” in the last
5 years.
There are 875 domestic ground rent accounts which may be bought out by the
applicants in accordance with the Landlord and tenant (Ground Rents) No 2 Act 1978
and are located in the following areas:
BALDOYLE
BALLYFERMOT
BONNYBROOK
CLONSHAUGH
COLLINS AVENUE
COOLOCK
DONAGHMEDE
FINGLAS
GLASNEVIN
HOWTH
KILBARRACK
KIMMAGE
RAHENY

88
8
1
9
17
122
68
44
18
13
147
1
23
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TALLAGHT
WHITEHALL
Total

307
9
875

Details on ground rents arising from the sale of former council houses are being
prepared by the Housing Sales Section and will issue separately.
723 applications to purchase fee simple were completed in the five years from 2016 to
2020. Remaining properties are spread across the city, further information will be
provided directly.
Q.13

COUNCILLOR LARRY O’TOOLE
To ask the Chief Executive to supply me with the number of vacant commercial
properties in the Dublin City Council area.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The Dublin Economic Monitor tracks and publishes a range of data on the Dublin
economy on a quarterly basis. As part of the Dublin Economic Scorecard, data on
office vacancy rates in Dublin 2 and Dublin 4 and in the Dublin Suburbs is captured.
In the latest edition of the Dublin Economic Monitor, Issue 23 published in December
2020, the vacancy rates were at 8.9% for the Dublin Suburbs and 7.9% in Dublin 2 and
Dublin 4. The CBRE data for Q4 2020 will be included in the next edition of the Dublin
Economic Monitor which will be launched on 10th March 2021. A further increase in
the vacancy rates has been captured at 10.2% in the Dublin Suburbs and 8% in Dublin
2 and Dublin 4. For reference the office vacancy rates in each of these areas were
over 20% back in 2010 at the time of the financial crises. All of the data contained in
the Dublin Economic Monitor and copies of earlier edition of the monitor are available
on www.dublineconomy.ie
Office vacancy rates:
Quarter 3 2020

Q.14

Quarter 4 2020

Dublin Suburbs

8.9%

10.2%

Dublin 2/4

7.9%

8%

COUNCILLOR LARRY O’TOOLE
To ask the Chief Executive to respond to this housing request (details supplied).
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The above applicant is on the Older Persons Transfer List with an application date of
18/01/2018, and the applicant holds the following positions on this list:
Area
Area B

Bedsize
1

Position
98

Contact has been made with the Local Area Office and there are currently no
vacancies available on the ground floor. The Local Area office have been liaising with
the applicant and have recently advised her to apply for a medical priority. A medical
priority application form has been forwarded to the applicant for completion.
The Local Area office will continue to liaise with the applicant in the event a vacancy
arises on the ground floor.
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Q.15

COUNCILLOR DERMOT LACEY
To ask the Chief Executive if he will contact the ESB requesting that they would paint
and make safe and secure the Chimneys commonly referred to as the Poolbeg
Chimneys and to report back to this Councillor their response.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The Chief Executive will contact the ESB as requested.

Q.16

COUNCILLOR TINA MACVEIGH
To ask the Chief Executive for a report on title for the laneway adjacent (details
supplied) Woodfield Avenue Inchicore and whether the owners of (details supplied)
Woodfield Avenue have any right to erect a fence cutting off the lane way from use. I
attach maps for reference.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
This is a private laneway and therefore would not be a matter for Dublin City Council.
The erection of the fence is exempt development provided for under:
Sundry Works CLASS 9 Exempted development
The construction, erection, renewal or replacement, other than within or bounding the
curtilage of a house, of any gate or gateway.
The height of any such structure shall not exceed 2 metres.
The Law department has confirmed that the previous owners (details supplied)
appear to have claimed possessory ownership of the lands (details supplied) circa
2004 by way of adverse possession. In the circumstances, it appears the current
owners of property (details supplied) Woodfield Avenue are the beneficial owner of
the lane and land adjacent to the property. Dublin City Council have no interest in the
lands in question.

Q.17

COUNCILLOR TINA MACVEIGH
To ask the Chief Executive to provide this Councillor for a report on changes to the
Rebuilding Ireland Scheme which is administered by Dublin City Council and if he will
make a statement on the following: is no longer fit for purpose.
This scheme is for people earning less than 50,000€ per annum. In Dublin the
calculator states the maximum a person can borrow is €32,000. However under the
recently revised rates a person earning €49,000, (the maximum allowed to be eligible
for the scheme) would only be eligible to borrow €211,000.
A person earning €31, 000 would be able to borrow €136,000. There are no properties
available in Dublin at this price.
Under the original figures the person earning €31, 000 would have been eligible to
borrow €196,000.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The eligibility criteria for a Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan includes that applicants have
an annual gross income of not more than €50,000 as a single applicant or not more
than €75,000 combined as joint applicants. The maximum purchase price of a property
in Dublin using a Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan to finance the purchase is €320,000.
This has not changed since the inception of the scheme in February 2018.
The maximum loan available has always been 90% of the purchase price, depending
on applicants’ circumstances, therefore in Dublin and certain other counties, the
maximum loan has always been €288,000 based on the maximum purchase price of
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€320,000. The other 10% deposit has to be provided by the borrower – a minimum of
3% must be from savings and up to 7% can be a gift.
In January 2020 the interest rates on Rebuilding Ireland Home loans were increased
as follows:
 2% fixed interest rate on loans of up to 25 years increased to 2.745%.
 2.25% fixed interest rate on loans of between 26 and 30 years increased to
2.995%.
 The variable interest rate of 2.3% was abolished.
This increase in interest rates has had the following effect on borrowing capacity:
 The maximum amount a single person could borrow prior to the interest rate
increase was €248,000. That was assuming an income of €50,000 at an
interest rate of 2.25% over a 30 year period. The maximum a single person
earning €50,000 can now potentially borrow is €229,000 at the current interest
rate of 2.995% over the same 30 year period.
 A single person earning €49,000 can potentially borrow €219,000.
 A single person earning €31,000 would previously have been able to borrow a
maximum of €156,900 over 30 years. They can now borrow a maximum of
€144,430 over 30 years.
The average value of Rebuilding Ireland loans issued to date is €205,673.
Q.18






COUNCILLOR TINA MACVEIGH
To ask the Chief Executive whether he will consider installing smart litter bins at all or
any of the following locations following request from local residents:
Goldenbridge, north side of canal, next to the small, static canal bridge by the
apartments - 53.33622°N, 6.31316°W
Drimnagh/Inchicore, north side of canal, near the corner of Goldenbridge Walk and St.
Vincent St. West - 53.33560°N, 6.31843°W
Black Horse, North side of canal, near the Black horse Pub building at the end of the
Goldenbridge Walk road - 53.33456°N, 6.32733°W
Outside “Savers” in Inchicore Village, on the other side Spa Road from Spar https://www.google.com/maps/@53.3396879,-6.3195028,19.18z
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The suggested locations will be assessed for the installation of public litter bins taking
into account the proximity of existing bins and the demand for the provision of bins at
the locations. The assessment will consider whether it is required to install any bin and
whether the capacity requirement is such that the additional capacity provided by smart
solar compactor bins is required at the locations.

Q.19

COUNCILLOR LARRY O’TOOLE
To ask the Chief Executive to have the damaged kerbside outside (details supplied)
repaired.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Road Maintenance Services, will carry out an inspection at this location. A repair will
be scheduled. This repair will be completed when a works crew is available in the area.

Q.20

COUNCILLOR LARRY O’TOOLE
To ask the Chief Executive to make provision for the repair of the number of broken
footpath kerbs and replanting of trees (that have been knocked or taken out) on
(details supplied).
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Road Maintenance Services has inspected (details supplied). A number of repairs
were scheduled during this inspection. These will be completed when a works crew is
next available in the area.
Once all repairs deemed necessary are affected the Parks Service will inspect the site
for suitability for inclusion in the next tree planting programme in the winter of 2021/22.
Q.21

COUNCILLOR ANTHONY CONNAGHAN
To ask the Chief Executive for a full list of heritage restoration projects undertaken by
the Council and costs incurred.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Project and Costs (approx. including VAT & Fees)



Public Sculpture Conservation Programme (2005 – 2008) including O’Connell Street
Monuments, Thomas Moore & Henry Grattan, The Coombe Monument and the Mount
Street Bridge Memorial: €0.43m



Isolde’s Tower Conservation Works Phase 1 (2008): €0.07m



Wood Quay Venue (2008 – 2009): €2.93m



Nos. 3 & 14 Henrietta Street (2008 - 2018) including Phase 1 - Stabilisation Works,
Phase 2 - Replacement Doors & Windows and Phase 3 – Museum Project: €5.61m



Saint Luke’s Graveyard Conservation Project and Pocket Park (2016- 2019): €1.27m
There is a current project for essential repairs to the city wall a National Monument at
Wood Quay Venue at a cost of c. €0.05m. The conservation works were due to
commence in January 2021 but are currently on hold until Covid-19 Level 5 restrictions
ease.
There are other funds which may be available for smaller projects which may be more
appropriate depending on the circumstances.

Q.22

COUNCILLOR ANTHONY CONNAGHAN
To ask the Chief Executive to arrange an inspection/cleaning of the drain at (details
supplied). The tenant has tried to clear it with rods but to no avail and it is coming
back up the sink pipe causing a terrible smell.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Housing Maintenance had made arrangements to call to the tenant and investigate the
cause of the smell and carry out any necessary works.

Q.23

COUNCILLOR ANTHONY CONNAGHAN
To ask the Chief Executive if he will consider creating a direct labour section in housing
maintenance to deal with retrofitting of tenancies rather than using contractors for the
scheme.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Dublin City Council currently has a Term Maintenance Contract in place for the
refurbishment of vacant properties. This is for a two-year period from 1st September
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2020. It should be noted that Direct Labour also plays a key role in the voids
refurbishment programme.
Last year a total of 922 properties were refurbished between the Framework and Direct
Labour. These were made up of 289 houses, 334 apartment and 299 senior citizens’
units. Almost all of the houses and apartments are done through the Framework and
the average time a property is with a Framework contractor is 11.5 weeks. There are
14 separate contractors on the Framework and they offer Dublin City Council a
considerable skillset in areas such as energy efficiency, mechanical and electrical
services, heating, health and safety, plumbing and carpentry.
A number of improvements have been introduced to the voids refurbishment
programme in recent year and any measure that can bring efficiencies to the process
will be considered.
Q.24

COUNCILLOR ANTHONY CONNAGHAN
To ask the Chief Executive if community gain can be sought during installation of
unsightly installations such as large communications towers. The least we should be
asking for is that the surrounding area be upgraded during installation. i.e. New
footpaths, planting etc.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
This request will be brought to the attention of The Telecommunications Steering
Group in Dublin City Council. This group in is the process of setting up a
Telecommunication Unit, in The Planning and Development Department.
Dublin City Council does not receive many planning applications for free standing
communication towers. It is more common to receive planning applications for
additions to an existing established mast on the roof of a privately owned buildings.
Section 16.33 of the Development Plan addresses the siting, design and visual amenity
of telecommunications apparatus and states that antennae and supporting structures
should preferably be located on industrial estates or on lands zoned for
industrial/employment uses. Location within designated conservation areas, open
space amenity areas, historic parks, or in the vicinity of protected buildings, special
views or prospects, monuments or sites of archaeological importance is generally not
favoured. In assessing applications for telecommunications infrastructure, the Dublin
City Development Plan acknowledges that telecommunications infrastructure is a key
requirement within the city of Dublin. The availability of services such as high-speed
broadband is essential to the national economy but also to local communities in
everyday life. Dublin City Council is mindful that the provision of infrastructure, most
notably antennae, can impact on residential amenity and visual amenity.
The Government has also provided guidance which broadly supports delivery of
telecommunications. The latest circular from the Government PL 03/2018 Revision of
Development Contribution Guidelines in respect of Telecommunications Infrastructure
requires local authorities to extend waivers in relation to development contributions for
broadband infrastructure (masts and antennae) to include mobile phone
infrastructure.
Accordingly the Dublin City Development Contribution Scheme 2020-2023 provides
that the following are exempt from payment of Development Contributions:
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•
Masts and antennae, dish and other apparatus/equipment for communication
purposes that form part of the National Broadband Scheme (NBS) as defined by the
Department of Communication, Energy and Natural Resources (DCENR);
•
Renewable Energy (RE) development with a capacity up to 0.5MW will be
exempt. Larger capacity RE development will be charged at €1,000 per each 0.1MW
above an installed capacity of 0.5MW.
In the same vein, it would not be appropriate to seek community gain as part of the
installation of telecommunications infrastructure. If they are unduly detrimental to
visual amenity it is more appropriate to refuse planning permission.
Q.25

COUNCILLOR MARY CALLAGHAN
To ask the Chief Executive if the Archaeology, Conservation and Heritage Section has
reviewed a conservation report on the Nethercross in St Canices graveyard, Finglas;
if the Parks Department has produced a protection strategy for the cross; and what
steps are being taken to safeguard this historically important high cross.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
High Crosses are the iconic monuments of early medieval Ireland. Numbering over
230, they can still be seen at monastic sites, such as Clonmacnoise, Durrow and Kells.
Most high crosses display abstract carved ornament and figural biblical scenes. They
would have been a focus for activities such as teaching and prayer, and marking
monastic boundaries. Ranging in date from the eighth to the twelfth centuries, the high
crosses of Ireland have now been exposed to the elements for a millennium or more.
Many crosses are now losing their surface detail because of rain, pollution, organic
growth and other damage. To prevent further deterioration, some high crosses, such
as those at Clonmacnoise, Co. Offaly and at Downpatrick in Co. Down, have been
moved into local exhibition centres or museums and replaced by high quality replicas
on site.
The Nethercross at Finglas is the only high cross still standing in the Dublin City
Council area and serves as the last visible trace of the important early monastic
settlement that was here. Although the Nethercross is at risk from weathering,
exacerbated by the yew tree under which it stands, alternatives for its protection must
be considered. Furthermore given its monument status the statutory authorities (NMS
& NMI) whose permission will be required to intervene, must be consulted before any
decision can be made about its future. Alternatives to moving the cross inside include
placing it in the roofless ruin of St Canice’s Church, covering it with a bespoke roofed
structure, or encasing it fully in a glass shelter. None of these options would prevent
organic growth or fractures from affecting the monument. A change in environment
could cause an increase in humidity, leading to further conservation problems. As the
Nethercross is known not to be in its original position, it may be practical to move it
elsewhere for display and interpretation in a controlled environment but a suitable
location for this has not been identified to date.
It is an objective of Dublin City Development Plan 2016-2 CHCO10:2 ‘To prepare and
implement conservation plans for National Monuments and Monuments in DCC care
(City Walls, St Luke’s Church, St James’s Graveyard, St. Thomas’s Abbey, and St
Canice’s Graveyard etc.).’
Progress
A study of St Canice’s Church and Graveyard in Finglas was undertaken in 2016 to
inform Dublin City Council of the significances and vulnerabilities of the site. The report
was prepared in house by the Archaeology Section and is utilised by Parks Department
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in managing the site on a day to day basis (for example in trimming back overhanging
yew branches to prevent water dripping on the cross, etc.). The report is currently being
used by the Planning Department to inform the Finglas Concept Plan. The Archaeology
Conservation and Heritage section is inputting into the preparation of this plan.
A specialist conservation report for the high cross was commissioned in 2017. The aim
of the study was to record the high cross both physically and by laser scanning and to
carry out weekly sampling of decayed stone. The report provides a valuable baseline
survey of the cross in its current location, along with weathering data, which will be
used to inform future decisions on how best to minimise the decay of the high cross.
In February 2020, the City Parks Superintendent and the City Archaeologist visited
Armagh County Museum, Co. Down to discover the approach taken in 2013 by the
Armagh Co. Museum to relocate and replicate the Downpatrick High Cross. Like the
Nethrecross, the Downpatrick cross is carved from granite. The aim of the visit was to
explore the creation of a replica of the Nethercross and inform the process of relocating
and interpreting the original cross.
Next Steps
St Canice’s Graveyard will be included in the Burial Places Strategy that is currently in
preparation. Subject to available resources, Parks intend to commission a
conservation management plan for St Canice’s Church and Graveyard, and the
memorials in it, including the Nethercross. The Archaeology Conservation and
Heritage Section will input into the conservation management plan for the site and its
monuments and provide professional advice with the next steps, as follows:
1. Addition of St Canice’s Graveyard to Dublin City Council’s Burial Places Strategy
2. Commission and implement a conservation management plan for St Canices’s Church
& Graveyard
3. Explore the feasibility for the relocation and display of the Nethercross and identify
potential locations for its display and interpretation
4. Consult with the National Museum and the National Monuments Service with regard
to the conservation and relocation of the Nethercross
Q.26

COUNCILLOR MARY CALLAGHAN
To ask the Chief Executive if he will outline the complaints procedure for people living
in emergency homeless accommodation, in the case where a problem arises for them
with either the standard of accommodation, the running of the service, or if dispute
arises with another person living there; if he can confirm also whether they can take
their complaint to the Residential Tenancies Board if it cannot be resolved through the
complaints procedure; and also if he will confirm whether the Health Information and
Quality Authority, or any other oversight body, have a role in inspecting emergency
homeless accommodation?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Complaints in relation to DRHE accommodation facilities for families and single adults,
are submitted via Dublin City Council’s Customer Relationship Management ( CRM)
process. All complaints must be investigated within three weeks of receiving the
complaint, with a formal response issued to the individual who submitted the complaint
in the first instance. The RTB only deal with private rented accommodation.
District Fire Officers from Dublin Fire Brigade inspect our emergency accommodation
facilities for compliance with the Fire Services Act and the Environmental Health
Section of Dublin City Council (on occasion) also inspect private emergency
accommodation. Both DFB and the Environmental Health Section have statutory
responsibilities for both environmental and fire safety standards, across all types of
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accommodation, including accommodation used as emergency accommodation for
homeless people.
Neither the Health Information & Quality Authority nor any other oversight body have
a role in inspecting emergency accommodation.
Q.27

