QUESTIONS LODGED PURSUANT TO STANDING ORDER NO.18 FOR REPLY AT THE

MONTHLY MEETING OF DUBLIN CITY COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON MONDAY 2

SEPTEMBER 2024

Q.1

COUNCILLOR JOHN LYONS

To ask the Chief Executive to provide a detailed breakdown of the construction cost of
each unit being built by Glenveagh on the public lands at the Oscar Traynor Road site;
to provide a detailed analysis of the construction costs versus the affordable purchase
price being charged for the 20% of new homes on the site; to provide a detailed
analysis of the construction costs versus the cost to Dublin City Council in acquring
the new social homes; to provide a detailed analysis of the construction costs versus
the proposed cost rental rents; and details on the original contract between Dublin City
Council and Glenveagh and any changes to the agreed pricing structures and costs.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The tender price for each unit is made up of the entire development costs (hard and
soft costs) and includes land costs, enabling works, abnormal works, infrastructure,
construction costs for homes, apartments, civic amenities (créche, community centre,
etc.), retail units, Parks (5 parks over 3.6 Hectares), associated infrastructure and VAT.
The tendered prices are commercially sensitive and cannot be released for legal and
procurement reasons. This is for the purposes of ensuring the competitiveness of
tenders in future to the Council.

The Developer’'s contract price is as fixed in the Development Agreement with the
Council. There has been no variation in that price and there is no mechanism through
which the Developer can seek increases in that price. All construction risk and cost
overruns/inflation are the responsibility of the Developer. Therefore, in relation to
Affordable Purchase homes, the Developer’s contract price is fixed in the Development
agreement and does not move as a result of any changes in the market value of the
affordable homes.

Information given to the Elected Members in October 2021 (Table 1) was on the Price
Range per Unit type, was excluding VAT, assumed subvention of €100,000 per unit
and applied the €30,000 reduction available through the Help to Buy (HTB) scheme.

Table 1

OSCAR TRAYNOR ROAD AFFORDABLE PURCHASE Units

PRICE RANGE PER UNIT

SIZE PRICE RANGE*

1BED 204,000 - 238,000
2BED 227,000 — 284,000
3BED 250,000 - 306,000

*UPDATED PRICE RANGE WITH INCREASED SITE SUBVENTION OF 100K PER
UNIT AND FTBG (First Time Buyers Grant) OCTOBER 2021

Table 2 below adjusts these ranges to include VAT and the FTBG (First time Buyer’s
Grant/Help to Buy).
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Table 2

OSCAR TRAYNOR ROAD AFFORDABLE PURCHASE Units

PRICE RANGE PER UNIT

SIZE PRICE RANGE

1 BED 265,590 — 304,180
2 BED 291,695 — 356,390
3 BED 317,800 — 381,360

On 8™ July, a restructuring of sales prices for Affordable Purchase units was presented
to Council (Table 3 below). The AHF subvention was re-distributed with a blanket
€100,000 subsidy applied to all unit types. The restructured pricing is set out in Table
3 below with prices outlined falling within the ranges presented to Council in Oct. 2021
(as per Table 2).

Table 3

OSCAR TRAYNOR ROAD AFFORDABLE PURCHASE Units
PRICE PER UNIT

SIZE SALES PRICE (Mortgage Amount)

1 BED 254,358 (Mortgage Amount €228,922)
2 BED 325,769 (Mortgage Amount €293,192)
3 BED 360,931 (Mortgage Amount €324,838)

The restructured pricing is as result of the redistribution of AHF Subvention. As outlined
above, a blanket €100,000 subsidy is applied to all units regardless of market value.
There has been no increase in level of AHF subvention provided by Government and
no additional funding requirement by the Council.

COUNCILLOR DERMOT LACEY

To ask the Chief Executive if he could give a formal response to the issues detailed
in the email submitted with this Question relating to the practice of placing
tarmacadam very close to the base of trees in pavement works thereby depriving
trees of important life enhancing air and water.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

We will remind our crews of the importance of leaving an open ring around trees, when
carrying out pavement works, for water and air ingress (as per direction from our Parks
Division).

