Question to the Chief Executive

South East Area Committee
Meeting 20th April 2020

Q.1

Councillor Anne Feeney
To ask the Manager to consider appropriate action to address the issue of dog walkers
allowing dogs (some large dogs) off the lead in Eaton Square to race up and down this
very small residential park. Incidence appears to have increased during this period of
Covid-19. Could additional signage or park patrol be considered?

Q.2

Councillor Anne Feeney
To ask the Manager to follow up with Planning Enforcement in relation to heavy
construction vehicles using Mount Argus Road to access the Monastery site. This
quiet residential road was not a route allowed for in the planning application approved.

Q.3

Councillor Anne Feeney
To ask the Manager to review congested parking on Winton Avenue, whereby
residents of the road have difficulty finding a space to park given that parking permits
are issued to non-road residents, including go-cars.

Q.4

Councillor Deirdre Conroy
I ask the Chief Executive what the Planning Enforcement Department have done in
regard to the numerous heavy trucks going up and down Mount Argus Road delivering
stone/gravel to the site at Mount Argus Monastery; using an entrance formed off
Church Park Avenue which is not on the scheme which was granted planning
permission?
Major construction traffic is on a small residential road which already has specific traffic
issues. Mount Argus Road is supposed to be a Slow Zone where it is safe to be on the
street.
This is a breach in the planning permission by this action undertaken by the
construction company and developer, particularly in terms of the health and safety of
the local residents and their children. The delay in response from the local residents
enquiry months ago, has supported the breach of the developer.

Q.5

Councillor Deirdre Conroy
I ask the Chief Executive, what is Dublin City Council newly set up NTA sub-committee
with Transport Department involvement in the Bus Connects proposal to put a cycle
track through Mount Argus Estate? The resident enquiry notes that what is been
planned is for a wall to be broken down, the exact location of this is at the bottom of
Mount Argus Way and stretching into Mount Argus Square where there a number of
apartments.
Resident is opposed to the location due to a spate of incidents involving people being
verbally abused, cars been broken into, groups of young people roaming the estate
with anti-social behaviour. According to the enquirer, some of these groups have been
jumping the wall exactly where the plan is to put the cycle track, and if this track goes
ahead, it is considered that crime will most definitely increase in the estate. This is a
matter for the engagement with sub-committee and the NTA.

Q.6

Councillor Deirdre Conroy
I ask the Chief Executive to provide full information about the new Transport
Department/NTA sub-committee, its members, dates of meetings with the NTA, as the
new proposals have brought up issues with resident communities, and in particular
detrimental negative impact on protected structures.

Q.7

Councillor Mary Freehill
The LAC has unanimously agreed several motions in my name agreeing that a Master
Plan would be prepared for the Gulistan site. We also agreed that the site provide step
down housing for older people, HSE Primary Care Centre and social family housing.
In the event of a handover to a Social Housing Association or the HSE, the masterplan
must be completed by Dublin City Council in advance. Furthermore, it was also agreed
that this work would be done in consultation with the elected members for the area.
Therefore, I would appreciate if the Manager would please update us on this prior
agreement please.

Q.8

Councillor Dermot Lacey
To ask the manager to place a no dumping sign appropriately at the football pitch in
Beech Hill and carry out an intensive clean-up of dumping there along the Smurfit’s
boundary.

Q.9

Councillor Dermot Lacey
Recognising the positive impact of the deep street cleaning that has taken place in
Ranelagh in recent weeks, to ask the manager to arrange for the Litter and Dog
Wardens to carry out an intensive patrol of these areas in the weeks following such
clean-ups to stress the need for less litter and cleaning up by owners after their dogs.

Q.10

Councillor Mannix Flynn
Can the manager arrange for a clean-up of the green area space at the side of
Kerlogue Road, Irishtown? This house was visited last year and some work was done
removing tree debris but a lot of this remains on site and has not been removed.

Q.11

Councillor Mannix Flynn
Can the manager issue a full report on the uncovering of artefacts on an ancient site
at Ship Street? This report to include a detailed list of what was found. How the site
is to be treated and what is to become of the artefacts?