COUNCILLOR DEIRDRE CONROY
To ask the Chief Executive to advise:
[a] How many and where will electric car chargers be provided in Dublin city and
suburbs, in particular Kimmage-Rathmines and Pembroke area?
[b] If not already decided, can a feasibility study be carried out?
[c] Can new housing development be ensured to provide electric car charging as part
of planning permission?
If we are to achieve a cleaner City and incentivise more cars away from petrol and
diesel in favour of electric or hybrid cars [for people who need private transport, who
are not in walking /cycling distance to all areas, etc.], it is noted that we need to explore
such options. I am advised that there is only one public electric charger in certain local
area suburbs.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Dublin City Council is aware of the transition to electric vehicles as set out in the
Climate Action Plan as we prepare to respond to the needs of the citizens of the City
by providing a sustainable urban mobility strategy. The Council is also aware that
technology is changing rapidly and that a range of different solutions will be required
to successfully address current and future mobility demand, not only in the City, but
also across the wider Dublin Metropolitan Area.
This requires careful consideration and planning to ensure that the Council can play
their part to facilitate the provision of a comprehensive, reliable and interoperable
electric vehicle-charging infrastructure. This is so that members of the public and
business community can be confident in making decisions to purchase electric
vehicles and to use electric vehicles for personal, leisure and business use, for use on
both short and long journeys.
In order to inform the four local authorities of the type and number of chargers required,
the four Dublin Local Authorities, together with SMART Dublin and CARO, have
commissioned a strategic study. This will allow us examine how the four Councils can
best facilitate the provision of electric vehicle-charging infrastructure across the Dublin
region and the scale of investment required.
A final draft report has been received and this is now in process of being agreed with
all relevant departments/internal stakeholders (public realm, planning, transport,
sustainable urban mobility, energy, disposals, CEs). In this interim, we are also making
submissions to ESBN in relation to connection solutions as well as other players
(CCMA, LGMA, the Department etc.) in this space to ensure that we provide the best
possible customer experience for the City and across the Metropolitan area in line with
international experience, rapidly changing technology and available resources.
We hope to be in a position to make a full presentation to the Councillors in the near
future.
Variation 7 of the City Development Plan 2016-2022, which made changes to the text
to incorporate the RSES and the Climate Change Action Plan, introduced increased
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requirements for developments with regard to electric charging. These are set out
below:
Amended Objective CC015:
Deleted text:
Objective CC015: To facilitate the provision of electricity charging infrastructure for
electric vehicles.
Replaced with:
Objective CC015: To facilitate the provision of electricity charging infrastructure for
electric vehicles in all new development and in the public realm.
New Objective added CC016:
Objective CCO16: All new parking for new (or extensions to) housing, apartments and
places of employment that provide car parking shall be electric charge enabled.
Dublin City Council shall work closely with the ESB and other stakeholders to increase
the number of EV charge points across the city. All new (or upgraded) commercially
operated car parking developments shall be required to provide a minimum of 50% of
spaces with EV charging facilities.
The preparation of the new City Development Plan 2022-2028 will provide an
opportunity to review the implementation of the revised objectives and also incorporate
the relevant outcomes of the above mentioned study.
Q.28

COUNCILLOR DEIRDRE CONROY
To ask the Chief Executive what is the Dublin City Council Planning Departments
interest to rezone, at no cost, the 4.2 acre Ballsbridge Hotel site from Z1 Residential
to Z6 Enterprise for the purpose of US Embassy having a high level security site with
no public access on the grounds that have already been granted planning permission
3502/19 c.18 months ago for most impressive mixed-use residential developments in
the city. The planning permission grant consists of 313 apartments (1,242 bed spaces),
a 152 bedroom hotel, a supermarket, 7 restaurants/cafes, 7 retail units, and 34% of
the site as open space landscaped grounds. In essence, this proposed development
is a positive residential and open recreational village site.
There is a lot more detail in the email from the enquirer to SEAC councillors and staff
about “Phase one of this development, Lansdowne Place, which offers the only newbuild apartments for sale in all of Ballsbridge. It is also notable that it has attracted an
older set of buyers with an average age previously estimated at 54 years old. Many of
these are downsizers who have sold under-occupied homes to larger families in the
city. This is a desirable trend which should be encouraged by the council.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
A request was received to initiate a Variation to the City Development Plan 2016-2022
in relation to the site of the Ballsbridge Hotel. The Ballsbridge Hotel (formerly Jury’s)
is a 1.7 Ha site located at the junction of Pembroke Road and Lansdowne Road in
Ballsbridge.
The site is located in an area of Ballsbridge characterised by a mix of office
developments on Pembroke Road (Carrisbrook House, Lansdowne House, Number
One Ballsbridge, Hume House, the Bank of Ireland offices and the existing American
Embassy) (Zoning Objective 6), and the Ballsbridge Hotel itself.
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There are a significant number of Embassy buildings in the Ballsbridge area, including
the existing US Embassy.
The request on behalf of the State Department of the United States of America to
change the land use zoning;
From: Zoning Objective Z1 - To protect, provide and improve residential amenities
To: Zoning Objective Z6 – To provide for the creation and protection of enterprise and
facilitate opportunities for employment creation
The decision to initiate the proposed variation as requested by the US State
Department was made in recognising the importance of the embassy use to the City
and the benefits of keeping it within the immediate area, adjacent to the current
building. The variation process will take place over the coming weeks, with members
of the public, statutory bodies and any organisations invited to make submissions on
their views with regard to the variation. Following the consultation period, all
submissions will be considered, summarised, responded to and presented to the
Council with a recommendation of the Chief Executive on the proposed variation,
which takes into account the issues raised during the consultation period.
The variation has no impact on any existing permissions on the lands in question,
which can proceed if the landowner so intends.
Q.29

COUNCILLOR MÁIRE DEVINE
To ask the Chief Executive who is responsible for interim repairs to roads and public
realm that have been damaged by construction works? Many roads have been
repeatedly subject to disturbance and damage throughout the term of significant
construction causing safety issues for road users and pedestrians.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Under the Roads Act 1993, Part II, Section 13 it is the responsibility of road authorities
for the maintenance and construction of public roads. If it is possible to ascertain that
a developer is responsible for damage to a public road then Dublin City Council’s Road
Maintenance Services (DCC RMS) will engage with the developer with a view to having
the public road repaired. The developer will be given two options either to pay DCC
RMS to carry out the work or to carry out the work themselves under a Road Opening
Licence arrangement with DCC RMS.

Q.30

COUNCILLOR MÁIRE DEVINE
To ask the Chief Executive to provide an update on the Rebuilding Ireland home loan
scheme to date. Given that the average cost of purchasing a home in Dublin is now in
the region of 400k can he comment on its “fit for purpose”? Furthermore to give an
update on how many applications have been received, how many were successful and
what was the average loan amount?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The maximum purchase price of a property in Dublin using a Rebuilding Ireland Home
Loan to finance the purchase is €320,000. This has not changed since the inception of
the scheme in February 2018.
The maximum loan available is 90% of the purchase price depending on applicants’
circumstances, therefore in Dublin and certain other counties, the maximum loan is
€288,000 on a maximum purchase price of €320,000.
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The maximum amount a single applicant earning the income limit of €50,000 can now
potentially borrow over a 30 year period is €229,000 at the current interest rate of
2.995%. The maximum amount a couple earning the income limit of €75,000 can
potentially borrow over a 30 year period is €288,000.
From February 2018 to the end of 2020, there were 971 applications received and 422
loans issued. The average loan amount under the scheme was €205,673.
Q.31

COUNCILLOR MÁIRE DEVINE
To ask the Chief Executive to provide an update on the monthly receipts of
observations/submissions/objections regarding planning applications from January
2020 to January 2021 inclusive, also if consideration has been given to seeking
anonymous extra data (like age range) which would assist in capturing the levels of
active participation in the planning process across all sectors?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Please find listed below a breakdown of the number of third party submissions
/observations by month from January 2020 – January 2021
Jan 2020: 412
Feb 2020: 160
Mar 2020: 186
Apr 2020: 96
May 2020: 116
Jun 2020: 386
Jul 2020: 324
Aug 2020: 369
Sep 2020: 209
Oct 2020: 346
Nov 2020: 288
Dec 2020: 144
Jan 2021: 380
Total: 3,416.00
Consideration has not been given to seeking anonymous extra data not required under
Planning legislation.

Q.32

COUNCILLOR DARRAGH MORIARTY
To ask the Chief Executive if Dublin City Council could introduce continuous cycle
lanes along the Grand Canal at the junction of Herberton Rd/Dolphin Rd (Herberton
Bridge). This stretch has long been awaiting DCC intervention for upgrades. There are
medium/long-term plans in the pipeline, but this requires immediate action as it is an
incredibly hostile and dangerous junction for pedestrians and cyclists. Continuous
cycle lanes across the junction is something immediate that could signal to local road
users that further change and upgrades are imminent. This part of the city has been
left devoid of Covid Mobility upgrades, and has seen a huge increase in footfall and
cyclists. It serves as an important thoroughfare from Rialto to the nearby schools on
Crumlin Rd and for Drimnagh residents to Rialto village.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The Sustainability Mobility & Projects Division in conjunction with the NTA Cycle Office
are working on an interim and permanent Schemes for the route from Suir Road via
Dolphin Road to Rathmines Road. The Herberton Road/Dolphin Road junction design
is being fully developed with the intention to start construction work in Q3 2021. As
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part of Phase 1, of the Interim scheme the cycle track will be segregated by means of
concrete kerbs for the safety of cyclists. It is anticipated that this work will commence
in Q3.
Q.33

COUNCILLOR DARRAGH MORIARTY
To ask the Chief Executive to outline what further efforts are being made by Dublin
City Council to develop links with other European capitals within the EUROCITIES
framework. Now that Brexit is a reality, every extra effort has to be made to connect
Dublin with continental Europe, both in terms of keeping up to date with best practises
and from an economic perspective. Dublin is currently ‘twinned’ with Liverpool and
Barcelona; neither are capital cities, and one is no longer in the EU. Can the Chief
Executive outline DCC’s plans to address these shortcomings?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Multi-lateral relationships with organisations of common purpose help develop and
enhance relationships with other international cities. Dublin is a member of
EUROCITIES which is a network of major European cities whose members are the
elected local and municipal governments of major European cities. The network brings
together 140 local governments of Europe's largest cities and over 45 partner cities
that between them govern 130 million citizens across 39 countries. EUROCITIES
works in all areas of interest for cities from culture to mobility, environment to social
affairs, economic development to smart cities and the network offers a wealth of
opportunities for shared learning and international best practice and provides a high
profile international platform which enables cities to showcase their achievements to
peers as well as to influential stakeholders. Dublin faces many of the same challenges
to growth and prosperity that many other cities across the globe face. Membership of
organisations such as EUROCITIES provide city to city peer learning opportunities that
can yield novel approaches.
EUROCITIES business is conducted through six thematic forums: Culture,
Environment, Economic Development, Knowledge Society, Mobility and Social Affairs.
Dublin City Council participates in EUROCITIES with executive representatives on
these forums. Executives are also members of a number of working groups established
under the forums and they participate in areas such as air quality, climate change and
energy efficiency, noise and waste, entrepreneurship and SME’s, innovation,
resources for culture and access, creative industries, knowledge, smart cities, housing
and homelessness.
All members receive the newsletter EUROCITIES Insider, updates on all funding and
financing opportunities of interest to them, funding programmes and events being
organised by EUROCITIES. Projects are a key part of their activities in terms of policy
work and exchanges between its members. Dublin is currently involved in a number of
projects under the various funding programmes, but primarily under H2020 and
officials in the Environment & Transport, Housing Architects and Chief Executives
Departments are partners in these projects.
As a result of the pandemic, the business of the EUROCITIES network continued
virtually through webinars and online conferences. City officials continue to take an
active part in many events organised through this network.
International Relations also manage requests from cities globally, embassies and
government departments to host inward delegations to Dublin to meet with the city
leaders, officials and city stakeholders to share knowledge and best practice.
As a result of the pandemic and the impact on international travel, virtual meetings are
facilitated when requested.
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Q.34

COUNCILLOR DARRAGH MORIARTY
To ask the Chief Executive to outline plans for much-needed improvements to Seagull
House, Crumlin Road. Following previous concerns raised by residents, I understand
DCC undertook an audit of DCC flat complexes with a view to upgrades, can the Chief
Executive confirm what the outcome was for Seagull House?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The Housing and Community Services Department identified Seagull House as a
priority project as part of its city wide audit of its 220 flat complexes.
There are over 108 flat complexes across the city that are in need of urgent
regeneration.
The Housing and Community Services Department has ramped up its regeneration
programme and now has the largest social housing pipeline in decades.
The Housing and Community Services Department is actively liaising with the
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage with regards its City
Regeneration Capital Programme for the next 20 years.
The regeneration programme for the South Central Area Committee was presented in
December 2020 to the local elected members.
With regards Seagull House, a feasibility study -led by Dublin Fire Brigade- has been
commissioned into the possibility of developing a new fire station on the nearby traffic
island and new residential development in a second phase to the south-west of the
new fire station. This could facilitate the de-tenanting of Seagull House in its entirety.
There are a number of challenges to implementing this plan and the Housing and
Community Services Department does not envisage the construction of the new
residential development within the next 5 years.
Housing Maintenance in the recent past have upgraded all the smoke and fire alarms,
carried out repairs to the drainage infrastructure and cleaned out the lines.
A rat baiting programme has been implemented, a fall arrest system on the roof has
been installed and the main gates have been repaired.

Q.35

COUNCILLOR DAMIAN O’FARRELL
To ask the Chief Executive to organise the repair of the ‘bleeper’ at the pedestrian
signal lights adjacent to (details supplied). This bleeper is not working properly at the
moment and can be constantly on and making noise throughout the night. The
residents adjacent to the lights / bleeper are being kept awake most nights and the
situation has become intolerable. I would very much appreciate if this matter can be
acted on as a matter of urgency please.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Following reports, Dublin City Council’s Traffic Maintenance contractor visited the
pedestrian signals in question and reduced the volume on the audio beacon from a
‘normal’ setting to ‘low volume’ setting. The contractor verified correct operation of the
pedestrian signals whilst on site.
Follow Up Response.
Dublin City Council’s Traffic Maintenance contractor again visited the site today and
replaced the audio cards with new items and also taped over the audio ambient noise
sensor (which raises the audio tone should adjacent ambient noise increase) to ensure
that wind noise at night won’t raise the audio volume.
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The situation should now be resolved.
As regards turning off the audio beacons at night time, it is not the policy of Dublin City
Council to turn off audio beacons at night due to possible safety concerns for visually
impaired pedestrians,
Q.36

COUNCILLOR DEIRDRE HENEY
To ask the Chief Executive to please refer to application from (details supplied) at (a)
to have (details supplied) at (b) declared protected structures and say if he can
ensure that same application is dealt with as soon as possible at there is a fear that
the structure will be demolished in the very near future and if he will make a statement
on the matter.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The property at (details supplied 1) is situated on the west side of the public roadway
and substantially separated from the rear of the principal houses and protected
structures on (details supplied 2). (details supplied 1) is not a protected structure
nor is it situated within a designated Architectural Conservation Area (ACA).
The wall in question is a limestone rubble historic townland boundary shown on the
First Edition Ordnance Survey map (circa 1829-1842). Part of this wall also forms the
eastern boundary to (details supplied 3), a Georgian house dating to circa 1760 and
to (details supplied 1), the later modern house built in part of the original back garden
to (details supplied 3).
Assessed on its own, the wall would be considered to be of ‘Local’ significance and
would not meet the criteria for addition to the Record of Protected Structures (RPS);
‘Local’ significance is defined by the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage
(NIAH) as follows: “These are structures or sites of some vintage that make a
contribution to the architectural heritage but may not merit being placed in the RPS
separately”.
However, part of the wall also forms the boundary to (details supplied 3), an
unprotected Georgian House that has been surveyed by the NIAH (as part of its
ongoing survey of Dublin City) and has been assigned a ‘Regional’ rating.
It is understood that, (details supplied 3) will be included in the next tranche of NIAH
recommendations to be issued by the Minister for addition to the City Council’s RPS.
If (details supplied 3) is added to the RPS in the future, that addition would include
the section of boundary wall which forms its eastern boundary.
At present the City Council’s Record of Protected Structures comprises a total of 8400
structures. There remains a large number of proposed additions to the RPS, including
some 330 candidate additions (proposed by Elected Representatives and members of
the public) together with more than 1,250 recommendations from the Minister for
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. This is a very large number of potential additions,
each requiring expert consideration by conservation officers and the preparation of
reports and recommendations. In order to address this significant workload, a
methodology has been agreed to undertake the assessment of proposed additions in
both a systematic and prioritised manner over time. This will include:
• Bringing forward proposed RPS additions under a prioritised, phased basis during
2021, followed by
• Prioritisation of as much of the NIAH recommendations as possible as part of the
current review of the City Development Plan.
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A file for the proposed addition has been opened and this has been added to the list
of candidate additions to the RPS for consideration. It will be dealt with in sequence
according to this methodology and as resources permit.
Q.37

COUNCILLOR DEIRDRE HENEY
To ask the Chief Executive to arrange to have a cul de sac sign be erected at junction
of (details supplied) as vehicles are constantly getting lost in the estate at night and
taking wrong turn when exiting estate.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
(Details supplied) is a short straight length of road measuring approx. 80m in length.
If Cul-de-sac signage were to be installed at the entrance to (details supplied) we
would have to be consistent and also install signage at the mouth of each spur within
the enclave such as (details supplied) x 2.
This is not considered to be appropriate as it would lead to a proliferation of signage
(10 number additional signs) within the enclave.
As a result the above signage is not recommended for the junction of (details
supplied).