We will also remind our crews of the importance of taking due care to minimise tree
damage when work adjacent to trees.

COUNCILLOR JOHN LYONS

To ask the Chief Executive to replace the dilapidated old front porch of (details
supplied). Several inspections have already occurred so | would ask that this request
be treated as urgent.
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

Housing Maintenance carried out an inspection of this porch and it was deemed to be
repairable. When the Depot called out to carry out said repairs, the tenant refused to
give access for these works to be completed.

COUNCILLOR JOHN LYONS

To ask the Chief Executive the transfer of (details supplied), who is living with her
young family in very overcrowded conditions and has languished on the transfer list for
than more 12 years.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
The above applicant is on the Housing Transfer List, with an application date of
24/07/2012, the applicant holds the following position on this list;

Area Bedsize Position
B 3 137
D 3 57
E 3 157

Based on these positions, it may be some time before the applicant is reached for an
offer of housing. Furthermore, the applicant has significant arrears, these would need
to be cleared prior to an offer of housing being made to the applicant.

3

Dublin City Council allocates properties based on time on the list and currently there
are applicants on the waiting list of longer standing who have to be considered as
suitable vacancies arise. It is not possible to indicate accurately the prospect of an
offer for any applicant. The number of vacancies arising will be a determining factor in
the length of time applicants could expect to be on the waiting list.

Dublin City Council are increasing the number of units that are being allocated through
the Choice Based Letting Scheme, such vacancies are advertised on the DCC website.
If there are no properties available at present, nothing will be advertised. Applicants
can only apply for properties in their chosen areas that meet the size requirement of
their household.

COUNCILLOR HAZEL DE NORTUIN

To ask the Chief Executive in regards to Tristan Square in Ballyfermot, for those that
were awarded tenancies, that a list be provided as to the initial start dates of successful
tenants on Dublin City Council housing list.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

Please see below the list of registration dates of successful applicants for Tristan
Square through CBL. All allocations to this development, as with any Allocation, were
carried out in line with Dublin City Council’'s Scheme of Lettings Priorities.