Q.12

Councillor Mannix Flynn
Can the manager investigate the ongoing issues of the breakdown of water supply to
the apartments and residents at Ffrench Mullen House. Many residents here have
complained about the lack of water and water pressure over the past number of
months. Irish Water maintain that it is an internal matter got to do with pump
maintenance within the building. Can a full report be issued?

Q.13

Councillor Mannix Flynn
Can the manager give a full update on the new intended homeless services and the
Direct provision services that are now being supplied within the South East Area?
These include the new leases on hotels in order to deal with the homeless population
and the issues of separation around Covid 19. This report also to include the cost to
Dublin City Council and the Dublin Regional Homeless Executive. Also the cost of
these services and leasing arrangements in their initial stage . Further, a full
breakdown of the users and clients - how many male/female and also the locations of
these services?

Q.14

Councillor Mannix Flynn
Can the manager issue a full report with regards the new furniture arrangements at
City Hall? This furniture in my opinion is highly unsuitable and not practical for its
intended purposes. It also seems to be aesthetically unsuitable given the heritage of
the building.

Q.15

Councillor Mannix Flynn
Can the manager invite the charity organisation Bothair into the South East Area
Committee (SEAC) meeting to give a presentation on their services and their work with
the view to forming a partnership or an association with Dublin City Council and the
SEAC to assist them in their efforts to supply livestock to countries and communities
in need.

Q.16

Councillor Mannix Flynn
Can the manager consider creating a full public campaign for the South East area with
regards the issue of people littering the sidewalks and roadways with dog dirt bags?
Many dog walkers are simply bagging their dog dirt and throwing it on the footpath,
peoples’ gardens or the roadways. This is littering and is unacceptable and a public
health hazard. A public campaign to dispose of dog dirt bags in an appropriate way is
now urgently needed within the South East area.

Q.17

Councillor Mannix Flynn
Can the manager issue a report with regards the emptying of the litter bins within the
South East area. Many of these bins over the past weeks have been over flowing.
What arrangements are in place to have the waste management maintain and empty
these bins?

Q.18

Councillor Mannix Flynn
Can the manager issue a full report as to how many motor vehicles, cars, vans are
parked in Dublin City Council housing estate/blocks of flats within the South East area?
This report also to include how many unused cars and vans are lying within these
estates.

Q.19

Councillor Mannix Flynn
Can the manager issue a report as to whether street trading is permitted during the
Covid 19 emergency?

Q.20

Councillor Claire Byrne
To ask the Area Manager if there are means whereby apartment dwellers could be
given priority on the waiting list for allotments due to the fact that they may not have
access to space to grow their own food, where as a house owner may have access to
a garden. Can the Area Manager outline how we might introduce such a condition?

Q.21

Councillor Claire Byrne
To ask the Area Manager how can we ensure that funding for community projects
agreed as part of the Community Grant Scheme and the Discretionary Fund are
protected from the inevitable financial impact of the Covid 19 Crisis.

Q.22

Councillor Claire Byrne
To ask the Area Manager what is the current status of the currently vacant ground floor
level of the city council owned Sycamore Building, formerly home to number of different
bars and restaurants, what are the intentions of the council for this building, and could
the council consider leasing this to details supplied at a reasonable rate to facilitate
their work rather than leaving the building vacant and unsightly.

Q.23

Councillor Claire Byrne
To ask the Area Manager can she please provide an update on the trials of Grafstop
in the South East Area and can she provide details of the locations and duration of the
trials.

Q.24

Councillor Claire Byrne
To ask the Area Manager, that given the review of cycle lanes that are currently
temporarily marked with either a solid or dotted white line to see which ones would be
appropriate for segregation using orcas and bollards is in progress, could the Manager
take advantage of current decreased traffic and parking by fast tracking any potential
bike lanes that have been identified as appropriate to date. For example: Westland
Row, Richmond Hill, Camden Street and St. Stephen’s Green North could be
considered.

Q.25

Councillor Claire Byrne
To ask the Area Manager what are the current plans for the former Music College on
Chatham Row, what potential uses for the building have been examined by the
Council, has the Council been approached by developers seeking to purchase the
building and are there intentions to dispose of the building.