Q.38

COUNCILLOR DEIRDRE HENEY
To ask the Chief Executive to refer to trees at (details supplied) which require urgent
attention and say if he can arrange to have same seriously pruned as one tree fell last
year and one is leaning dangerously out onto the footpath; they are all too tall and
residents feel they should be replaced; and can he also advise generally on plans to
modernise the park.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The trees will be inspected in the coming weeks and any works deemed necessary will
be included in the tree care programme for the area as soon as schedules allow.
There are no current plans to carry out improvement works on this open space.

Q.39

Question withdrawn

Q.40

COUNCILLOR SÉAMAS MCGRATTAN
To ask the Chief Executive to carry out traffic surveys on (details supplied) in advance
of future housing developments, and to install any new traffic calming measures
deemed necessary.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The necessity for traffic surveys and associated traffic calming measures are
determined as part of the planning process, during preplanning consultation for
planning applications or Part 8 developments. The Transportation Planning Division
will liaise with the relevant personnel when an application is forthcoming to ascertain
the necessary requirements.

Q.41

COUNCILLOR SÉAMAS MCGRATTAN
To ask the Chief Executive to survey all senior citizen complexes in (details supplied)
and to install insulation where needed.
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Dublin City Council will arrange in the near future for damp/condensation surveys to
be carried out on all of the units. These reports are carried out independently and
Dublin City Council will act on the recommendations made by the report.
Q.42

COUNCILLOR SÉAMAS MCGRATTAN
To ask the Chief Executive to support (details supplied) and find an alternative home
as their current club is due to be demolished.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Dublin City Council is very supportive of local sports clubs due to the benefit they
provide to the general community in terms of physical and mental health. In some
cases where Dublin City Council has available local properties lease arrangements
can be entered into with local sports clubs. In most cases Dublin City Council owned
and operated sports and community facilities accommodate local sports clubs on a pay
per use basis. The (details supplied) will engage with the Development Department
to identify if there are properties available locally and discuss with Dublin City Council
sports and community facilities to see if there is any availability. The Area Office will
revert to the Councillor with the outcome of these engagements.

Q.43

COUNCILLOR SÉAMAS MCGRATTAN
To ask the Chief Executive to consider a suitable site in (details supplied) to build a
senior citizen complex with a view to local residents applying for the financial
contribution scheme.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Dublin City Council (DCC) applies for social housing capital funding from the
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH) in accordance with
its four-stage capital approval process.
The Housing and Community Services Department are currently progressing with the
redevelopment of (details supplied 1), which will provide 46 new older person homes.
It has received Stage 2 approval from the Department of Housing, Local Government
and Heritage. The project is currently going through the Part 8 process and upon
successful achievement of Part 8, it is envisaged that the tender to build will be
awarded by August 2021 and construction will commence onsite by the end of Q4
2021. This is all subject to receiving further approval from the Department of Housing,
Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH) in accordance with its four-stage capital
approval process
Following its strategic audit of all its 220 flat complexes, the Housing and Community
Services Department has identified (details supplied 2), an older persons complex
situated off (details supplied 3), as a project with development potential. Accordingly,
a feasibility study will be commissioned to look at the options available for the
regeneration of (details supplied 2), which may provide housing options for older
people living in the local community.

Q.44

COUNCILLOR KEVIN DONOGHUE
To ask the Chief Executive to install traffic monitoring on Londonbridge Road, Bath
Avenue and South Lotts road as part of the Strand Road cycling trial.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
There are already traffic monitors at these junction. All of the junctions in the area are
equipped with traffic sensors which provide volume data which is available on a day
by day basis.
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Q.45

COUNCILLOR KEVIN DONOGHUE
To ask the Chief Executive to provide an outline of the amount of space in the Dublin
Docklands SDZ that has been utilised for community use as part of the development
of that area.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Within the North Lotts and Grand Canal Dock SDZ, a total of approx. 2,700 sq. m of
“community/culture” uses have been permitted, with the majority of this space now
either fully complete or under construction.
Please note that this figure excludes some other permitted uses which have a
community function, such as leisure/medical/crèche uses. These have an additional
floor area of approx. 2500 sq. m
These figures will increase as undeveloped lands progress.

Q.46

COUNCILLOR KEVIN DONOGHUE
To ask the Chief Executive to provide an update on the application for retrofit of Pearse
House.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Dublin City Council (DCC) applies for social housing capital funding from the
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH) in accordance with
its four stage capital approval process.
The Housing and Community Services Department (DCC) are currently liaising with
the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH) with regards to
securing stage 1 approval for the regeneration of Pearse House.
We will update the local elected members upon receipt of the Department of Housing,
Local Government and Heritages determination.

Q.47

COUNCILLOR KEVIN DONOGHUE
To ask the Chief Executive to provide the following information regarding landbank
development in DCC.
a) How many times have the council approached/engaged the Dept. of Housing to
develop land banks in the city for affordable housing
b) How many times the dept. of housing has approached DCC to develop land banks
for affordable housing
c) How many times has an approach led to a proposal for funding in either case?
d) How many times has a proposal led to funding from the department?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The City Council has made five separate submissions for funding, through the Serviced
Sites Fund (SSF), to the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, to
assist in the delivery of affordable/cost rental schemes. The sites are as follows:
 Balbutcher, Ballymun, Dublin 11 (affordable purchase)
 Sillogue, Ballymun, Dublin 11 (affordable purchase)
 Cherry Orchard, Ballyfermot, Dublin 10 (affordable purchase)
 O’Devaney Gardens, Dublin 8 (affordable purchase)
 St. Michael’s Estate, Inchicore, Dublin 8 (cost rental)
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All five submissions have received approval in principle from the Department, through
the SSF. The Council will continue to liaise with the Department as the projects
progress through the various stages.
Q.48

COUNCILLOR MANNIX FLYNN
To ask the Chief Executive to supply a full list of all the buildings and sites that are on
the list for order of protected structure and what is the progress regards these
structures? Further what protection in law is afforded to these buildings while pending
the order of protected structures?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Current List of Proposed Additions to Dublin City Council’s Record of Protected
Structures

Structure
Name
6 Parkgate
Street, Dublin
8
7 Parkgate
Street, Dublin
8
8 Parkgate
Street, Dublin
8
Academy of
Medical
Laboratory
Science, 31 Old
Kilmainham,
Dublin 8
139-149 North
King Street,
Dublin 7
Former Player
Wills Factory,
Nos. 276-288
South Circular
Road, Dublin 8
134 Thomas
Street, Dublin
8

Type

Area
Office

Date to Area
Committee

Public
Information
Notice (PIN)
Advertised

Deadline for
observations/
submissions
(closing date for
Advert)

Expiry of 12
week period *

Add

Central

10/11/2020

14/01/2021

24/02/2021

18/05/2021

Add

Central

10/11/2020

14/01/2021

24/02/2021

18/05/2021

Add

Central

10/11/2020

14/01/2021

24/02/2021

18/05/2021

Add

South
Central

18/11/2020

14/01/2021

24/02/2021

18/05/2021

Add

Central

08/12/2020

14/01/2021

24/02/2021

18/05/2021

Add

South
Central

17/02/2021

Add

South
Central

17/02/2021

Report
for City
Council
meeting

* Report must be brought to a full meeting of the City Council within 12 weeks of the
end of the public display and consultation period.
Dublin City Council’s Record of Protected Structures (RPS; Volume 4 of the Dublin
City Development Plan 2016-2022) comprises buildings and other structures of
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“special architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or
technical interest” as provided in Section 51 of the Planning and Development Act,
2000 (as amended).
The statutory process for the consideration of a proposed addition to or a deletion from
the Record of Protected Structures is undertaken in accordance with Sections 51, 54
and 55 of the Act, during the operational period of the Development Plan (i.e. 20162022).
The assessment of the special interest(s) of a structure under the Section 51
categories is examined during a site inspection and the preparation of a report by the
Conservation Section or, in certain cases, by an external consultant appointed on its
behalf. A title search is carried out concurrently to identify owners and occupiers.
Where the special interest(s) of the structure is clearly demonstrated, the report will
conclude with a recommendation to the Deputy City Planner; and inversely where a
structure is recommended for deletion. Where the recommendation is accepted the
statutory process under Sections 54 and 55 of the Act is initiated..
This comprises the formal notification of the owner(s), occupier(s) and prescribed
bodies, along with the publication of a newspaper notice, and the display of the
particulars of the proposed addition/deletion at the offices of the City Council (also
online) for a period of 6 weeks; inviting notified parties and the public to make written
submissions or observations on the proposed addition/deletion.
Once the official notification is sent to the owner(s)/occupier(s) and published in a
newspaper notice, the building becomes a ‘proposed protected structure’ and has the
same protection afforded to it as a protected structure.
At the end of the public consultation process, a report and recommendation on the
proposed addition/deletion must be brought to the City Council for their decision within
12 weeks. This report includes a written consideration of all the submissions and
observations received. The report may recommend to proceed or not with the
proposed addition/deletion, or it may include a recommendation for amendments to
the proposed addition/deletion.
The decision on whether or not to make an addition to or deletion from the Record of
Protected Structures is a reserved function of the City Council. Written notice of the
decision of the City Council is provided to the owner(s), occupiers and relevant
authorities, including the Minister.
Further details in relation to Protected Structures can be found in the Architectural
Heritage Protection Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2011) available at the
following link:
https://www.buildingsofireland.ie/app/uploads/2019/10/Architectural-HeritageProtection-Guidelines-for-Planning-Authorities-2011.pdf
Q.49

COUNCILLOR MANNIX FLYNN
To ask the Chief Executive to issue a full comprehensive list going back over the past
five years of how many buildings and structures Dublin city council has compulsory
purchased or has a compulsory purchase order on? This report also to include how
much money was used to acquire these sites and properties and the location and
intended end use by Dublin city council of these properties.
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDERS
Ryder’s Row/Parnell Street/Capel Street Area Compulsory
(Residential/Commercial Development), Order 2019
67 Capel Street, D1
11-15 Ryder’s Row, D1
218 – 222 Parnell Street, D1
Costs: No compensation has been paid to date.
Purpose: To facilitate residential / commercial development.

Purchase

Emmet Road/Saint Vincent Street West Compulsory Purchase
(Renewal and Rejuvenation) Order 2019
Celtic Pigeon Racing Club premises at Emmet Road/Saint Vincent Street West, D8.
Costs: A compensation claim has being received and is being processed.
Purpose: To facilitate the Redevelopment of St Michael’s Estate.
Main Street Chapelizod Area Compulsory Purchase
(Residential / Commercial Development) Order, 2018
Fee Simple in the following properties:
19 Martin's Row
Area fronting 19 Martin's Row
18 Martin's Row
Area fronting 18 Martin's Row
Arched passageway @ 17 Park Lane
Passageway to rear of 17 Park Lane
Area fronting along 14 Martin's Row to arched passageway at 17 Park Lane
Costs; No compensation has been paid to date.
Purpose: To facilitate residential / commercial development.
Boham Street /Island Street Area Compulsory Purchase (Provision of Social
Housin, Community Centre, Public Park, Public Plaza and Private Amenity
Space) Order, 2017
Public Park (Part Of) Island Street,
Public Road (Part Of) Island Street, Dublin
Public Road (Part Of) Bohham Street, Dublin
Costs: No compensation has been paid to date.
Purpose: Provision of Social Housing, Community Centre, Public Park, Public Plaza
and Private Amenity Space.
Ballymun Area Compulsory Purchase (Renewal and Regeneration of
Ballymun in line with its designation as a key district centre in the Dublin City
Development Plan 2011-2017) Order, 2016.
Ballymun Shopping Centre Units
Costs: €5.3m
Purpose: To facilitate redevelopment of the shopping centre site.
Marshalsea Lane Area Compulsory Purchase (Development) Order 2016
Marshalsea Lane, Thomas Street, Dublin 8
144 Thomas Street (part of) Thomas Street, Dublin 8
Fronting along 143-144 Thomas Street, Dublin 8
Marshalsea Lane intersecting with Marshalsea Lane (part of)
143-144 Thomas Street (rear of),
Costs: No compensation paid to date. One claim is being processed.
Purpose: To facilitate development.
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SITES ACQUIRED COMPULSORILY UNDER THE DERELICT SITES ACT, 1990
The following derelict sites have been retained by the Council under the control of
Housing & Community Services for social housing
Site Acquired
7 Barry Avenue, Finglas, D11
25A Barnamore Pk, Finglas, D11
1C Barry Avenue, D11
19 Connaught Street, D7
21 Connaught Street, D7
6 Creighton Street, Dublin 2
188 Downpatrick Rd, Crumlin, D12
6 Elm Mount Drive, Beaumont, D9.
58 Glenties Park, D11
55 Kilbarron Park, D5
7 Kingsland Park Avenue, D8
48 Manor Place, D7
6 Nelson Street, Dublin 7
414 NCR, D7
7a Oakwood Avenue, D11
35 Oldtown Road, D9
35A Oldtown Road, D9
32 Reuben Avenue, D8
21 Rutland Street Lower
3 St Anthony’s Rd, Rialto, D8
37 Thomas Court, D8

Year
2017
2019
2018
2019
2019
2017
2017
2017
2018
2018
2017
2018
2017
2019
2017
2018
2018
2017
2017
2017
2020

Current Status of site
Refurbished and occupied
Awaiting refurbishment
Refurbished and occupied
Awaiting refurbishment
Awaiting refurbishment
Refurbishment ongoing
Refurbished and occupied
Refurbished and occupied
Refurbished and occupied
Refurbished and occupied
Refurbished and occupied
Refurbished and occupied
Refurbishment ongoing
Awaiting refurbishment
Awaiting refurbishment
Refurbished and occupied
Refurbished and occupied
Refurbished and occupied
Refurbished and occupied
Refurbished and occupied
Awaiting refurbishment

Compensation
Claim being processed
Claim being processed
€163,900.52
No claim to date
No claim to date
Claim being processed
No claim to date
No claim to date
Claim being processed
Claim being processed
Claim being processed
No claim to date
€265,330
No claim to date
No claim to date
Claim being processed
Claim being processed
Claim being processed
No claim to date
€167,585
Claim being processed

The following derelict sites have been placed on the Market / are being placed on the
market.
Address
8 Ferguson Road, D9
10 Ferguson Road, D9
30 Merlyn Road D4

Q.50

Year
2019
2019
2018

Compensation
To be placed on the market
To be placed on the market
sold in 2018

nil cost to the Council

COUNCILLOR MANNIX FLYNN
To ask the Chief Executive to supply a full report with regards to the International
Dublin Literary award prize DCC which costs in the region of €200,000. This report to
include a full breakdown of all costs and expenditures over the past three years. Who
these monies were paid to? What trips abroad, if any, were paid for out of these
monies? How many of the authors and publishing houses have promoted Dublin City
Council upon receiving this reward? What, if any, efforts have been made in the past
three years to secure a private sponsor for this award considering that IMPAC was the
original sponsor of this award for many years and since their departure Dublin City
Council have taken on this financial burden. It is important to note that many artists in
the city of Dublin are living on the poverty line and receive no supports due to lack of
funds from Dublin City Council. Indeed, many communities face severe cutbacks on
their arts programs and yet DCC without much regard are continuing to fork out large
amounts of money unnecessarily on this grandiose award.
Finally, many of the authors and indeed publishing houses that receive this award are
far from the poverty line. You cannot enrich certain artists at the expense of others.
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It is time for a cultural democracy and an equality of spend in DCC’s funding of the arts
and arts awards.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The Dublin Literary Award is a key element of our UNESCO City of Literature
designation and of the international promotion of Dublin’s literary reputation. Research
and experience have shown that Dublin’s outstanding literary and cultural heritage are
core brand strengths that attract leisure visitors and heighten the appeal of Dublin for
worldwide business and conference visitors, as well as for businesses seeking to
locate in Ireland. The City Council’s development plan includes a commitment to the
enhancement and promotion of Dublin as a ‘City of Character and Culture’, promoting
an active artistic and cultural community at city-wide and neighbourhood level, which
are central to making a vibrant city that is an attractive destination for tourism and the
creative industries, and adding to the quality of life of Dubliners. Dublin City Council’s
investment in the Award is a small part of our overall investment in the future of the
City.
A review of the worldwide print and broadcast and online media (excluding social
media) coverage of the 2019 Award announcement shows that the event reached a
potential audience of 52 million around the world.
Following an internal review of the Award, in 2015 it was decided that the value of the
Award to the City is such that we should take full ownership of it, including the title.
The Award was renamed The International DUBLIN Literary Award, and since 2021
The DUBLIN Literary Award.
We are open to exploring any suitable potential partnerships for elements of the Award
but we are not seeking a title sponsor.
Table 1: Expenditure 2018 - 2020

2018
€154,372

2019
€146,378

2020
€91,746

Table 2: Events abroad organised by to promote the Award and Dublin’s status as a
UNESCO City of Literature in period 2018 - 2021:
Year Location
Reason
Persons who travelled
Costs incurred
2018 London Book Showcasing
award, Brendan Teeling,
€10,612
Fair
including
judging Deputy City Librarian;
panel event
Jackie Lynam, Award
office
2019 London Book Showcasing award at Brendan Teeling,
€1,753
Fair
Irish Stand
Deputy City Librarian;
Alison Lyons, Director
Dublin UNESCO City of
Literature
2020 Washington
Event to showcase Lord Mayor of Dublin €12,925
DC*
2020 award longlist Tom Brabazon; City
and celebrate 2019 Librarian Mairead
winner Emily
Owens; Director Dublin
Ruskovich and past UNESCO
City
of
Irish Winner Column Literature Alison Lyons
McCann, in
partnership with Irish
Embassy and
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Georgetown
University. This trip
also
included
a
meeting
with
the
District of Colombia
City Librarian; three
further public library
visits and meetings
with library staff; a
meeting with the Irish
Ambassador and the
staff of the Irish
Embassy to discuss
promotion
of
the
Award; a visit to an
Irish American event
at the Library of
Congress.