23/07/2008
09/08/2018
20/09/2004
02/03/2005
24/05/2005
03/01/2006
13/02/2006




20/06/2006

10/12/2007

27/01/2009

17/02/2009

20/02/2009

09/03/2009

08/06/2009

29/06/2009

04/02/2010

09/07/2010

20/09/2010

18/11/2010

15/06/2011

05/07/2011

22/07/2011

09/08/2011

24/08/2011

18/01/2012

20/01/2012

21/03/2012

06/07/2012

12/07/2012

25/07/2012

15/08/2012

25/10/2012

27/02/2013

28/03/2013

19/06/2013

21/06/2013

19/07/2013

12/08/2013

16/12/2013

23/06/2014

04/07/2014

29/09/2014

18/12/2014

04/02/2015

05/02/2015

14/05/2015

07/07/2015

13/07/2015

01/10/2015

20/11/2015

10/12/2015

16/12/2015




28/01/2016

04/03/2016

18/03/2016

31/05/2016

13/06/2016

13/07/2016

19/07/2016

23/01/2017

15/02/2017

08/05/2017

11/05/2017

16/06/2017

30/06/2017

05/09/2017

08/09/2017

08/09/2017

08/09/2017

15/10/2017

05/12/2017

06/12/2017

09/01/2018

07/03/2018

08/03/2018

24/04/2018

16/05/2018

11/06/2018

09/08/2018

15/08/2018

05/09/2018

14/09/2018

04/10/2018

10/10/2018

17/10/2018

31/10/2018

19/11/2018

29/11/2018

05/12/2018

05/12/2018

07/01/2019

09/01/2019

24/01/2019

28/01/2019

31/01/2019

06/02/2019




12/02/2019

15/02/2019

22/02/2019

27/02/2019

28/02/2019

27/05/2019

26/06/2019

09/07/2019

21/08/2019

23/08/2019

27/08/2019

28/08/2019

13/09/2019

16/09/2019

24/09/2019

25/09/2019

01/10/2019

01/10/2019

10/10/2019

31/10/2019

14/11/2019

25/11/2019

11/01/2020

29/01/2020

05/02/2020

14/02/2020

09/03/2020

30/03/2020

23/04/2020

30/04/2020

21/05/2020

08/07/2020

20/07/2020

06/08/2020

19/08/2020

29/08/2020

07/09/2020

16/09/2020

30/09/2020

14/10/2020

23/10/2020

23/10/2020

23/10/2020

11/11/2020

25/11/2020




30/11/2020
30/11/2020
04/12/2020
04/12/2020
09/12/2020
12/01/2021
19/01/2021
27/01/2021
10/02/2021
22/02/2021
09/03/2021
20/07/2021
07/09/2021
22/09/2021
21/10/2021
11/11/2021
15/11/2021
20/11/2021
25/11/2021
09/12/2021
02/02/2022
02/03/2022
07/04/2022
24/04/2022
26/04/2022
08/06/2022
06/07/2022
10/08/2022
18/08/2022
24/08/2022
26/09/2022
14/10/2022
08/11/2022
30/11/2022
18/12/2022
20/02/2023
08/06/2023
06/08/2024

COUNCILLOR HAZEL DE NORTUIN
To ask the Chief Executive the following:

Is Dublin City Council aware of build to rent properties or approved housing bodies that
have restricted DCC tenants to the full use of the buildings services/facilities?



If this is the case, does this contravene the social inclusion of DCC tenants and
therefore is in breach of DCC housing policy and the DCC development plan?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

There are five developments (two BTR) where the management company operate
additional amenities within the development were residents may become members of,
and use, an area known as the “Amenity Area”, at an additional cost. Access is not
restricted, DCC tenants are required to pay for access, and non DCC tenants are also
charged for access via their management fees.

There are a further three developments where spaces are currently unfinished, there
is no access available for any tenants to these spaces at this time.

None of the above arrangements contravene the social inclusion of DCC tenants as
the Lease does not restrict access by DCC tenants to the communal or amenity areas
and a clause in the lease agreement grants a right to; “use the common areas in
common with all other persons having a like right and subject to such reasonable rules
and regulations for the common enjoyment thereof as the Lessor may from time to

time prescribe”.

Project Name BTR | Amenity/ Vacant Amenity Tenant access
space
Swiss Cottage Y Y N Y payment required
Wellfield (Two Three North), Parkside, Dublin 13 N Y N Y payment required
The Davitt, Davitt Road, Dublin 12 Y Y N Y payment required
Rostrevor N Y N Y Payment required
Hamilton Gardens Carnlough Road Cabra Dublin 7 N Y N Y Payment Required
Broomhill House, Swords Road, Whitehall, Dublin 9. Y Y Y space unfinished [NA
Tristan Square,Chapelizod Hill Road, Chapelizod, D20 Y Y Y space unfinished  [NA
Heatly Block A, Newtown, Malahide Road, Dublin 17. Y Y Y space unfinished  [NA
Santry Avenue, Swords Road, Dublin 9 N Y N Y
Lovett 25-27 Donnybrook - 1- 3 The Crescent, Dublin 4. N Y N Y
Ashgrove House, 1 McKee Avenue, Finglas, Dublin 11 N N N/A N/A
1- 10, 232 North Circular Road, Dublin 7 N N N/A N/A
45 - 62 Millenium Walk, Jervis Street, Dublin 1. N N N/A N/A
St Vincent's Hall, Collins Ave, Whitehall, Dublin 9. N N N/A N/A
Mill Street, Sweeneys Terrace, Dublin 8. N N N/A N/A
1-19, 110-111 The Dyers, Cork Street, Dublin 8. N N N/A N/A
87 North Strand Road, Dublin 3 N N N/A N/A
57-63 Montpellier Hill, Dublin 7. N N N/A N/A
Flag Alley, Meath Street N N N/A N/A
19-20 Blackhall St N N N/A N/A
Seville Place N N N/A N/A
1-8, 79 Montpelier Hill N N N/A N/A
Pim Street N N N/A N/A
Poplar Row, Dublin 3 - DCC N N N/A N/A
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COUNCILLOR DERMOT LACEY
To ask the Chief Executive if he can issue a response to the issues contained in the
email submitted with this Question relating to Temple Road in Darty.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

An inspection of Temple Road has been carried out by the Area Engineer. A works
crew has been requested to repair defects identified and the road will be included on
a list of projects for consideration for inclusion in next year's programme of works.