Q.26

Councillor Claire Byrne
To ask the Area Manager can he please provide an update on the mending of the glass
panels on the bridge at Londonbridge Road / Bath Avenue.

Q.27

Councillor Claire Byrne
To ask the Area Manager what can be done to tackle the recent increase in illegal
dumping of bottles and other recycling at bottle banks. Given the temporary closure
of many of the civic amenity sites to recycled waste and the increase in household
waste due to Covid 19 lockdown, measures should be introduced to alleviate the
problem.

Q.28

Councillor Claire Byrne
To ask the Area Manager can she please assist the residents of details supplied. They
are experiencing persistent illegal dumping of black bags of waste outside their house.
Can the Manager please inspect the area and report back with solutions?

Q.29

Councillor Claire Byrne
To ask the Area Manager can he please take immediate measures to address the
ongoing issue with illegal parking on Grantham Place, Dublin 8. There are only a handfull of local residents permitted to park on the street, yet non-residential cars are
repeatedly:
· obstructing gates
· parking on double yellow-lines.
· within residential parking bays.
· double parking on the road / obstructing all traffic.
Many of the vehicles belong to assorted contractors and day-time city workers yet the
major issues relate to details supplied: who seem to treat the street like their own
their own private car-park. Can the Manager please inspect the situation and advise
what measures can be taken to address this beyond complaints to parking
enforcement?

Q.30

Councillor Tara Deacy
Gulistan Terrace, Rathmines
In terms of the council’s decision to sell the Gulistan site to an approved housing body,
have there been any plans to ensure a detailed master plan is carried out with local
community engagement before any development of the site is made? Any plans
should be prepared in consultation with local community groups to ensure the best
outcome for everyone involved. I would urge the council to ensure this is a crucial part
of the process.

Q.31

Councillor Tara Deacy
In light of the current crisis and the financial impact this will have on Dublin City
Council’s budget, will the recent decisions made around the Discretionary Funds for
the Kimmage/Rathmines area still stand?

Q.32

Councillor Tara Deacy
There has unfortunately been an expected increase in the level of waste being
deposited in street bins all over the area with many bins full to capacity for days on
end, this is obviously creating its own problems. Are there any plans to address this
as confinement continues for our residents?

Q.33

Councillor Tara Deacy
Our recycling centres are filling up on a daily basis, not only with glass but also clothes
with many facilities experiencing huge overflow issues. Are there any additional
measures available to address this?

Q.34

Councillor Tara Deacy
In light of any funding cuts being made at local area level can we be assured that the
most marginalised communities are not impacted by this. There are particular areas
in the Kimmage/Crumlin community that have not benefited from discretionary funds
for example at all and we must ensure that those communities in particular do not bear
the brunt of any cuts that may be necessary in the overall Dublin City Council budget.

Q.35

Councillor Tara Deacy
Have staff from Dublin City Council been redeployed to the HSE or other statutory
sectors at this time? If so, how will this impact the level of service provision and are
their jobs secure within the Dublin City Council structures on return?

Q.36

Councillor Tara Deacy
In terms of Dublin City Council’s Emergency Forum, I am aware of the make-up of the
recently established group and would like the Local Area Committee to be able to make
submissions or observations in terms of some of the local issues that may be
emerging, how can we ensure this happens?

Q.37

Councillor Tara Deacy
Many residents have been in touch expressing their concerns about the 5G mast that
is being proposed at the Four Roads and another at the Kimmage Cross Roads, can
we get some information on this, are they being proposed on sites owned by the
council and if so how can we as councillors make submissions on such concerns?

Q.38

Councillor Pat Dunne
Can the Area Manager arrange for an inspection of the footpath around the tree pit
adjacent to details supplied? This section of footpath has been described as a trip
hazard.

Q.39

Councillor Pat Dunne
Can the area manager provide a detailed report on the planned homeless
accommodation at Mount Argus Monastery?

Q.40

Councillor Danny Byrne
To ask the manager to instruct the clampers to desist from constant clamping on 2
junctions on details supplied or otherwise to put yellow lines to alert people that they
cannot park there.

Q.41

Councillor Danny Byrne
To ask the manager to ensure that bottle banks are emptied more frequently given that
they are filling up faster than normal.