How many of the authors and publishing houses have promoted Dublin City
Council upon receiving this reward?
 The winning books have the Dublin Literary Award winner sticker affixed, or
permanently added to the front cover design when new editions are printed.
 Publishers of the winning book add information to their websites to highlight the
Award, and reference it on their social media on the announcement of the
news.
 The Award receives extensive international and national coverage through the
media every year.
 Winning authors reference the Award in subsequent interviews and on their
own websites.
 There is great positivity surrounding the award from publishers/ translators/
authors / booksellers – copies of testimonials are available.
Q.51

COUNCILLOR MANNIX FLYNN
To ask the Chief Executive to issue a full breakdown of all outstanding monies owed
to DCC by utility companies such as the ESB, Bord Gais, Irish Water, Waterways
Ireland, or any other entities where services have been supplied to and payments have
not been received. This report to include how long these payments have been
outstanding and what efforts are being made to recoup these monies.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The only outstanding monies valued at €3,073,141 due to Dublin City Council from
Irish Water for the SLA relate to the January invoice and I expect these monies to be
paid this week at the latest.
Please see the attached document of outstanding monies owed.

Q.52

COUNCILLOR DECLAN MEENAGH
To ask the Chief Executive if a waste management plan is required when applying for
an outdoor event permit. If not, to ask what the Chief Executive's plan is to put this in
place. To further ask if he believes if there is a need for additional facilities to facilitate
waste management at outdoor events in the city.
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
All Event Management Plans received in the Events Unit are forwarded to all
stakeholders including Waste Management Services for review/comments and action.
All outdoor event organisers must have a Litter Management Plan in place before any
event takes place. They can either provide their own cleaning contractor or request the
Dublin City Council, Waste Management Services to carry out the cleaning on a
contract basis.
The Litter Pollution Acts provide for such plans to be in place.
Dublin City Council Events Section facilitates outdoor events in the Public Domain.
Dublin City Council Events Section issues a decision notice permitting the event to
proceed. In order for a decision notice to be issued an event organiser must submit an
Event Management Plan (EMP) to Dublin City Council Events Section prior to the event
taking place. This plan is circulated to all relevant statutory agencies and relevant
Dublin City Council Departments including the Waste Management Division. The EMP
submitted must contain a Litter and Waste Management Plan for the event. This part
of the EMP is reviewed and approved by Dublin City Council Waste Management
Division and any comments are taken into account as to whether a decision notice will
be issued by Dublin City Council Events Section in order for the event to proceed.
A waste and litter management plan is always required to be submitted and approved
by Dublin City Council in advance of an all events that are subject to a required Outdoor
Event Licence pursuant to the Planning and Development Act 2000(as amended). Any
required facilities or measures relating to waste management at the events concerned
are agreed between Dublin City Council and the event organisers in advance of the
events taking place and are contained in the agreed event management and waste
management plans.
Q.53

COUNCILLOR NOELEEN REILLY
To ask the Chief Executive what measure have taken place since the start of the year
to ensure the safety of Horses in Dunsink Finglas in conjunction with Fingal County
Council.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Dublin City Council is part of the Dublin Region Horse Welfare working group which
includes Fingal County Council, South Dublin County Council, the Dublin Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (DSPCA), An Garda Síochána and the
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.
To date, the work of the Group and the recently announced project between Fingal
County Council, the Dublin Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and the
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine has documented over 50 horse
owners in the area and is working to promote responsible horse ownership. A
programme of microchipping & registering horses for passports, castration of stallions
& colts, and the implementation of an emergency vet response team is currently
underway.
Dublin City Council will continue its work with the Dublin Region Horse Welfare working
group and in the Finglas area to address issues of mutual concern.

Q.54

COUNCILLOR NOELEEN REILLY
To ask the Chief Executive for an update on works in Parkview and the plans for the
vacant land.
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
O’Cualann Cohousing Alliance has submitted a proposal for a mixed tenure
development on the vacant lands at Parkview. The proposed development will consist
of 46 no. 3 bed houses for affordable purchase and 34 apartments for social housing
for older persons (14 no. x 1 bed and 20 no. x 2 bed).
The proposal is subject to planning and Section 183 approval by the elected members.
O’Cualann is currently preparing their detailed design with a view to submitting a
planning application.
Q.55

COUNCILLOR NOELEEN REILLY
To ask the Chief Executive can we arrange for another electrical and mattress amnesty
day for Finglas and Ballymun.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The Public Domain Team are planning to arrange a number of these events in 2021
and will circulate the dates as soon as they are available. Any such events are coordinated in line with Covid 19 restrictions.

Q.56

COUNCILLOR NOELEEN REILLY
To ask the Chief Executive for an update on works for Kildonan Park Finglas.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Parks, Biodiversity and Landscape Services are updating proposals for Public
Consultation during March 2021. These public consultation will likely take place on line
due to Covid restrictions. Pending the outcome of this consultation process a formal
Part 8 planning application will be lodged. Please note that it is unclear at this time
precisely what effect the current Covid situation may have on this timeline.

Q.57

COUNCILLOR DECLAN FLANAGAN
To ask the Chief Executive to provide bins in the Stardust Park please and provide an
update on ongoing improvements.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The parks service is more than reluctant to restore bins within this park at this time as
all previous bins had to be removed due to abuse, vandalism and fire setting. It is felt
that bins located outside of the park at the main entrances might not be subjected to
the same attacks and abuses. The Parks Service is in discussion with Waste
Management in this regard. The major improvements as presented to the area
committee have now been completed and apart from some wildflower seeding that is
scheduled in the next number of weeks all that remains is ongoing maintenance.

Q.58

COUNCILLOR DECLAN FLANAGAN
To ask the Chief Executive to confirm how much of the NTA 240 million euro is being
used for walking and cycling infrastructure in Dublin City. Can the CEO provide a
breakdown on same?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The NTA recently announced that €49.875 million of the €240 million grant funding to
local authorities and agencies would be made available to Dublin City Council in 2021
for the delivery of 75 cycling and walking projects and programmes to be implemented
over the next five years, ranging from green schools infrastructure, through COVID
mobility and stimulus package measures, to major infrastructure projects. Further
information on route descriptions is provided in Report No. 67/2021 circulated to
members.
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Q.59

COUNCILLOR DECLAN FLANAGAN
To ask the Chief Executive how many of the DCC libraries have gone digital and have
the capacity to order and exchange books digitally.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Dublin City Libraries have been providing digital services for many years, including
ebooks, eaudio books, digital magazines and newspapers, and online learning and
reference resources.
Since the outbreak of the pandemic and the consequent closing of libraries under
public health restrictions, libraries have allocated increased expenditure to digital
services which has resulted in a significant increase in the use of these services:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Overall usage increased by 83% during 2020
Borrowbox - 125% increase
Pressreader- 200% increase
Tumblebooks - 555% increase
Universal Class - 235% increase
Artist Works - 125% increase
RBDigital Comics - 126% increase
Naxos Music Library - 62% increase

Libraries will continue to expand and develop digital services in response to public
demand.
Q.60

COUNCILLOR DECLAN FLANAGAN
To ask the Chief Executive to comment on the current footfall in Dublin City and the
present situation regarding parking revenue.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Parking Meter Revenue year to date has seen a 60% reduction when compared to the
same period in 2020.
According to the footfall counters throughout the city current footfall is at approximately
35% of pre covid levels. Footfall rose during the summer and again during December
of 2020 but dropped to this level and remained pretty stable during January and
February 2021.

Q.61

COUNCILLOR VINCENT JACKSON
To ask the Chief Executive to please ensure a full traffic audit is taken in Chapelizod
Village Dublin 20 in order to justify why the area needs a safe traffic plan to slow down
and discourage through traffic in this beautiful Village. The area has become very
unsafe over the past 30 years since the establishment of the M50 toll bridge etc.
Residents, Children etc. no longer feel safe with the constant traffic passing through, I
would also venture to say the air quality needs checking here as it must be creating
additional health hazards. The OPW is currently looking at closing off the Phoenix Park
to through traffic this will only cause more congestion in Chapelizod.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Dublin City Council carry out road safety audits on traffic measures that change the
alignment of the road and streets (horizontally and vertically) such as buildouts, change
in kerb layout such as road narrowing and lane realignment. We also carry out road
safety audits on new developments and any schemes that affect vulnerable road users.
The Area engineer has compiled a comprehensive and detailed report of measures
that have taken place in Chapelizod Village.
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Dublin City Council are in-charge of the carriageway on Martins Row up to the
Chapelhill Apartment complex and this has been closely monitored over the past few
years with several improvements made to increase safety and decrease speed.
Martins Row is a narrow road in nature with narrow footpaths, it’s also an arterial road
with a speed limit of 50km/hr. DCC have installed 8 traffic calming ramps along this
stretch of carriageway, a speed table at the Chapelhill Apartments, traffic lights and
several sections of bollards to protect pedestrians. This road also has numerous signs
in addition to these hard traffic calming techniques including the following:














Height Restriction Signs x2,
50km/hr speed limit sign,
School ahead sign x2,
School Children Crossing x2,
One Periodic School Speed Limit sign,
two way traffic sign x2,
Road Narrows On Both Sides x7,
Slow Road Markings x5,
Pedestrian Route,
Traffic Signal ahead x2,
Road line markings, such as centre lines and stop lines
Pay and Display and Permit Parking Road markings.
Yellow box road markings at Park Lane and Main Street

Martins Row has 3 pinch points which have road markings and signage at all 3
locations in both directions to warn motorists of the danger ahead. It has a special
speed limit of 30km near the St Patricks School during school hours.
Notwithstanding the above, a speed survey was carried out which determined that the
85th percentile speed on Martins Row is 29km/h which is below the speed limit.
During the survey which took place on Wednesday September 23, 2020, 7:00 AM Thursday, September 24, 2020, 7:00 AM it was noted that there was only 0.01%
speeding violations during the 24 hr period.
We have informed the Garda Siochana at the Traffic Advisory Group Meeting of
perceived issues of vehicles red light running at the signalised pedestrian crossing in
the village. The Garda said they will continue to monitor and enforce and will respond
to us of any issues.
Given the resources available to us and the information set out in the question above
no further action is considered necessary at this stage. However if the Councillor would
like to raise a specific issue or location with us, we will investigate and carry out an
audit if it is deemed to be appropriate to do so.
Q.62

COUNCILLOR VINCENT JACKSON
To ask the Chief Executive to please report on what measures we are going to
introduce to ensure the street weed issue is addressed early this year. Last summer
some of our communities in Ballyfermot, Drimnagh and Walkinstown had weeds 2 to
3 ft. protruding from the kerbs, tree bases etc. Residents are furious when their
communities are left to go to wreck & ruin. Environmental groups can do so much but
not the whole area.

Appendix A – March 2021 City Council Meeting
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The following strategy will be employed in relation to the control of weeds on public
roads.
Strategy for the Control of Weeds on Dublin City Council’s Road Network 2020 to 2024
As part of Dublin City Council’s commitment to eliminate its reliance on the use of
‘glyphosate’ based herbicide for the control of weeds on its road network, an
assessment of alternative products and methods for weed control has been carried out
and a plan has been developed to cover the period 2020 to 2024.
This plan comprises three key elements:
1.
Eliminate the use of ‘glyphosate’ based herbicide.
2.
Use of alternative weed treatments on all residential roads approximately
800km over a three year cycle.
3.
The development of a strategy to involve local communities in the removal of
weeds from 10% of the road network.
A tender competition was undertaken in 2020. The contract award criteria for this
competition was designed to encourage applicants to put forward innovative,
environmentally friendly and cost effective alternatives for the treatment and removal
of weeds from our roads.
Dublin City Council appointed a contractor (Greentown Environmental) for the purpose
of removing weeds from the road network in 2020. There is an option in this Contract
to allow use of this contractor for three further periods of one year to cover 2021 / 2022/
2023.
Due to Covid 19 restrictions the contractor only commenced works on 30th July 2020.
The contractor used an innovative process/ product called ‘Foamstream’. This involved
the application of hot water, sugar and natural oils to the weeds and is an alternative
to the use of ‘Glyphosate’ based products. Note in 2019 only 10 to 15% of roads were
treated.
The appointed contractor is managed by the Area Offices, who will agree with the
contractor a programme for weed treatment and removal and the particular methods
to be employed on individual roads and streets across the City and its suburbs.
In 2020 Dublin City Council had a budget of €317,000 including VAT available for the
treatment of weeds using this contract. This budget did not make it possible to treat
every road in Dublin City Council.
As this plan represents a departure from the methods previously employed by the
Dublin City Council to control weeds, its implementation and effectiveness will be
monitored on an ongoing basis and if necessary, consideration will be given to revising
the plan as appropriate and in the interest of maintaining the City Council’s road
network to a high standard.
Dublin City Council Parks Department has ceased using glyphosate to treat weeds, in
accordance with our Biodiversity Action Plan (2015-2020), and are actively changing
the way open spaces, grass verges and parks are managed to promote biodiversity.
In addition, Parks are looking at ways to reduce the amount of mowing and introduce
the gradual ‘wilding’ of amenity grassland in its parks, open spaces, roadside verges
and graveyards to allow wildflowers, which in the past have been considered weeds,
to flower and seed. Although this means that ‘weeds’ will be more evident, wild flowers
are an essential food source for bees and many insects which in turn feed into a wider
ecosystem.
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Q.63

COUNCILLOR VINCENT JACKSON
To ask the Chief Executive to please give me an update on the proposed redevelopment of the pavilion next to the Ballyfermot Skate Park & Playground at Le
Fanu Road Park Blackditch / Le Fanu Road Ballyfermot Dublin 10. I would hope these
works will be ready to go ahead after the current Covid 19 lockdown is lifted.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
A contractor is expected to be appointed in the next number of weeks at which time
we will be provided with a programme of work. The Area Committee will be informed
in due course.

Q.64

COUNCILLOR VINCENT JACKSON
To ask the Chief Executive to please give me breakdown on the number of houses
purchased by Dublin City Council in the following years.
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
In Ballyfermot, Inchicore, Bluebell. Walkinstown, Crumlin, Drimnagh and average cost
of house purchase, cost of retrofitting of houses (average).
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Please find table below which sets out details of the number of units acquired by Dublin
City Council across the South Central Area from 2016 to 2020, the type of property
and the average cost per units in each of the local areas.
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Average costs for refurbishments in the areas requested are detailed in the table
below.

Average
Refurb
Average
House
Average Apt

Q.65

2020
€36,443.70

2019
€59,132.13

2018
€46,831.02

2017
€36,187.61

2016
€35,083.13

€46,449.63

€64,146.62

€47,842.44

€39,023.38

€35,083.13

€9,761.29

€17,901.89

€43,284.86

€13,501.41

No Apts

COUNCILLOR JOE COSTELLO
To ask the Chief Executive to give a detailed list of the walking and cycling
infrastructure projects which will be funded by the €50 million allocation from the
National Transport Authority to the City Council for 2021.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The NTA recently announced that €49.875 million grant funding would be made
available to Dublin City Council in 2021 for the delivery of 75 cycling and walking
projects and programmes to be implemented over the next five years, ranging from
green schools infrastructure, through COVID mobility and stimulus package measures,
to major infrastructure projects. Further information on route descriptions is provided
in Report No. 67/2021 circulated to members.

Q.66

COUNCILLOR JOE COSTELLO
To ask the Chief Executive if he will give a breakdown of the number of litter/dog and
traffic wardens in each Area of Dublin City; if he will consider creating a new post of
Community Warden to incorporate the existing roles of dog /litter and traffic wardens
and if he will locate such wardens in every community.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
At present there are 13 Litter Wardens employed in Dublin City Council.
Three Litter Wardens are assigned to the Central Area.
Two Litter Warden are assigned to the North Central Area.
One Litter Warden is assigned to the North West Area.
Two Litter Wardens assigned to South Central Area
Two Litter Wardens assigned to the South East Area.
Three Litter Wardens are assigned to Waste Management Services and provide
services to the Central Commercial District.
Traffic Wardens are a matter for the Parking Enforcement Unit, Environment &
Transportation Department.
There are no plans at present to create a new post of Community Warden.
Dublin City Council does not currently employ Traffic Wardens. The Environment and
Transportation Dept. have engaged Dublin Street Parking Services to deliver the OnStreet Parking Enforcement Service since 2007. Dublin Street Parking Services
currently have approximately 60+ agents for on-street activities.