COUNCILLOR MAIRE DEVINE

To ask the Chief Executive that a practical reconfiguration of parking at Meath Place
Flats, Pimlico, Dublin 8 be agreed to include a simple installation of a footpath ramp
which allows optimal use of the space for residents cars?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

DCC will assess the feasibility of incorporating the suggested measures at the
residential complex, and the outcome of this assessment will be communicated to the
Councillor.

COUNCILLOR JOHN LYONS

To ask the Chief Executive for a full report on the housing file of (details supplied), a
report which should include an explanation as to how and why her position on the list
has drastically disproved over recent months.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:
The above applicant is on the Housing Transfer List, with an application date of
22/02/2018, the applicant holds the following position on this list;

Area Bedsize Position
B 3 299

From reviewing the applicant’s file, on the 09/01/2024 the applicant was placed at 312
on the waiting list, it would appear that the applicant’s position has improved albeit not
significantly. An applicant’s position on list can fluctuate owing to the fact that
applicants can change their areas of preference once a year, if another applicant
choses your area but has been on the housing for a longer period of time, this will be
reflected in their positioning on list for that selected area and will also effect the
positioning of those that may be on the list for a shorter period of time.

Dublin City Council allocates properties based on time on the list and currently there
are applicants on the waiting list of longer standing who have to be considered as
suitable vacancies arise. It is not possible to indicate accurately the prospect of an
offer for any applicant. The number of vacancies arising will be a determining factor in
the length of time applicants could expect to be on the waiting list.

Dublin City Council are increasing the number of units that are being allocated through
the Choice Based Letting Scheme, such vacancies are advertised on the DCC website.
If there are no properties available at present, nothing will be advertised. Applicants
can only apply for properties in their chosen areas that meet the size requirement of
their household.

COUNCILLOR PADDY MONAHAN
To ask the Chief Executive to begin a process of liaising with residents and business
owners on and around Main Street, Raheny - and to open a public consultation process
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- seeking views on the possibility of a car-free plaza on Main Street. This could be
facilitated by trialling a temporary, car-free Sunday afternoon on Main Street, with
seating, tables and food vendors.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:
This request has been forwarded to the Traffic Department for consideration.

COUNCILLOR PADDY MONAHAN

To ask the Chief Executive to investigate every left-turn slip road in the Dublin City
Council area as to whether it is necessary and beneficial to the area, particularly with
regard to the detrimental effect such left-turn slip roads have on pedestrians, people
with disabilities and active travel generally.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The DCC Environment & Transportation Department carries out new works and safety
improvements across the city’s road network. This includes new additions to the road
network, Active Travel Schemes and minor traffic improvements. In addition, the NTA
Bus Connects project includes extensive junction upgrades over the coming years.
These works range from large scale strategic projects arising from the city
development plan to works that come about from Councillor's and the general public’s
representations. All road works and traffic related interventions, including where there
are left-turn slip roads, are appraised and carried out in the most appropriate manner
to the specific location and in accordance with current legislation and best practice
guidelines.

COUNCILLOR PADDY MONAHAN

To ask the Chief Executive if it is the overall goal of Dublin City Council to install
segregated cycle lanes on as many main roads as possible in Dublin. If such works
are undertaken on an ad-hoc basis, what criteria are applied and what reasons exist
for not installing a segregated cycle lane on a main road? In particular, will the Chief
Executive report on plans for (or the feasibility of) segregated cycle lanes on the Howth
Road, Collins Avenue, Brookwood Avenue, Ardlea Road and Oscar Traynor Road?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

Dublin City Council’s Active Travel Programme Office (AcTPrO) was set up on 14th
February 2022. The AcTPrO has the responsibility for the delivery of the Active Travel
Programme, which is funded by the National Transport Authority (NTA), with a
particular focus on the Active Travel Network.

The Active Travel Network (established by the AcTPrO in conjunction with the NTA)
will enhance quality of life by connecting all people through the delivery of a walk-
wheel-cycle network. This will be achieved by improving access, connectivity and
sustainable mobility and will also contribute to a citywide reduction of transport-related
carbon emissions. During the lifetime of the programme, the active travel network will
grow from 10km in 2022 to a connected network of 310km across the city. Further
information on the Active Travel Programme and Network can be found on the DCC
Active Travel Website; https://www.dublincity.ie/residential/transportation/active-travel

e The plans for the locations referenced include;
e Howth Road: is part of the “Baldoyle to Fairview” Active Travel Route with
construction expected post 2028


https://www.dublincity.ie/residential/transportation/active-travel
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e Collins Avenue: is part of the “Finglas to Killester Route” Active Travel Route
with construction expected to start in 2028

e Brookwood Avenue: is part of the “Coolock to Clontarf” Active Travel Route
(Gracefield Rd to Vernon Ave Phase) with construction expected to start in
2025

 Ardlea Road Brookwood Avenue: is part of the “Coolock to Clontarf” Active
Travel Route (Ardlea Road to Clonshaugh Road Phase) with construction
expected to start in 2028

e Oscar Traynor Road: is part of the “Bayside to Northside” Active Travel Route
with construction expected to start in 2027

COUNCILLOR PADDY MONAHAN

To ask the Chief Executive if Dublin City Council will install visible timers at all
pedestrian crossings so that pedestrians can see how long they must wait until they
may cross the road. Further, can the Chief Executive ensure that a maximum waiting
time applies to any pedestrian crossing in the Dublin City Council area - for example,
30 seconds?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The Intelligent Transportation Systems team no longer recommend the installation of
countdown pedestrian timers at pedestrian crossings in the city as these were
previously found to be incompatible with the smart operation of the traffic signals via
our SCATS Adaptive Traffic Management System. For example, pedestrian
countdown timers are required to count down predictably from a fixed time which
reduces the adaptability of SCATS to allocate time appropriately to other movements
such as bus corridors or to provide high priority calls for the Luas. We have also found
from past experience that countdown timers interfere with the flexibility required of
traffic control room operators to allocate time to congested movements as the
pedestrian countdown timer causes certain traffic phases to run for set times. We have
also previously encountered technical issues with these timers where they have
remained ‘stuck’ on the last second of the countdown potentially causing safety issues
for pedestrians.

Regarding the issue of wait time for pedestrians — the ITS section endeavour to
minimise wait times for pedestrians where practicable through a range of measures
including lower maximum cycle times at junctions, double cycling of the pedestrian
phase among other things. However, we treat each junction on a case by case basis.
For busy public transport corridors restricting the wait time to a defined maximum
would significantly impact public transport priority and upset the balance that we strive
for in servicing sustainable and active modes of transport. We will continue to provide
the optimum level of service for pedestrians and are happy to examine specific
junctions in greater detail should you wish to contact us about these directly.

COUNCILLOR MAIRE DEVINE

To ask the Chief Executive why has the preparing and producing of Tender documents
for the refurbishment of Donore Community Centre , Dublin 8 ( shut for over 3 years)
been further stalled until December 2024- 4 times longer than stated in previous
updates? This refurbishment of a fairly standard 2-3 storey community facility must be
accelerated
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

When built, the Donore Community Centre was considered to be a hi-spec facility with
advanced heating, fire, mechanical and water recovery systems.

Following advice from Building Control, an amendment to the programme for the
refurbishment of Donore Ave Youth & Community Centre was required.

The advice received required necessitated unforeseen works of compliance audits to
be carried out, which impacted on the tender information production. It is critical that
the tender information is correct to ensure that the refurbished building possess an up
to date Disability Access Certificate and revised Fire Safety Certificate.

The reinstatement of Donore Community Centre remains the highest priority to Dublin
City Council and we will continue with any and all efforts to progress with the
implementation of the programme with the greatest efficiency particularly once the
main contractor is appointed. Dublin City Council and the appointed design team are
committed to issuing the tender documents to the relevant framework in Q4 2024.
Dublin City Council and the Design Team are committed to keeping all other
stakeholders informed of progress. Information and Updates will always be issued via
Dublin City Council South Central Area Office.