Q.67

COUNCILLOR JOE COSTELLO
To ask the Chief Executive if he will request the Minister for Housing and Local
Government to revise the level of borrowing permitted in the Rebuilding Ireland
scheme to make it accessible to lower paid workers.
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan scheme was introduced in 2018. As it is a national
scheme it is constantly under review by the Department of Housing, Local Government
and Heritage. Any amendments or changes to the scheme are introduced by the
Department and implemented on their behalf by all Local Authorities. Up to December
2020 Dublin City Council has issued 422 home loans under the scheme.
Q.68

COUNCILLOR JOE COSTELLO
To ask the Chief Executive if he will ensure that all utilities and DCC contractors that
dig up the roads and footpaths are obliged to repair them with the same materials they
removed as many utilities repair footpaths with tarmacadam rather than concrete/
paving.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Utilities are required to permanently reinstate carriageways and footways in the same
surface material as they excavated at the start of their utility works. It is a condition of
their road opening licences to do so. The tarmacadam repairs observed on concrete
and pavior footpaths are temporary reinstatements. Temporary reinstatement is the
first stage of a two stage reinstatement procedure. The second stage is permanent
reinstatement. The Infrastructure Management Unit monitors utility openings and will
not accept them unless the permanent reinstatement is carried out to the required
standard and surface material. The utilities are aware of these requirements which are
set out in The Guidelines for Managing Openings in Public Roads 2017.

Q.69

COUNCILLOR CLAIRE BYRNE
To ask the Chief Executive for an update on improvement works on the pathways along
the Irishtown Nature Reserve, and to ask could the CEO consider installing more bins
here as there is a problem with litter and dog waste?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Waste Management Services will assess the area after improvement works along the
pathways are complete to establish additional bin requirements.
Flooding on the footpath at Irishtown resulting from the heavy rainfall over recent
weeks has been resolved by digging a ‘soak away’ to facilitate drainage of excess
water.

Q.70

COUNCILLOR CLAIRE BYRNE
To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the delivery of the Dodder 'Gutt' Bridge,
and can the manager outline what the 100k awarded by the NTA recently will go
towards.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The planning application for this project will now be lodged as part of the NTA
BusConnects project.
Preliminary design is complete and the draft EIAR is been amalgamated into that of
BusConnects. Land acquisitions and Land Owner agreements are still being
progressed by DCC.
The 100k awarded by NTA will go towards the payment of planning and design costs.

Q.71

COUNCILLOR CLAIRE BYRNE
To ask the Chief Executive can he please use this period of lockdown to carry out the
following works on Grafton Street:
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Re-painting the bollards, bins and street lighting - they all need to be repainted and
now would be a good time to do this when there are less people around.
There are two empty green poles at the College Green end of Grafton St that are
currently serving no purpose. Can the CEO outline the purpose of the poles or consider
removing them to reduce street clutter here
Install more bike parking. There is currently no bike parking between South Anne St
and Andrew Street/ Suffolk St junction and the bike parking that was removed at the
end of Grafton Street have yet to be replaced
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
It has been reported that the green sign poles at the south end of Grafton St are
required for the pedestrian zone signage for the area. This signage was removed
temporarily and will be reinstated shortly.
Sustainable Mobility and Projects
The area will be investigated and if a suitable location can be identified cycle parking
will be installed in a future batch of cycle parking.
The bollards will be inspected and arrangements will be made for re-painting as
necessary.
In relation to painting the lighting columns on Grafton Street we are happy to arrange
for this work to be carried out once we have authorisation to work during the level 5
restrictions.

Q.72

COUNCILLOR CLAIRE BYRNE
To ask the Chief Executive can he provide more details and timelines on the following
schemes listed in the recent Sustainable Mobility Fund from the NTA:
 Liffey Cycle Route (Including Interim / Covid Mobility Measures) €1,250,000
 Grand Canal Cycle Scheme (2-Way Cycle Scheme) €250,000
 Grand Canal South - On Road Cycle Improvement Scheme €2,000,000
 Grand Canal to the Liffey (Grand Canal Greenway upgrade) €500,000 (new)
 Grand Canal to Lincoln Place Cycle Scheme €100,000 (new)
 Dodder Cycle Scheme - Sir John Rogerson Quay to SDCC Boundary
€200,000
 Dodder Greenway at Herbert Park (Part-Funded) €2,500,000
 Clonskeagh to City Centre Cycle Route (DLRCC Boundary - Dodder to College
Green) €500,000
 City Centre Study Proposals €550,000
 College Green Plaza (Part-Funded) €1,700,000
 Fitzwilliam St Cycle Route (Including Interim Scheme) €1,450,000
 South William Street - Pedestrian and Cycle Scheme €175,000
 Grand Canal South - On Road Cycle Improvement Scheme €2,000,000
 Docklands Pedestrian and Cycle Bridges €70,000
 Cycle Safety Intersections
 East Coast Trail - S2S (Liffey to DLRCC Boundary) €1,600,000
 Suffolk St Public Realm Improvement Scheme €100,000
 Harcourt St to South William St Cycle Scheme €200,000 (new)
 Ringsend to College Green Cycle Scheme €100,000 (new)
 Stephens Green to Thomas Street Cycle Scheme €50,000 (new)
 Rathmines to Milltown Cycle Scheme €100,000 (new)
 Wicklow St to College Green Cycle Scheme €50,000 (new)
 Grangegorman to Kevin St - Pedestrian and Cyclist Route €50,000
 Blood Stoney Pedestrian and Cycle Bridge €50,000
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The NTA recently announced that €49.875 million grant funding would be made
available to Dublin City Council in 2021 for the delivery of 75 cycling and walking
projects and programmes to be implemented over the next five years, ranging from
green schools infrastructure, through COVID mobility and stimulus package measures,
to major infrastructure projects. Further information on route descriptions is provided
in Report No. 67/2021 circulated to members.
Q.73

COUNCILLOR COLM O’ROURKE
To ask the Chief Executive that signs be placed on every Dublin City Council general
waste bin explaining to members of the public that dog waste bags can be disposed of
in these bins. Even though Dublin City Council are no longer installing dog waste bins
and have an ‘any bin will do policy’, most members of the public are not aware of this.
Signage may help with the issue in which some people are picking up after their dog
with a dog waste bag but are dumping the bag in public places in protest to the lack of
dog waste bins.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Arrangements will be made to place signage advising members of the public that
doggie bags can be deposited in public litter bins.

Q.74

COUNCILLOR COLM O’ROURKE
To ask the Chief Executive that the measures below be considered at (details
supplied):
A) Bollards be erected at the edge of the footpath at (details supplied) to stop
delivery drivers and others at this location using the space outside the shops like a
road. In addition to this, cars also park on the footpath here and it is regularly blocked.
B) A Bigbelly bin to be erected on the footpath outside (details supplied). The bin is
constantly full here and once the bin is collected - it is often full that evening.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
With regards to part A. Following an inspection it is noted that the compliance in
parking on (details supplied) is generally very good, with vehicles parked on the
carriageway fully and no parking on footways, the width of the road allows for two way
traffic flow and parking on both sides and this works well. This offers good traffic
calming along with the ramps in place. In terms of the area outside the shops, as with
many locations across the city, locations outside shops contain private landings,
installation of bollards in this instance would block access to these. TAG generally do
not install bollards to prevent parking on footways as parking on a footway is illegal
under the Road Traffic Act, and any illegal parking on the footway should be reported
for inspection and monitoring by the Parking Enforcement Team.
B) The suggested location will be assessed to ensure that the frequency of servicing
of the litter bin is being carried out as required. The assessment will consider whether
the capacity requirement is such that the additional capacity provided by smart solar
compactor bins is required at the location.

Q.75

COUNCILLOR COLM O’ROURKE
To ask the Chief Executive that the option of uploading a photograph of a vehicle
causing an obstruction be added to the ‘Report an Obstruction’ form on the Dublin
Street Parking Services website to further help with this issue.
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
This request has been made to DSPS who own and manage the software associated
with Parking Enforcement Activities. If it is possible to adapt the software to enable the
uploading of photos it will be introduced as a feature.
Q.76

COUNCILLOR COLM O’ROURKE
To ask the Chief Executive that (details supplied) be investigated due to the
increasing issue of speeding vehicles here and that a suite of traffic calming measures
be introduced thereafter.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
With regards to (details supplied), this road is provided with a number of speed
ramps, which are located at the optimum distance apart to maximise traffic calming.
The road is located within the 30km Slow Zone. Vehicles primarily park on the
carriageway and this reduces available carriageway width for motorists which
increases driver caution. Additional ramps would lead to increased acceleration and
heavy braking in-between ramps. It is not recommended to install additional traffic
calming measures in this regard.

Q.77

COUNCILLOR JANET HORNER
To ask the Chief Executive for a breakdown of the services provided by Barka to the
DRHE and what reporting is required by Barka of their activities?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
BARKA specialises in helping people from Central and Eastern Europe who are
homeless in Ireland by providing them the opportunity of reconnection and social and
professional reintegration to their home countries. They offer case management
services to clients in conjunction with assistance in social service institutions and public
offices. Also provided are language and translation services in Polish, English and
Russian to homeless individuals. They have links with Eastern European embassies’
and consulates to enable quick access to passports and travel documentation to aid
the repatriation of homeless clients.
BARKA submit quarterly KPI reports to the DRHE documenting the number of clients
that they liaise with as well as the number of repatriations on a quarterly basis.

Q.78

COUNCILLOR JANET HORNER
To ask the Chief Executive for an itemised breakdown of the Traveller Accommodation
Budget?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
A complete breakdown of Traveller Accommodation Budget Capital Recoupment 2020
is provided below.
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Breakdown of Capital Budget Recoupment 2020
Address/Project
Allocation €
Cost
2 Labre Park
€82,108.06
Improvements
€55,865.77
9 St Mary's Park
€5,876.50
Site Condition Surveys
€32,502.44
8 Avila Park
€23,802.89
2 Bridgeview
€17,320.15
City Wide
€62,990.14
Belcamp Lane
€69,383.27
2 Mobile Homes
€27,000.00
Aerial Surveys
€1,838.85
Traveller VOIDS - 5 Dolmen Way + 36 Coultry Drive P1
€55,050.85
Sanitation Units
€47,742.64
Traveller VOIDS - 37 Aulden Grange P1
€92,820.87
Belcamp Payment 1
€133,212.40
Belcamp Payment 2
€124,778.91
Northern Fringe Water Connections
€222,048.84
2 Mobile Homes Emergency Grant Scheme Payment 2
€13,500.00
Belcamp Payment 3
€148,449.02
2 Mobile Homes Emergency Grant Scheme Payment 3
€40,750.05
Site Condition Surveys
€29,347.34
Traveller VOIDS 1 & 4 Cara Park Payment 2
€115,891.59
Traveller VOIDS 9 Bridgeview and 11 Carton Road Payment 4
€139,777.80
8 Avila Park
€12,620.35
2 Bridgeview
€20,702.64
Fire Safety
€66,219.07
Traveller VOIDS 1 Cromlech and 81 Coultry Drive Payment 3
€180,174.37
Belcamp Payment 4
€136,339.89
Labre Park
€108,862.39
Total Recoupment
€2,066,977.09
Outstanding payments from
19 Belcamp Crescent
Traveller VOIDS 1 Cromlech and 81 Coultry Drive Payment 3
8 Avila Park

2020
€7,001.82
€4,619.86
€3,884.43
€15,506.11

Breakdown of Covid 19 Payments 2020
City Wide
€62,990.14
Aerial Surveys
€1,838.85
Northern Fringe Water Connections
€222,048.84
Belcamp Lane Water Connections
€69,383.27
2 Mobile Homes
€27,000.00
2 Mobile Homes Emergency Grant Scheme Payment 2
€13,500.00
2 Mobile Homes Emergency Grant Scheme Payment 3
€40,750.05
Belcamp Payment 1
€133,212.40
Belcamp Payment 2
€124,778.91
Belcamp Payment 3
€148,449.02
Belcamp Payment 4
€136,339.89
Traveller VOIDS 1 & 4 Cara Park Payment 2
€115,891.59
Traveller VOIDS 9 Bridgeview and 11 Carton Road Payment 4
€139,777.80
Traveller VOIDS 1 Cromlech and 81 Coultry Drive Payment 3
€180,174.37
Traveller VOIDS - 5 Dolmen Way + 36 Coultry Drive P1
€55,050.85
Traveller VOIDS - 37 Aulden Grange P1
€92,820.87
€1,564,006.85
Breakdown of COVID 19 Citywide Payments 2020
Social Distance Marking - All sites
Biofog Disinfection - All sites
Bin enclosures Belcamp Lane
Provision of extra Toilet Facilities
Provision of Moving Services– All sites
Site Services for Bluebell Temporary COVID 19 Isolation Site
COVID 19 Support Packs - All sites
COVID 19 information Fridge Magnets – All sites
Leaflet delivery & Security – All sites
Total Amount
A further €5,197.98 was claimed in 2021 for unpaid Security
and support Pack invoices

€7,933.50
€6,537.60
€11,330.93
€912.22
€563.34
€20,252.94
€12,062.54
€676.50
€2,750.53
€62,990.14

Centre
108317
108340
108318
108324
108330
108328
185025
185025
185025
185025
185025
108345
185025
185025
185025
185025
185025
185025
185025
108324
185025
185025
108330
108328
108340
185025
185025
108319

Comments
Third Payment
Account closed
Fifth Payment
Fourth Payment
Sixth Payment
Sixth Payment
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
4 Units returned
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Fifth Payment
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Final Account
Final Account
Final Account
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
3rd Payment

108317 Final Account
185025 Cov19-13
108330 Final Account

185025
185025
185025
185025
185025
185025
185025
185025
185025
185025
185025
185025
185025
185025
185025
185025

Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
Cov19-13
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Q.79

COUNCILLOR JANET HORNER
To ask the Chief Executive for information on the procedure for submitting anonymous
complaints regarding emergency accommodation for residents of EAs?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The DRHE actively pursues all complaints and has a formal complaints policy that
deals with all complaints received. Complaints in relation to DRHE accommodation
facilities for families and single adults are submitted via Dublin City Council’s
Customer Relationship Management ( CRM) process. All complaints must be
investigated within three weeks of receiving the complaint, with a formal response
issued to the individual who submitted the complaint in the first instance.
An anonymous complaint will be investigated but unfortunately, we are unable to send
the formal response to the person who made the complaint if made anonymously. We
encourage anyone who uses EA and wishes to make a complaint to give us his or her
full details and all complaints are investigated in confidence. Alternatively, we ask that
a third party would facilitate the complaint so that the complaint can be investigated
fully and a satisfactory reply issued to the complainant.

Q.80

COUNCILLOR JANET HORNER
To ask the Chief Executive for an update regarding the Reimagining D1 scheme?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The implementation of Reimagining Dublin One is ongoing as follows –




Q.81

The upgrade of an area of public realm on Wolf Tone Street Upper was
completed in 2020 close to the junction with Parnell Street.
The significant improvement works for Liffey Street Upper and Lower will get
underway in the coming months with construction tender documents due to
issue shortly.
Design proposals for Mary Street, North Lotts and the implementation of the
Lanes Strategy will be the subject of public consultation in the coming months,
to allow agreed design improvement proposals to be brought forward for
implementation on 2021/2022.

COUNCILLOR TERENCE FLANAGAN
To ask the Chief Executive for an update regarding planting trees at (details
supplied).
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Parks, Biodiversity and Landscape Services has no plans to carry out works at this
location. The narrow footpaths located along (details supplied) do not provide enough
space for the successful planting of trees. Alterations to the public road design are a
matter for the Environment and Transport Department.

Q.82

COUNCILLOR TERENCE FLANAGAN
To ask the Chief Executive to urgently have a footpath repaired at the following location
(details supplied).
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
This defect has been temporarily dressed. When a defect is logged on our Confirm
database it is rated under two categories – street impact and defect severity. Since
this street is low impact in terms of traffic and the defect is also minor it has not been
prioritised. The defect shall be permanently reinstated in due course.
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An application form under the Housing Adaptation Grant Scheme for Older People and
People with a Disability from (details supplied) was received at this office in
November 2020. (Details supplied) application was assigned to our building inspector
and he contacted the applicant on 2nd December 2020. This application will be further
processed on receipt of the documentation requested by our building inspector at the
initial inspection.
Q.83

COUNCILLOR TERENCE FLANAGAN
To ask the Chief Executive to follow up with planning enforcement the following matter
(details supplied).
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The property concerned appears to have been taken down in 1998 due to safety
concerns in the area. The apartments that were built on the site and adjoining lands
were built pursuant to a 2001 planning application. The Condition relating to the
erection of a plaque on the site relating to (details supplied) are long since
unenforceable, given the far removed time since the granting of the permission and
the building of the apartments concerned. This issue is dating back almost 20 years
and the issue of non- compliance with the condition was not brought to the attention of
the planning enforcement section until January 2021 to the best of our knowledge.

Q.84

COUNCILLOR TERENCE FLANAGAN
To ask the Chief Executive for an update re: plans (details supplied).
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The derelict sites at (details supplied), have been acquired compulsorily by the
Council under the Derelict Sites Act 1990. The houses will not be retained by Housing
& Community Services for social housing due to the costs of reinstatement. The Chief
Valuer’s Office is finalising arrangements to place the houses for sale and it will be a
matter for the purchaser to determine whether the properties have to be demolished
or refurbished. The draft sales brief will be available next month and will be discussed
with the Local Area Councillors in advance of the property going to market.