COUNCILLOR ANTHONY CONNAGHAN
To ask the Chief Executive to provide details of number of applicants on the Financial
Contribution list and broken down per area.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
Please find attached figures as requested, there are currently 300 applicants in total
on the Financial Contribution Scheme —

Area No. of applicants

40
12
124
17
24
41
13
9
13
7

O IZIZrX|«|TmOo|®@

The Financial Contribution Scheme list is specific to older person’s accommodation.
Applicants under the Financial Contribution Scheme may also be considered for new
builds of older person’s accommodation, the list remains under review and applications
proceed upon suitable accommodation becoming available.

COUNCILLOR ANTHONY CONNAGHAN

To ask the Chief Executive to provide a report on application for housing extensions
for Dublin City Council tenancies for last 10 years. How many applications per year are
received and how many are completed per year? Has there been any work done to
reduce numbers on the list?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:




Q.17

Q.18

Housing Maintenance Adaptations Section are guided by the Department of Housing,
Local Government and Heritage, which states that extensions should only be carried
out where no alternative option is available, and all other options have been exhausted,
including transfer within the Local Authority’s housing stock and works in lieu of an
extension.

To date in 2023/2024 we have offered works in lieu in 44 extension cases. These
works include stairlifts, ramps, level access showers, internal bathrooms, kitchen
alterations, reconfiguration of living space.

The following table sets out the numbers in relation to cases where extensions have
been deemed necessary.

Extension Extension
Applications | Applications | Extensions
Year Received Approved Completed

2015 37 17 5
2016 37 18 10
2017 54 17 15
2018 35 8 11
2019 26 10 15
2020 24 8 10
2021 18 12 12
2022 20 15 2
2023 71 6 1
2024 41 1 8

COUNCILLOR ANTHONY CONNAGHAN

To ask the Chief Executive to provide a report on the plumbing issues at (Details
supplied). Residents have reported that there has been numerous issues with sewage
over the years with sewage coming up in the rear yard affecting neighbouring
properties also. Can the problem be investigated with a view to resolving this not to
happen again please?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The Choke Car Service responded to a call out to this property in July and this was
cleared and no additional works were required. Housing Maintenance has since called
to this address and there are currently no issues either internally or externally with
sewage.

COUNCILLOR ANTHONY CONNAGHAN

To ask the Chief Executive to provide a report on the number of homes checked for
Bin Collection services and what follow up was pursued? How many DCC tenancies
were checked and what process was followed afterwards? Are further powers needed
to help deal with this issue?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The number of properties surveyed for participation in a waste collection service so far
this year is approx. 360. The people who do not answer the door are written to
separately to provide proof through the post of their waste arrangements. Landlords
are also contacted to provide evidence of the waste arrangements for their tenants
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which is included in the number above. This is a number solely for door to door
enquires and letters sent by the Litter Wardens and Litter Enforcement Manager. The
local Area Offices also send out waste arrangement letters to properties within their
area. | do not have a specific number of properties contacted by the Area Offices to
date.

The Litter Wardens will not know if the properties being surveyed are privately owned
or DCC. | do not have a specific number for the individual DCC properties surveyed. If
a DCC property is identified through a complaint, the tenant’'s name will be requested
through the Housing Department and a letter sent requesting they provide proof of their
arrangements. If no proof is provided, a fine of €75 is issued under the Bye-Laws for
the Storage, Presentation and Segregation of Household and Commercial Waste
2018.

COUNCILLOR DERMOT LACEY

To ask the Chief Executive how much income Dublin City Council receives in rent for
the Incinerator at Ringsend , the application of this rent in City Expenditure and what
flexibility exists to apply that income in terms of preparing the forthcoming City Council
Budge.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
Please be advised that a response was not available in time for the September
meeting. A response will be provided for the October meeting.

COUNCILLOR MAIRE DEVINE
To ask the Chief Executive for a detailed update on the plans for the vacant
commercialunits/spaces at ground level in the Herberton complex in Rialto

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

While the City Council has a number of Commercial Units in the Herberton Complex,
all of the units to which the City Council will retain ownership of are occupied at present.
The remaining current vacant commercial units are due to transfer to the developer by
way of commercial leases once the current settlement agreement has been signed by
all of the relevant parties involved in same agreement.

To ask the Chief Executive Given the successful largest ever medal haul at Paris
Olympics for the extra sports funding recently announced so a swimming pool
(Herberton? /Watling Street site?) be delivered for the community of South West inner
City?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

Dublin City Council's Event Team arranged, in consultation with the Olympics
Federation of Ireland, the first civic reception of an Irish Olympic Team on the 12"
August 2024, to celebrate with the people of Dublin the success of the returning Irish
Olympic team following the Paris Olympics. DCC Sports & Recreation Services
Division of the Culture, Recreation and Economic Services Department manages and
operates 31 sport centres, and outdoor recreation spaces employing over 300 people,
providing extensive opportunities for people based in Dublin to engage in a range of
organised and informal sports and physical activity. This includes the provision of 14
swimming pools.

The future needs of sport and recreational activities within Dublin City - including the
building of new sporting facilities and the refurbishment of existing facilities, will come
under the newly adopted Sports Plan 2024 — 2029 which aims to provide world class
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facilities and programmes in Dublin City that empower all people to lead more active,
healthy and fulfilling lives.

Within the Sports Plan there are three pillars. Each Pillar has a number of focus areas.
Pillar 1 has a focus area that concentrates on infrastructure and there are a number of
commitments set out in the Action Plan section linked to infrastructure and waterways,
including swimming pools. This plan sets out the strategic and city wide approach that
Dublin City Council will take when identifying the needs of the people who live, work
and travel into Dublin. One of the key commitments in the plan is the adoption of a
first principle of strategic decision-making, designed to unlock facilities and
infrastructure, seeking to get more people more active, more often. To enable strategic
decision making the DCC Sports & Recreation Services Division has committed to the
development of a Facilities and Infrastructure Map. The layering of different datasets
on the map will allow DCC to accurately conduct needs-based analysis on the current
facilities and infrastructure available to the people of Dublin in the various areas of the
city, identifying any gaps in provision. The link for the new Sports Plan is below.

https://www.dublincity.ie/sites/default/files/2024-05/103678-dublin-city-council-sports-
plan-2024-2029.pdf

COUNCILLOR MAIRE DEVINE

To ask the Chief Executive Given the successful largest ever medal haul at Paris
Olympics for the extra sports funding recently announced so a swimming pool
(Herberton? /Watling Street site?) be delivered for the community of South West inner
City?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

Dublin City Council’'s Event Team arranged, in consultation with the Olympics
Federation of Ireland, the first civic reception of an Irish Olympic Team on the 12"
August 2024, to celebrate with the people of Dublin the success of the returning Irish
Olympic team following the Paris Olympics. DCC Sports & Recreation Services
Division of the Culture, Recreation and Economic Services Department manages and
operates 31 sport centres, and outdoor recreation spaces employing over 300 people,
providing extensive opportunities for people based in Dublin to engage in a range of
organised and informal sports and physical activity. This includes the provision of 14
swimming pools.

The future needs of sport and recreational activities within Dublin City - including the
building of new sporting facilities and the refurbishment of existing facilities, will come
under the newly adopted Sports Plan 2024 — 2029 which aims to provide world class
facilities and programmes in Dublin City that empower all people to lead more active,
healthy and fulfilling lives.

Within the Sports Plan there are three pillars. Each Pillar has a number of focus areas.
Pillar 1 has a focus area that concentrates on infrastructure and there are a number of
commitments set out in the Action Plan section linked to infrastructure and waterways,
including swimming pools. This plan sets out the strategic and city wide approach that
Dublin City Council will take when identifying the needs of the people who live, work
and travel into Dublin. One of the key commitments in the plan is the adoption of a
first principle of strategic decision-making, designed to unlock facilities and
infrastructure, seeking to get more people more active, more often. To enable strategic
decision making the DCC Sports & Recreation Services Division has committed to the
development of a Facilities and Infrastructure Map. The layering of different datasets
on the map will allow DCC to accurately conduct needs-based analysis on the current
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facilities and infrastructure available to the people of Dublin in the various areas of the
city, identifying any gaps in provision. The link for the new Sports Plan is below.

https://www.dublincity.ie/sites/default/files/2024-05/103678-dublin-city-council-sports-
plan-2024-2029.pdf

COUNCILLOR DARRAGH MORIARTY
To ask the Chief Executive to confirm the following with respect to Medical Priority
Applications for DCC Housing in tabular form (see suggested table below):

« the total number of Medical Priority Applications by year for 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022,
2023 and 2024 (so far);

« the total number of Medical Priority Applications by the above years granted at the
first attempt;

 the total number of Medical Priority Applications by the above years subsequently
granted on appeal.