Q.85

COUNCILLOR ALISON GILLILAND
To ask the Chief Executive to detail any increase in staff in the DCC Housing Section
to support the need to increase our output of housing delivery.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The Housing Department have adequate resources to deliver the direct build housing
programme pipeline over the next 5/10 years. As with any large organisation there is
churn of staff especially in the technical areas but the Human Resources Department
are very active in the workforce planning area to meet these challenges. The Housing
Department operates a hybrid model (in house teams and external consultants) to
design and build out the programme and this gives the council the required flexibility
that ensures the best use of resources. Understandably, there is a prioritisation
process that dedicates resources to key projects and delivery programmes and this
needs to be calibrated on a regular basis. These schemes include the following:
 Regeneration programmes
 New build on clear sites
 Senior citizen developments
 Traveller accommodation
 Affordable housing schemes
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The other delivery platforms are also essential in the overall Housing delivery
programme and essentially are procurement and project management functions within
the City Council and they include the following:
 Housing Land Initiative projects – this delivers units at scale and ensures mixed
tenure
 PPPs – 2 large scale projects will be delivered in Dublin in 2020/21 with 3 more
sites are at design stage
 Emmet Road (St Michaels) costs rental and social housing scheme
 Donore Avenue (St. Teresa’s Gardens) LDA carrying out function of design
team on behalf of DCC with oversight from DCC project board
Other specialist teams within the City Council have a programme remit over the
following delivery streams:
 Part Vs
 AHB Delivery
 Leasing
 Acquisitions and turnkey developments
While we constantly strive for continuous improvement in our processes and skills sets
many of the factors slowing housing delivery over the last few years are external
factors rather than resource constraints:
 Community acceptance issues over the development of social housing
 Many sites left in the city area are compromised and are not ‘green field’ sites
that are easier to develop. This leads to delays and increased costs and more
demanding design solutions
 Regeneration builds are resource heavy but assistance from the Area Offices
is key to success.
 Covid factors (2020 and 2021 obviously)
 Construction industry is a heavily regulated sector which requires many
specialities and expertise
The Housing Department constantly reviews its human resource requirements across
all the different disciplines and works closely with the HR Department to deal with those
challenges.
Q.86

COUNCILLOR ALISON GILLILAND
To ask the Chief Executive to detail the following building statistics with regard to buildto-let developments:
i) the number of applications within the DCC jurisdiction to both DCC and ABP during
the following years: 2018; 2019 and 2020
ii) the number of units contained in applications for build-to-let developments within the
DCC jurisdiction to both DCC and ABP during the following years: 2018; 2019 and
2020
iii) the number of commencements of build-to-let applications within the DCC
jurisdiction to both DCC and ABP during the following years: 2018; 2019 and 2020
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Due to the volume of records that have to be checked on APAS (planning system) we
will not be in a position to provide the information to the Council meeting. The
information will be compiled and forwarded to the Councillor within the next fortnight.

Appendix A – March 2021 City Council Meeting
Q.87

COUNCILLOR ALISON GILLILAND
To ask the Chief Executive to detail the following building statistics with regard to coliving developments:
i) the number of applications within the DCC jurisdiction to both DCC and ABP during
the following years: 2018; 2019 and 2020
ii) the number of units contained in applications for co-living developments within the
DCC jurisdiction to both DCC and ABP during the following years: 2018; 2019 and
2020
iii) the number of commencements of co-living applications within the DCC jurisdiction
to both DCC and ABP during the following years: 2018; 2019 and 2020
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
There were 23 valid applications for 3,620 bed spaces. No applications commenced.
Please see attached document.

Q.88

COUNCILLOR ALISON GILLILAND
To ask the Chief Executive to detail the following building statistics with regard to
regular private for sale housing i.e. non build to let, non-co-living and non-social
housing:
i) the number of applications within the DCC jurisdiction to both DCC and ABP during
the following years: 2018; 2019 and 2020
ii) the number of units contained in applications for regular private for sale housing
developments within the DCC jurisdiction to both DCC and ABP during the following
years: 2018; 2019 and 2020
iii) the number of commencements of regular private for sale housing applications
within the DCC jurisdiction to both DCC and ABP during the following years: 2018;
2019 and 2020.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Due to the volume of records that have to be checked on APAS (planning system) we
will not be in a position to provide the information to the Council meeting. The
information will be compiled and forwarded to the Councillor within the next fortnight.

Q.89

COUNCILLOR MICHAEL PIDGEON
To ask the Chief Executive, in relation to my Question 100 in the February 2021
meeting, how is the length of time spent in emergency accommodation calculated?
Does that time begin, for example, the first time someone enters into the DRHE
services or is it the length of stay in their current accommodation? And if the latter
case, are there details on how long people have been in the emergency
accommodation system with DRHE in total?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The duration or length of time spent in emergency accommodation is calculated from
the first time that someone enters Homeless Services and is not based just on their
current accommodation only.
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Q.90

COUNCILLOR MICHAEL PIDGEON
To ask the Chief Executive to set out the current status and intended timeline for the
pedestrianisation of Liffey Street, as voted for in September 2019? Will he consider
temporary measures to pedestrianize the space in advance of the permanent works?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The Central Area Office is leading on a project to pedestrianize both Mary St. And
Liffey St. on a pilot basis once public health guidelines allow.

Q.91

COUNCILLOR MICHAEL PIDGEON
To ask the Chief Executive to provide me with figures for the overall number of road
deaths, and a breakdown of pedestrian deaths and cyclist deaths in each of the last
five most recent years for which final or preliminary figures are available?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The information requested by the councillor will take time to produce. The Road Safety
Section will produce a report on the fatalities of pedestrians and cyclist of the last five
years and it will forward the report to the councillor in due course.

Q.92

COUNCILLOR MICHAEL PIDGEON
To ask the Chief Executive to provide me with a link to a data set that shows the rates
levied and collected by street or road within the local authority area?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Dublin City Council manages the collection of rates through a dedicated rates
information management system (Orbis). No link is available for access to this system.
I am unable to provide account information as requested by street or road but have set
it out by Electoral Area and Area Committee.
Rates Levied and Arrears by Electoral Area

Rates Charge 2020
€
9,147,753
€
88,429,516
€
13,020,264
€
5,299,025
€
2,971,169
€
7,256,981
€
19,651,333
€
14,978,939
€
8,048,380
€
32,911,665
€
155,978,489
€
357,693,512
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€
€
€
€
€
€
€
€
€
€
€
€

2019 Arrears
1,492,915
5,100,976
1,553,682
2,844,174
175,295
897,285
1,679,221
2,863,630
734,911
2,302,734
3,413,325
23,058,148

Local Electoral Area
CABRA-GLASNEVIN
NORTH INNER CITY
ARTANE-WHITEHALL
CLONTARF
DONAGHMEDE
BALLYMUN-FINGLAS
BALLYFERMOT-DRIMNAGH
SOUTH WEST INNER CITY
KIMMAGE-RATHMINES
PEMBROKE
SOUTH EAST INNER CITY

2020 Arrears
Total
€
1,530,376
€ 10,430,308
€
1,654,574
€
3,113,346
€
205,182
€
869,214
€
1,635,855
€
2,979,355
€
792,867
€
3,009,673
€
7,842,643
€ 34,063,392

Area Committee
Central
Central
North Central
North Central
North Central
North West
South Central
South Central
South East
South East
South East

Area Committee
Arrears Total
€

11,960,684

€
€

4,973,102
869,214

€

4,615,210

€
€

11,645,183
34,063,392

COUNCILLOR CAT O’DRISCOLL
To ask the Chief Executive for a statement on ‘Smart Dublin’ and the appropriateness
of its documented relationship with ‘Hibernia REIT’ (Dublin Inquirer Feb 17th 2021),
and to future proof these concerning developments in the forthcoming City
Development Plan with guidelines on how council funded projects interact with large
multinational vulture funds.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The article in the Dublin Inquirer referred to engagements with Hibernia REIT through
our Smart Docklands project. www.smartdocklands.ie Smart Docklands is a
partnership between Dublin City Council, Enable Research Centre and Connect
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Research Centre based in Trinity College Dublin (both Science Foundation Ireland
funded research centres) As a smart city ‘testbed’, Smart Docklands provides a
platform for innovators and entrepreneurs to test cutting-edge solutions to local
challenges. To identify local challenges we work closely with a diverse range of
stakeholders including physical infrastructure companies, utility providers, property
developers, building owners and local residents. Hibernia REIT are one of many
stakeholders that support the Smart Docklands initiative.
The Development Plan process is an open, transparent and democratic process set
out in statute. The Planning Acts prescribe three separate public consultation phases,
and also define the content of such Plans- including but not limited to preparing a core
strategy, housing, childcare, zoning, heritage, biodiversity, movement and enterprise.
The drafting and adoption of a development plan is a reserved function of the Council.
The content is also driven by national and regional policy (NPF, RSES, Guidelines,
NTA, DES etc.), public submissions and the directions issued by the Elected Members
at the pre-draft stage. The Plan contains a series of policies and objectives that will all
be subject to full environmental assessment and public examination; and a series of
debates by the Elected Members. The means by which Council projects are funded is
not a matter for the Development Plan.
Q.94

COUNCILLOR CAT O’DRISCOLL
To ask the Chief Executive, in conjunction with Smart Dublin, to investigate smart
solutions to Dublin’s air quality issues. Such a solution could incorporate collation of
council & EPA data to provide real time signage across Dublin City, and potentially all
4 local authorities, at key points such as schools, main streets and thoroughfares to
encourage motorists, parents and citizens to make smarter, more informed real time
decisions around ‘car idling’ and ‘illegal burning’ and allowing vulnerable people to
avoid areas of poor air quality.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The feasibility of utilising existing signage infrastructure in Dublin to display real time
air quality data was explored in 2020, and it was found that this was not a viable option
for technical reasons. The Air Quality Monitoring and Noise Control Unit is working with
The Smart Cities office to develop other innovative ways of bringing real time air quality
data to a wider audience in ways that empower them to make informed decisions on
their behaviours and to understand how these influence the air quality in their locality.
Details of these proposals are nearing completion and will be announced in the coming
months.
Dublin City Council will also be assisting the Environmental Protection Agency and An
Taisce in a major citizen science project on air quality during 2021, which will focus on
raising general awareness of air quality issues and the importance of individual choice
in protecting air quality.

Q.95

COUNCILLOR CAT O’DRISCOLL
To ask the Chief Executive to address the poor living conditions at (details supplied).
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Housing Maintenance will arrange for an inspection in relation to the damp and any
necessary works will be carried out. We will send an application form to the tenant for
the installation of shower.

Q.96

COUNCILLOR CAROLINE CONROY
To ask the Chief Executive can all the rain water drains in the Santry Village and Santry
Avenue area please be unblocked urgently.
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The Surface Water and Flood Incident Management Division have attended these
areas regularly for gully cleaning. A number of defects or problems with gullies have
been identified which could be contributing to the flooding in the area. They have been
passed on to the Drainage Services Division.
Drainage Services will review and prioritise required gully repairs in the area with a
view to resolution. Repair works will be progressed in line with available resources.
Q.97

COUNCILLOR CAROLINE CONROY
To ask the Chief Executive can a heading of Climate Action be added to our monthly
agenda. Dublin City Council made a commitment through the Climate Action Plan to
tackle the climate crisis through all its work. It would be good to hear what steps have
been taken each month to tackle this crisis.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The City Council’s Climate Action Plan 2019 -2024 features a range of actions across
five key Areas - Energy & Buildings, Resource Management, Transportation, Flood
Resilience and Nature Based Solutions.
The Climate Action, Environment and Energy Strategic Policy Committee has a
programme of works that provides for the detailed examination on the progress of the
actions agreed in the Plan. Each meeting of the Committee deals with one of the Action
Areas. This is underpinned by the work of the Climate Action Subcommittee.
The question raised will be placed on the Agenda of the Climate Action, Environment
and Energy Strategic Policy Committee at the meeting to be held on 31st March 2020
and any decision made will be forwarded to the Corporate Policy Group for
consideration.

Q.98

COUNCILLOR CAROLINE CONROY
To ask the Chief Executive can all local parks have a composting area for the general
public in order to avail of free compost when it has broken down. There will be a
shortage of peat compost because Bord na Mona have ceased production and
therefore there is increased demand for compost. This would be a win win for
communities who could bring their green waste to locations around the community for
free and then get a by-product for free. This will also mean DCC is not paying a
company to deal with this waste and locals are also not paying a company to get rid of
their green waste.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Composting of public green waste has been attempted before however it was not
successful due to complaints from local residents. Such locations would also require
full time staffing otherwise there would be a free for all leading to dumping of green
waste and other materials which could not be composted. If there is an interest by a
local group to carry out a small scale composting in their green space this can be
considered on a case by case basis and subject to agreement with the local residents.

Q.99

COUNCILLOR CAROLINE CONROY
To ask the Chief Executive can we start with all local parks putting in place a Lost &
Found box near the entrance gates? This box will be used for items that are lost when
people are out & about in the park or nearby e.g. Baby shoes, toys, gloves, hats, keys
etc. It is very frustrating to see these items on the ground which more than likely will
end up in the bin.
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
It would not be feasible to put a lost and found box in every park. Typically people put
such lost items in an obvious location so that the individual can find the lost item.
Obviously after a period of time the item will be disposed of.
Q.100 COUNCILLOR KEITH CONNOLLY
To ask the Chief Executive when the TAG recommended ramps will be installed at
(details supplied).
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Installation of ramps on (details supplied) are included in our works programme for
this year. These works are currently being procured and we anticipate installation
taking place in April.
Q.101 COUNCILLOR KEITH CONNOLLY
To ask the Chief Executive to inspect the windows at (details supplied) with a view to
replacement.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Housing Maintenance fabricated new windows for this property in 2016 and the tenant
refused them. When level 5 restrictions are lifted we will have the windows inspected.
Q.102 COUNCILLOR KEITH CONNOLLY
To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the redevelopment of (details supplied).
a) When will this go to public consultation
b) Has capital funding been secured for project; and if so how much?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
a) Parks, Biodiversity and Landscape Services are updating proposals for Public
Consultation during March 2021. These public consultation will likely take place on line
due to Covid restrictions. Pending the outcome of this consultation process a formal
Part 8 planning application will be lodged. Please note that it is unclear at this time
precisely what effect the current CoViD situation may have on this timeline.
b) Provision has been made in our Capital Program 2021-2023 to fund the delivery of the
design and Part 8 planning aspect of this proposal.
Q.103 COUNCILLOR KEITH CONNOLLY
To ask the Chief Executive to arrange for the repair of the fencing at (details
supplied).
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Housing Maintenance has carried out repairs to the fence at the above address.
Q.104 COUNCILLOR JOHN LYONS
To ask the Chief Executive for the latest list of potential sites identified by the council
for Traveller-specific accommodation; to detail the processes involved in selecting
sites, including the nature of consultation with the Traveller community, the various
planning, procurement and construction stages involved in delivering Traveller
accommodation and a report on whether the Traveller Accommodation Programme
2019-2024 has been or will be reviewed and updated to provide an accurate
contemporary account of Traveller accommodation delivery.
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
 Dublin City Council has identified a number of infill sites across the city which
might be suitable sites for accommodation for Traveller families.
 The Property Department has been requested to search for suitable sites.
 Dublin City Council includes accommodation opportunities for Traveller families
in new developments where requested to by families e.g. where the
development is in proximity to existing family supports.
 The Council is considering its available land banks and land banks not currently
in the Councils ownership for the provision of new Traveller Specific
Accommodation.
The Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee (LTACC) would be
consulted on any new sites that were viable for development prior to procurement and
planning.
Planning Stages: Pre Part 8 process takes place early in the project once a design
is agreed. Pre-planning consists of:
 Recommendation by Area Committee on plans produced
 Consultation with Council Departments/Sections such as Roads & Traffic, Drainage
etc. on project specifics.
 Agreement of Planning Department that project is appropriate and outlines any
planning concerns that may hinder progress
The Part 8 process takes up to 20 weeks to complete and is applied for at Stage 2.
Approval must be given before applying to the Department for Stage 3 approval. Once
Stage 4 approval is received from the Department, construction can begin.
Procurement Stages: Procurement is provided by pre-qualified contractors under the
Multi-Party Framework Agreement for the procurement of Works Contractors for works
on Traveller Accommodation in Four Lots 2019.
Construction Stages:
All Traveller Specific Accommodation follow the same procedures as standard housing
projects and are progressed under two categories.
Category 1: Single Stage process for projects with an all-in cost below €2 million.
Single Stage: Capital Appraisal & Project Review 3 – Preliminary Design Stage
 Identify the Need, Assess Alternative Means of Meeting this Need and make
Recommendation - Consider Housing Waiting List, what other delivery would be
available, anything more cost effective or quicker delivery, and make a
recommendation as to the optimal.
 Project Brief
 Sustainable Community Proofing
 Site Constraints & Site Abnormalities
 Programme – Timelines for main milestones
 Project Management & Delivery
 Outline Design Drawings – Site layout and internal layout, sections and elevations of
dwellings
 Cost Details
Category 2: Four Stage Process for projects in excess of €2 million all in cost.
Pre -Stage 1
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 Preliminary Discussion – Informally explore suitability, potential issues and strategies.
Stage 1 Capital Appraisal & Project Review 1
Identify the SH Need
 Assess Alternative Means of Meeting Need – Leasing, Purchase - anything more cost
effective or quicker delivery
 Recommendation as to the best way to meet identified need. (For projects > €20
million, submit Cost Benefit Analysis)
 Project Brief
 Sustainable Community Proofing
 Site Constraints & Site Abnormalities
 Programme Timelines for main milestones,
 Project Management & Delivery
 Cost Details





Stage 2 Pre-Statutory Approval
Confirmation of Procurement of Consultants – Tender reports to show compliance with
National or EU requirements
Scheme Design Drawings – Plans, sections, elevations to demonstrate general
consistency with Dept. guidelines
Technical Report – Respond to any Stage 1 Conditions, Design Report, Pre-Planning
consultations
Cost Plan – Stage 2

Stage 3 Pre-Tender Approval
 Updated Drawings - Only required if changes to design since Stage 2 was approved
 Technical Report - Respond to any Stage 2 conditions, any changes caused by
planning.
 Detailed Cost Plan –Stage 3
Stage 4 Tender Approval
 Tender Report, Schedule of tenders received, method of evaluation and clear
recommendation by Local Authority
 Budget Report – Respond to any Stage 3 conditions, tender process and costs
compared to Stage 3 approval
 Detailed Cost Plan – Stage 4
The Traveller Accommodation Programme 2019-2024 is formally reviewed (in
accordance with the legislation) at its midterm. The review will take place in Q3 and
Q4 2021. In the meantime, updates will be provided to the LTACC at each meeting
and an end of year progress report is available for 2020.
Q.105 COUNCILLOR JOHN LYONS
To ask the Chief Executive for a report on the number of new playgrounds expected
to be delivered across the city over the next year, the number of upgrades and refits
of existing playground facilities and to provide details as to the nature, number and
location of playground facilities that are inclusive of children with disabilities.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
In 2021, there will be two new playgrounds opened at Bridgefoot St Park and in the
Peoples Park, Ballyfermot. About 10 playground upgrades will be carried out the exact
ones have not yet been decided.
Fifty three of the sixty seven playgrounds in Parks throughout the city are considered
to be inclusive of children with disabilities.
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Q.106 COUNCILLOR DONNA COONEY
To ask the Chief Executive if bins that are rusty around the city particularly on the
Clontarf promenade can be replaced.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
It is planned to do surveys this year with regards to rusted bins and bins that are near
the end of their life, with the view of replacing those that need immediate replacing and
planning for those that will require replacing in the near future. Our Bin Maintenance
crew will inspect the bins on Clontarf Promenade and carry out the necessary
repainting, repairs or replacement as required.
Q.107 COUNCILLOR DONNA COONEY
To ask the Chief Executive if Dublin City Council are applying for outdoor venue COVID
resilience funding from the department of Arts and Culture.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, Catherine Martin
TD, announced the Outdoor Public Space Scheme 2021 on 11th February 2021.
This is a new funding scheme to help local authorities open up and create public
spaces and facilities dedicated to the arts, culture and festivals. The support will allow
each local authority to adapt, equip or otherwise improve public spaces for cultural and
events activities. The new scheme will take account of public health guidelines and of
the needs of local arts and entertainment communities.
The features of this latest COVID-19 capital fund response are as follows:
 funding will be available to local authorities
 local authorities can apply for a capital grant of up to €250,000 for a project at
a funding rate of up to 90%
 funding will be awarded for projects that focus on the delivery of infrastructure
to support arts, culture, creative activities, entertainment events and festivals
and the Night-time Economy
 local authorities should consult with Fáilte Ireland on the proposed project
 eligible projects include the provision, adaptation or improvement of outdoor
public spaces in population centres
 local authorities should ensure that proposed facilities are relevant to local
needs and circumstances
 all grants will be paid out on the basis of paid invoices
 the scheme will apply for the period of the COVID-19 pandemic and
applications will be accepted throughout
 local authorities can propose suitable projects for the scheme immediately
Within Dublin City Council, the Culture, Recreation and Economic Services (CRES)
Department in consultation with Area managers will be preparing a submission to the
fund.
Q.108 COUNCILLOR DONNA COONEY
To ask the Chief Executive what funds are being applied for from the EU for climate
mitigation, flooding, green infrastructure and protection of biodiversity?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
E&T has applied for EU Funding under the H2020 Green Deal Call. All three projects
for which funding applications have been submitted respond to climate mitigation and
adaptation. Two applications include aspects related green infrastructure, and one

Appendix A – March 2021 City Council Meeting
application includes aspects related to flooding, biodiversity protection, pollution
reduction, greening of the city, air quality and telemetry.
Dublin City Council Parks, Biodiversity and Landscape Services is participating
currently in five applications for EU funding – three under the EU Green Deal and two
under Horizon 2020. These are all concerned with biodiversity and green
infrastructure, one is on flooding and four of these are concerned with climate change.
The main beneficiaries of the funds will be Irish third-level institutions, but DCC will
benefit in terms of funding for ecosystem restoration, citizen science and climate
change adaptation initiatives and will be a key stakeholder partner for demonstration
sites. DCC Parks, Biodiversity and Landscape Services is not a lead partner or direct
beneficiary of funds. DCC Parks, Biodiversity and Landscape Services will receive
funds by way of reimbursement of costs for provision of technical support staff and
facilities to enable the projects. We are currently providing similar supports to two
Horizon 2020 projects on biodiversity and climate change.
Q.109 COUNCILLOR DONNA COONEY
To ask the Chief Executive if Dublin City Council could work with communities with low
energy rating in older housing to help with applications for groups of households for
grants and loans to undertake deep retrofitting and installation of community energy to
help reduce CO2 and enable warmer homes, cleaner air for Dublin citizens”
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
In relation to the deep retrofitting and installation of energy enhancements, Dublin City
Council has a role only for its own Housing Stock (rented) and other
properties/buildings that it has ownership of. It does not have a role in relation to private
homes or properties.
Such responsibilities would rest with the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland
(S.E.A.I.) and the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications.
Q.110 COUNCILLOR DANNY BYRNE
To ask the Chief Executive for an update in relation to addressing the historically high
rent arrears and what action has been taken in in the past year in relation to this matter.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Legal Actions: The pandemic curtailed our arrears recovery capacity in this respect.
Court hearings were adjourned from March 2020 onwards therefore no Orders for
Possession could be obtained; more than 70 tenancy warnings expired as they could
not be progressed to court during 12 month validity period; restrictions on evictions
affected new proceedings.
Executive Housing Officer Engagement: Level 5 restrictions meant that Executive
Housing Officers could not make house calls for the best part of the year relying on
telephone calls, e-mails and correspondence.
However, despite the challenging environment, rental income of €92,273,801 was
collected in 2020.
Arrears Recovery Programme: The Housing Rents section adopts a combination of
engagement and enforcement. All efforts are made to engage with tenants and
impress on them the importance and necessity to pay their rent charge in full and on a
regular basis. Executive Housing Officers agree a reasonable and fair repayment plan
with the tenant - no further action is taken if that plan is adhered to. Where informal
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engagement fails to secure an agreement, enforcement is the next step and the rent
recovery procedure is triggered. The following actions were taken in 2020:
36,937 warning letters were issued.
52 Tenancy warnings were issued
125 cases were referred to the Legal Department to seek Possession Orders
3 orders for possession were obtained
1 eviction
Resourcing:
All vacant posts at Executive Housing Officer were filled in May 2020
A dedicated Executive Housing Officer was assigned to RAS arrears
A new solicitor was recruited and assigned solely to rent arrears cases
Ongoing monitoring of high income/high arrears cases and top 300 arrears cases
LAVA, a new system that provides access to income details came online in November
2020. This system removes our reliance on tenants to provide income details for rent
assessment purposes. Access to income details should facilitate a more accurate rent
assessment and reduce the likelihood of large debits accruing.

Q.111 COUNCILLOR DANNY BYRNE
To ask the Chief Executive to have the roadway at Grand Parade resurfaced. It is in a
very poor condition.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The Traffic Dept. is best placed to give an update on the South Grand Canal Cycle
Route scheme as it would not be prudent for Road Maintenance Services to plan to
works here in advance of this scheme.
The Sustainable Mobility & Projects Division is in consultation with the NTA for this
section of the road to Baggot Street to be added to the South Grand Canal Cyleway &
Footway Project.
Q.112 COUNCILLOR BRIEGE MACOSCAR
To ask the Chief Executive to arrange for a replacement tree to be planted at (details
supplied).
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Parks, Biodiversity and Landscape Services will arrange an inspection of tree pit at
(details supplied) and will be added to future tree planting programs should it be
suitable location for a replacement tree.
Q.113 COUNCILLOR BRIEGE MACOSCAR
To ask the Chief Executive to provide a breakdown of the pedestrian crossing projects
to which the recently announced NTA funding has been allocated to and the timeline
for delivering the projects.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The list of Pedestrian Crossing projects is being finalised at the moment. Once this list
is finalised these Pedestrian Crossings will need to be designed. We are hoping to
start construction on these Pedestrian Crossings in late 2021.
Q.114 COUNCILLOR BRIEGE MACOSCAR
To ask the Chief Executive to provide an update on the Part 8 process in conjunction
with Ballymun Kickhams for site 31 as part of the Ballymun LAP.
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
In accordance with the Ballymun Local Area Plan 2017 Site Brief for Site 31
consultants have been appointed to carry out a site analysis to facilitate the following:
 Provision of a sports facility for Ballymun Kickhams GAA.
 High density uses fronting onto the R108
 Provision of a green link to support the biodiversity.
The consultants are finalising a report on this analysis. Once this has been completed
Dublin City Council will engage with Ballymun Kickhams GAA.
Q.115 COUNCILLOR RACHEAL BATTEN
To ask the Chief Executive to repair the road surface outside Glenaan Road Dublin 9
in the middle of the road which has sunken and pools with water during rainfall.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Road Maintenance Services has inspected this location. A repair has been scheduled
when a works crew is available in the area. A pothole repair will be scheduled in the
coming days to repair the localised pothole.
Q.116 COUNCILLOR RACHEAL BATTEN
To ask the Chief Executive to arrange for maintenance of the shrubbery from Ellenfield
Park which is growing onto Ellenfield Road and Glencorp Road.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The majority of the shrubbery along Glencorn Road has been removed to afford views
in and out of the park. The areas where shrubbery remains will be inspected to ensure
that it is not interfering with the public footpath and any works deemed necessary on
safety grounds will be carried out with the lightest touch to remove the hazard as the
requirements of the wildlife act are in force from the 1st March.
Q.117 COUNCILLOR RACHEAL BATTEN
To ask the Chief Executive to outline if the Coolock interchange is due to receive any
upgrades in terms of pedestrian safety.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
There are presently no upgrades proposed to the Coolock Interchange at present with
regards pedestrian safety. The junction does not form part of the Bus Connects
Infrastructure.
Having regard to the future development of the Housing Land Initiative site at Oscar
Traynor Road (OTR), a study was undertaken in 2020 to look at options for improving
the pedestrian and cycling environment at the interchange. The recommendations
from this report require input and agreement with Fingal County Council, Transport
Infrastructure Ireland (TII) and the National Transport Authority (NTA) who are all
involved in the management/ownership of the interchange. These discussions will be
progressed in the context of the OTR development should such development be
forthcoming in the future.
Q.118 COUNCILLOR RACHEAL BATTEN
To ask the Chief Executive to outline how much money has been spent by DCC on
public realm enhancements in Santry broken down over the last three years?

Appendix A – March 2021 City Council Meeting
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The Santry area came into the North Central Area in the 2nd quarter of 2019 following
the change in electoral boundaries from the North West Area.
The North central area office has spent approximately E55,000 to E60,000 on the
Public Realm in the Santry area for 2020.
The Santry area is comprised of a number of housing estates and main roads from
Whitehall through to DCU and junction with Ballymun, Northwood Santry to the north
and east to the M1. For the purpose of this reply it is assumed reference is to the
Village of Santry from the M1 fly over at Whitehall to the Santry Avenue junction.
The main investment over the last three years has been through planning gain on the
key sites in the village, Marks and Spenser and Lidl on the fringe of Omni Centre and
the redevelopment of the former Swiss Cottage site to deliver improved public realm
paving and pedestrian crossings improving accessibility. These are not a direct cost to
Dublin City Council but do require significant staff resources and engagement at all
stages of the project to ensure design and delivery comply with DCC Road
Construction Standards. Delivery of these key sites has improved the experience of
the village significantly.
Road Maintenance Services Division under its annual works programme has carried
out a number of significant carriageway and footpath schemes in Santry over the last
three years. In 2018 the carriageway including cycling infrastructure was resurfaced
on Collins Avenue from Larkhill Road to Swords Road at a cost of €175,000 and
footpath reconstruction took place on Swords Road from Larkhill Road up to the Maxol
filling station at a cost of €175,000. In 2020 the carriageway was resurfaced on Swords
Road between Shanowen Road and Shanowen Drive and this included cycling
infrastructure between Shanowen Road and Shanrath Road. The overall cost of this
scheme was €221,000.
The local area office support the Tidy Villages group and deliver hanging baskets and
small interventions like the planting on the northern end of the village beside the
pathways, hanging baskets and planters.
Q.119 COUNCILLOR DAITHÍ DOOLAN
To ask the Chief Executive the following:
A. How many applications were received from council tenants in Dublin City for
housing extension on medical grounds or on grounds of overcrowding in the cores
2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 & 2020 for each admin area,
B. How many extension were carried out in each of these years,
C. How many applications are currently on the waiting list in DCC
D. What was the DCC budget allocation for each of the years?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Applications Received
A. Medical Grounds
2016 – 37
2017 – 55
2018 – 35
2019 – 25
2020 – 23

Overcrowding
2016 - 9
2017 - 11
2018 - 14
2019 - 13
2020 - 6
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B. Extensions carried out each year:
2016 – 10
2017 – 13
2018 – 11
2019 – 15
2020 – 10
C. Applicants on the waiting list for Extensions :
Medical Grounds: 48
Overcrowding Grounds: 233
D. Budget Allocation each year:
2016 – 2 Million
2017 – 2 Million
2018 – 2.5 Million
2019 – 2.5 Million
2020 – 2.5 Million
Q.120 COUNCILLOR DAITHÍ DOOLAN
To ask the Chief Executive to provide the councillor with an update from the Garda
Síochána on the investigation in to the recent fire at Thornton’s recycling plant?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
This question is not for DCC to investigate, it is a matter for An Garda Síochána.
Q.121 COUNCILLOR CIERAN PERRY
To ask the Chief Executive to comment on the situation where approximately 80 stray
horses continue to wander in the Dunsink area of Finglas? Do Dublin City Council have
a strategy to deal with this continuing animal welfare issue?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Dublin City Council is part of the Dublin Region Horse Welfare working group which
includes Fingal County Council, South Dublin County Council, the Dublin Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (DSPCA), An Garda Síochána and the
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.
The DSPCA announced a 5 year Equine and Outreach plan on 10th December for the
Dunsink landfill with the support of Fingal County Council and the Department of
Agriculture, Food and the Marine. The programme will commence with microchipping
& registering horses for passports, castration of stallions & colts, and the
implementation of an emergency vet response team. The DSPCA Equine Welfare &
Rehoming manager will be working with the horse owners in the area with the long
term aim to identify horses and their owners and to promote responsible horse
ownership.
Dublin City Council will continue its work with the Dublin Region Horse Welfare working
group to address issues of mutual concern.
Q.122 COUNCILLOR DAMIAN O’FARRELL
To ask the Chief Executive to discontinue the ‘Share with Care’ pilot project in Fairview
Park please. The NTA’s National Cycle Manual recommends against the sharing of
space between cyclists and pedestrians believing that designs should in fact maximise
segregation. I don’t believe that it’s in the best interest of cyclist safety to ignore the
National Cycle Manual and I have also noticed a reduction in the numbers of older
pedestrians using the pathways in Fairview Park.
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The ‘Share with Care’ shared-surface route across Fairview Park is not a statutory
cycle lane and does not come under the NTA’s National Cycle Manual
recommendations. There remains a dedicated cycle lane outside of the park for
commuting cyclists who wish to cycle at speed.
The previous arrangement where there was a line down the middle of the footpath
separating cyclists from pedestrians was demonstrably unsafe. Certain cyclists
seemed to believe that this white line allowed them to cycle at great speed through a
public park only inches away from pedestrians, children and older parks visitors. Some
cyclists even felt entitled to abuse park visitors who had the temerity to stray across
this line. Indeed it was the volume of complaints of conflict between commuting cyclists
and more vulnerable park visitors that led to the removal of the dividing line and
introduction of the ‘Share with Care’ signage. It was felt that this was a much more
progressive solution than banning cyclists from the park.
The ‘Share with Care’ initiative is considered to have been quite successful as
complaints of conflict with cyclists have all but ceased and it is noticeable that cyclists
who do chose to cycle on this shared surface have modified their speed greatly.
Cyclists of all ages are more than welcome to cycle through the park and enjoy the
experience providing they do so at a speed appropriate for the location.
Q.123 COUNCILLOR DAMIAN O’FARRELL
To ask the Chief Executive to report on the payment of DCC’s 2020 community grants
scheme and also to confirm that the scheme will continue in 2021.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The total value across DCC community grants originally approved and recommended
for 2020 was €879,650. Arising from the impact of the COVID19 pandemic, grant
payments were suspended pending review. All submissions for the Community Grants
Scheme, originally assessed and recommended for decision in early 2020, were
reviewed to take account of the impact of COVID19 on the delivery of services,
activities and events. The review identified viable submissions and recommended a
final sum of €572,476 be distributed across 691 grantees.
Payments are ongoing since late 2020 subject to verification of banking and other
details. Some payments have been subject to delay while this process is fully
completed. At January (2021) a total of 364 grantees had received payment. It is
envisaged that all payments will have been finalised by March.
The Community Grants scheme will continue in 2021. Details are being finalised and
will be notified to Councillors.
Q.124 COUNCILLOR JOHN LYONS
To ask the Chief Executive for all correspondence, reports and other relevant
documentation relating to the proposed white-water rafting facility at George’s Dock
that has been generated by the various sections of the council, Dublin Fire Brigade,
government departments and other third parties; the latest estimate of the projected
cost of the project and a breakdown of same; the sources of funding for the project and
whether alternative proposals for the site have been considered.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
There is a significant amount of records related to the above request, however, the
requested information is being compiled at present and will be sent to the Councillor
when ready.
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Q.125 COUNCILLOR JAMES GEOGHEGAN
To ask the Chief Executive if he can set out in tabular form the average acquisition
price per Part V unit for Dublin City Council by reference to (i) each specific and
separate development site or if commercial sensitivity reasons apply, the Dublin postal
code for each specific and separate development site, (ii) residential unit type, (iii) for
each of the last three years of 2018, 2019, 2020, up to date in 2021; if he can ensure
that the information listed in this table also include any Part V units acquired by
Approved Housing Bodies within the Dublin City Council area.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The table below outlines each Part V development, its postal code, average acquisition
price and unit type. The table is broken down by year from 2018 to 2020. No Part V
units have closed in 2021 as yet.
2018

Address 1
Postal Code
Northbank
Apartments
(TUATH)
Dublin 1
Royal Canal Park,
Phase 3
Dublin 15
8 Hanover Quay
(Former Durabond
House) (OFF SITE)
Arbour Hill

280,310

1 in Dublin 2,
2 in Dublin 4
208,750
1 in Dublin 6
Dublin 7
272,808
249,944
Dublin 6w

Marianella
Former
Saint
Agnes Hall Lands
(RESPOND)
Dublin 12
Terenure Gate

Average
Acquisition
Price €
Unit Type
190,806
7 x 1 Bed, 15 x 2 Bed and 4 x 3
Bed Apts.

1 x 1 Bed and 3 x 2 Bed Apts.
2 x 2 Bed House
17 x 1 Bed and 2 x 2 Bed Apts.

252,273

1 x 2 Bed House

228,989

3 x 2 Bed Apts. and 2 x 3 Bed
Duplex

156,666

2 x 1 Bed and 1 x 2 Bed Apt.

Dublin 6W

Bolands Mill (OFF
SITE)
3 in Dublin 4

6 x 2 Bed Apts.

2019

Address 1
Lonsdale, Howth
Road
Norabrook, Howth
Road
Royal Canal Park
Phase 3

Postal Code
Dublin 5

Average
Unit Type
Acquisition
Price €
397,795
1 x 4 Bed House

Dublin 5

369,265

1 x 4 Bed House

Dublin 15

173,378

3 x 1 Bed Apts.

Average
Acquisition
Address 1
Postal Code Price €
Unit Type
6 Hanover Quay 12 in Dublin 1 206,923
6 x 1 Bed, 6 x 2 Bed and 1 x 3 Bed
(OFF SITE)
1 in Dublin 13
Apts.
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Royal Canal Park Dublin 15
Phase 1a (OFF
SITE AGREED AT
PHASE 3)
Vernon Avenue
Dublin 3
Block 2, Clongriffin, Dublin 13
Grange
Road
(IVEAGH TRUST)

261,835

1 x 1 Bed, 6 x 2 Bed and 3 x 3 Bed
Apts.

47,456
282,738

1 x Bed House
19 x 1 Bed, 36 x 2 Bed and 29 x 3 Bed
Apts.

2020

Address 1
76
Sir
John
Rogerson’s Quay
(OFF SITE)
Sybil Hill Road
Mount Argus
52-68 Dollymount
Avenue
28-50 Dollymount
Avenue
Church Avenue /
Whitfield Grove
Cardiff Lane (OFF
SITE)
89 Cromwellsfort
Road (Oaklee)
Pelletstown, (OFF
SITE
COMPLIANCE
8th Lock, Ormond
Site) (RESPOND)

Average
Postal
Acquisition
Code
Price €
Unit Type
3 in Dublin 1 136,400
1 x 1 Bed, 4 x 2 Bed Apts.
1 in Dublin 2
1 in Dublin 4
Dublin 5
255,674
2 x 1 Bed and 5 x 2 Bed Apts.
Dublin 6W
295,931
4 x 1 Bed,8 x 2 Bed and 1 x 3 Bed Apts.
4 Bed House
Dublin 3
645,486
4 Bed House
Dublin 3
571,680
Dublin 6
113,475
4 in Dublin 2 215,100
1 in Dublin 4
450,000
Dublin 12
386,956

1 x 1 Bed Apt.
2 x 1 Bed and 3 x 2 Bed Apts.
3 Bed House
2 x 1 Bed, 36 x 2 Bed and 8 x 3 Bed
Apts.

Dublin 15

Q.126 COUNCILLOR JAMES GEOGHEGAN
To ask the Chief Executive if he can detail with precision why the recommendations of
the strategic review undertaken by Deloitte in 2015 that procurement leads and
dedicated procurement hubs be set up in each Dublin City Council department has not
been implemented to date; if he can detail on what date these recommendations shall
be implemented and if he can provide a copy of the report.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
In recent years the recruitment and retention of skilled and trained procurement staff
has proved difficult throughout the public sector due to the high demand for
procurement professionals.
Since the report was received in 2015, Dublin City Council’s priority was to fill
vacancies within the Central Procurement Unit (CPU) first. When the CPU was fully
resourced a recruitment campaign commenced on 20th September 2018 to recruit 5
Procurement Administrative Officers (PAO). Two to be recruited to the CPU and three
to head up Procurement Hubs within each of DCC’s main Departments.
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Two PAO’s were appointed to the CPU in March 2019 and in August 2019 a further
PAO was appointed to head the Procurement Hub in Culture Recreation & Economic
Services (CRES) Department.
Further positions were offered to members of the panel but were rejected due to taking
up positions in other organisations or deciding to remain with their employer of that
time.
The PAO in CRES resigned in February 2020 to take up a position in procurement in
the HSE.
A second campaign to recruit procurement professionals to head up Procurement
Hubs was advertised on 12th December 2019. Shortlisting of candidates took place in
January/February 2020 with anticipated interview dates to be held in March/April 2020.
Under current Government Restrictions and staff working remotely, a decision was
made to park the recruitment.
The Finance and I.S. Departments are currently progressing with the implementation
of a number of controls to increase compliance with the Procure to Pay Process. These
control measures are critical to assisting Procurement Hubs in monitoring procurement
and purchasing compliance.
It is still the intention of Dublin City Council to progress with the introduction of
Procurement Hubs within the three main departments, but cannot commit to a specific
implementation date. Until such time, the Central procurement Unit will remain the
Corporate Procurement Hub for the organisation.
Q.127 COUNCILLOR JAMES GEOGHEGAN
To ask the Chief Executive if he can confirm whether Dublin City Council shall accede
to the full review of procurement recommended by Ita Howe at the December 2020
Audit Committee meeting to ensure compliance with the relevant directives and
regulations; if he could describe in tabular form each instance of non-compliance with
the procurement directive that was identified in the following Housing department.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
During 2021, Internal Audit will give a greater focus to reviews of departmental
procurement compliance in Dublin City Council. Strengthened controls will be
implemented to ensure both purchasing and procurement compliance, over the course
of 2021.
The local government auditor raised issues relating to procurement in her report on
the statutory audit of 2019.
The instances of non-compliance in the Housing Department were:
 Not applying public procurement procedures for works as required.
Department Response: the development of the appropriate panels or dynamic
purchasing systems will be in place by quarter 3 2021.


Emergency works protocols being adhered to.
Department Response: housing departmental procedures will ensure compliance
in the future.



Project documentation being available for inspection.
Department Response: All documentation was made available.
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Submission to the Department of the Final Account Value of projects.
Department Response: Revised submissions have been made, however final
costs cannot be submitted where cases of mediation are ongoing to resolve
disputed cost claims.



Approval of expenditure above tender value.
Department Response: all spend to be approved through Managers Orders.



Clarification of the full project costs.
Department Response: a review of the relevant cost centres will begin in the 1st
quarter 2021.

We will issue a report in tabular form to follow.
Q.128 COUNCILLOR JAMES GEOGHEGAN
To ask the Chief Executive if he can set out in tabular form for 2018, 2019, 2020 to
date in 2021, the total amount of development contributions received by Dublin City
Council be reference to Dublin Postal Code.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The information requested will take time to compile. Work has commenced on its
preparation and it is anticipated that it will issue within 2 weeks.
Q.129 COUNCILLOR JOHN LYONS
To ask the Chief Executive to engage Coey Architects and initiate the RPS process for
the five buildings on Moore Street that were subject to a motion passed by members
in 2015.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
In November 2015 the Planning Authority undertook a procurement process to carry
out an expert assessment of five structures on Moore Street for consideration as to
whether they should be added to the RPS.
In June 2016 Kelly & Cogan Architects were appointed to carry out the work. Alastair
Coey Architects were second on the panel.
Solicitors for the owners objected to the appointment of Kelly and Cogan, asserting
that the firm had provided affidavits in High Court proceedings relating to the sites. The
Law Agent advised that in these circumstances they should not be appointed.
The Council proceeded to appoint the runner up tenderer, Alastair Coey Architects,
but the owners, through their solicitors indicated that this course of action would be
strongly resisted. The Law Agent advised the matter be put on hold pending court
proceedings which were taking place at the time.
In February 2018 the Court of Appeal overturned a previous High Court judgement that
the Moore Street area extending beyond 14-17 Moore Street (which is already a
national monument) on the grounds that the National Monuments Act 1930 could not
be constitutionally interpreted as vesting such powers in the courts.
It should be noted that solicitors for the owners have written to DCC indicating that
there is a valid planning permission on the site and as such any proposal to initiate the
RPS process would result in the owner taking the necessary steps to protect its
constitutional property rights, including that Section 58(3) of the Planning Act removes
the duty on owners to protect a structure which has a valid planning permission.
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Finally, and notwithstanding the above, it is noted that the Moore Street Advisory
Group report 2019 stresses the urgency of securing the fabric of 14-17 Moore Street
and recognises that the plan by the new owners, Hammerson represents a significant
and welcome advance to develop a positive vision for the inter-related elements of the
site. The Chief Executive considers that this positive collaboration should be actively
pursued in order to bring about the sensitive restoration and regeneration of the Moore
Street area which has been neglected for too long.
Q.130 COUNCILLOR NAOISE Ó MUIRÍ
To ask the Chief Executive to please provide a report on whether the sale of the Grand
Canal graving docks by Waterways Ireland is consistent with (a) the Dublin Docklands
Master Plan and (b) the wishes of the Dublin Docklands Community Forum?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
A) Development in the vicinity of the Graving Docks (City Block 19) is subject to the
objectives of the North Lotts and Grand Canal Dock Planning Scheme. These
requirements remain applicable irrespective of ownership. The requirements may be
amended in the event that An Bord Pleanala approves proposed amendments to
building heights submitted some time ago by the City Council, which were in response
to Government guidance.
B) During an update presentation by Waterways Ireland to the Docklands Oversight
and Consultative forum at its January meeting, it was brought to the attention of the
members that Waterways Ireland no longer intend to develop the site known as Block
19 (the Graving Docks site) and would be seeking a suitable buyer for it. However, it
was noted that a final decision on the sale would need the approval of the North South
Ministerial Council.
After the presentation a number of Forum members expressed their disappointment
with Waterways Irelands decision to dispose of the site.
Q.131 COUNCILLOR NAOISE Ó MUIRÍ
To ask the Chief Executive to please detail the (a) minimum and (b) maximum price
agreed for a Part V housing acquisition in the City Council's administrative area for
2018, 2019 and 2020. Can the CEO include # of beds and location postcode for each
acquisition?
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The following table outlines the minimum and maximum prices paid for Part V housing
within the City Council’s administrative area since 2018:
Year
2018
2019
2020

Minimum
Price
€95,000
€47,456
€77,000

Type

Area

1 Bed Apt.
2 Bed House
1 Bed Apt.

Dublin 2
Dublin 3
Dublin 2

Maximum
Price
€501,617
€397,795
€645,486

Bed Type

Area

2 Bed Apt.
4 Bed House
4 Bed House

Dublin 6
Dublin 5
Dublin 3

Q.132 COUNCILLOR EIMER MCCORMACK
To ask the Chief Executive to provide a report to lay out how and when the E18M
allocation of funding for walking and cycling infrastructure will be utilised.
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
The NTA recently announced that €49.875 million grant funding would be made
available to Dublin City Council in 2021. Further details are provided in Report No.
67/2021.
Q.133 COUNCILLOR EIMER MCCORMACK
To ask the Chief Executive to outline when the retro fitting programme announced
recently will begin implantation and to how any priority lists were arrived upon.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Housing Maintenance do not have a fixed date as yet for the recommencement as
funding was only announced late last week however it is imminent. We endeavour to
treat all areas in a fair and equal manner to receive upgrade works under the
programme from a priority perspective. As this programme requires working in
occupied properties, The Covid 19 restrictions will also need to be taken into account.
Q.134 COUNCILLOR EIMER MCCORMACK
To ask the Chief Executive to look to provide, as part of any works on the Cross Guns
Bridge to Broombridge cycleway, connection of a fresh and waste water supply to the
cottage used by Cabra 4 Youth.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
New water and waste connections can only be made through Irish Water.
The cottage and the land surrounding the cottage are in the ownership of Waterways
Ireland. The Area Office will contact both Irish Water and Waterways Ireland to
ascertain if a connection is possible.
Q.135 COUNCILLOR JANICE BOYLAN
To ask the Chief Executive, what the time line is in relation to Matt Talbot Court and its
regeneration? When is the regeneration going to be starting?
And to also answer and consider the following, is it the intention of Dublin City Council
to de-tenant everyone in the complex first? And to note that the complex has many
vacancies at the moment that are boarded up and also some tenants are still living
there. If this regeneration is not going to happen for a number of years should we
consider the option of opening back up the vacancies as we are in the middle of a
housing crisis. This would I know be welcomed in the complex in particular by some
families who are living in overcrowded accommodation who will when negotiations get
started regarding the regeneration be offered accommodation.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
Dublin City Council (DCC) applies for social housing capital funding from the
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH) in accordance with
its 4 stage approval process.
DCC has received Stage 1 approval from the DHLGH for the regeneration of Matt
Talbot Court.
An integrated design team have been appointed and we expect to lodge a Part 8 by
the end of 2021. Consultation with residents and local elected members, compliant
with government Covid 19 guidelines, will take place over the coming months.
The Housing Area Manager will continue to work with residents with regards their
housing options with a view to de-tenanting the complex.
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Q.136 COUNCILLOR JANICE BOYLAN
To ask the Chief Executive to provide me with a list of big belly bins around placed in
the Dublin 7 & area’s what their locations are and how many more we are hoping to
supply in these areas.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:
There are currently 16 Solar Compactor bins located in the D7 area. The units are
installed in the following locations as agreed with the Central Area Office.
Smithfield Square – 6
Haymarket – 3
Manor St – 2
New Cabra Road – 1
Phibsboro – 4
There are no current plans to install additional solar compactor bins in the Dublin 7
area. Any new installations will be carried out on the basis of establishing a
requirement to install bins that provide additional capacity such as is catered for by
solar compactor bins and will be done in conjunction with the Central Area Office Public
Domain Unit.
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Vote No. 1: Report No. 70/2021 of the Assistant Chief Executive (B. Kenny) - With reference to the Housing Strategic Policy Committee Report
on the Development of Lands at Oscar Traynor Road.
Councillor Daryl Barron

Abstain

Councillor Racheal Batten

Abstain

Councillor Tom Brabazon

Abstain

Councillor Danny Byrne

Abstain

Councillor Keith Connolly

Abstain

Councillor Deirdre Conroy

Abstain

Councillor Anne Feeney

Abstain

Councillor Declan Flanagan

Abstain

Councillor Terence Flanagan

Abstain

Councillor James Geoghegan

Abstain

Councillor Deirdre Heney

Abstain

Councillor Briege MacOscar

Abstain

Councillor Ray McAdam

Abstain

Councillor Paddy McCartan

Abstain

Councillor Eimer McCormack

Abstain

Councillor Naoise Ó Muirí

Abstain

Councillor Claire O'Connor

Abstain

Councillor Colm O'Rourke

Abstain

Councillor Michael Watters

Abstain

Councillor Janice Boylan

For

Councillor Christy Burke

For

Councillor Dearbháil Butler

For

Councillor Claire Byrne

For

Deputy Lord Mayor Mary Callaghan

For

Lord Mayor Hazel Chu

For

Councillor Anthony Connaghan

For

Councillor Caroline Conroy

For

Councillor Donna Cooney

For

Councillor Joe Costello

For

Councillor Daniel Céitinn

For

Councillor Hazel de Nortúin

For

Councillor Daithí de Róiste

For

Councillor Tara Deacy

For

Councillor Máire Devine

For

Councillor Kevin Donoghue

For

Councillor Daithí Doolan

For

Councillor Pat Dunne

For

Councillor Anthony Flynn

For

Councillor Mannix Flynn

For

Councillor Mary Freehill

For

Councillor Alison Gilliland

For

Councillor Janet Horner

For

Councillor Vincent Jackson

For

Councillor Dermot Lacey

For

Councillor Darcy Lonergan

For

Councillor John Lyons

For

Councillor Micheál MacDonncha

For

Councillor Tina MacVeigh

For

Councillor Séamas McGrattan

For

Councillor Declan Meenagh

For

Councillor Carolyn Moore

For

Councillor Darragh Moriarty

For

Councillor Sophie Nicoullaud

For

Councillor Cat O' Driscoll

For

Councillor Damian O'Farrell

For

Councillor Larry O'Toole

For

Councillor Cieran Perry

For

Councillor Michael Pidgeon

For

Councillor Noeleen Reilly

For

Councillor Nial Ring

For

Councillor Patricia Roe

For

Councillor Catherine Stocker

For

Carried
For
Against
Abstain

43
0
19