Applications attempt

Year: Medical Priority | Granted at first | Granted on appeal

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

2024 (YTD)

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
Please find requested figures below —

Year: Medical Priority | Granted at first | Granted on appeal
Applications attempt
2019 624 196 22
2020 613 185 34
2021 1265 262 77
2022 1066 254 44
2023 1366 302 32
2024 (YTD) 808 195 35

COUNCILLOR DARRAGH MORIARY

To ask the Chief Executive to confirm the following with respect to Exception Social
Grounds (ESG) applications for priority transfer in tabular form (see suggested table
below):

e The total number of ESG applications by year for 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023
and 2024 (so far);

e The total number of ESG applications by the above years granted at the first
attempt;

e The total number of ESG applications by the above years subsequently granted
on appeal.

attempt

Year: ESG Applications Granted at first [ Granted on appeal

2019
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2020

2021

2022

2023

2024 (YTD)

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The figures for the total number of Exceptional Social Grounds (ESG) applications
processed in each calendar year from 2019 to 2024 (YTD) have been compiled and
inserted below. In relation to points 2 & 3 of Q.23, it is not possible to

extract the other information requested from the existing database.

Year: ESG Applications
2019 672
2020 596
2021 673
2022 847
2023 933
2024 (YTD) 764

COUNCILLOR JOHN STEPHENS

To ask the Chief Executive what are the plans for Tree Pruning, Maintenance and Tree
Removal if required in the Cabra Glasnevin Drumcondra Area. As | am the only FIF
Councillor in the Dublin Central Area, what are the plans for the North Inner-City Area
also?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

Dublin City Council (DCC) Parks, Biodiversity and Landscape Services are in charge
of the maintenance of the Dublin City urban forest. Each year, since 2020, DCC Parks
Services inspect and systematically record over 6,000 street trees and park trees. This
inventory informs our annual tree care programme. We are currently completing our
2024 programme, which included thee pruning of 165 street trees in the Central
District, and the pruning of the 215 street trees and the removal of 14 trees in the North
West District. Our 2025 tree care programme is in preparation and all councillors will
be informed when this plan is completed.

COUNCILLOR JOHN STEPHENS

To ask the Chief Executive What plans are in place to deal with litter and dog fouling
in Griffith Park and in particular to the Coffee Dock area and entrance from Walsh
Road and Ferguson Road

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The Parks and Landscape Services are responsible for all activities within parks and
in particular the Coffee Dock area in Griffith Park.

However, Waste Management Services will arrange to have anti-dog fouling stencils
placed on the ground at the entrance to Griffith Park from Walsh Road and Ferguson
Road.

COUNCILLOR JOHN STEPHENS
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To ask the Chief Executive what intervention can the City Manager make if any to
secure a premises for the Cabra Boxing Club?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The Cabra/Glasnevin Area Manager has been in contact with the boxing club to
determine their current arrangements and will have further meetings with them over
the next few weeks. While there may be no suitable available premises owned by the
Council in the area, we will support them in their search for alternative private location.

COUNCILLOR DANNY BYRNE
To ask the Chief Executive what is the average amount of time for one to get on the
housing list.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The average time for an application for housing to be processed can vary depending
on the documentation submitted by the applicant. If the applicant submits the correct
supporting documentation an application can be processed within the 12 week
statutory timeframe, however should an applicant not submit the required supporting
documentation, the application will be deferred until all outstanding documentation is
submitted and assessed.

Whilst we endeavour to complete housing applications within the 12 week statutory
guidelines, owing to the current volume of housing applications being received,
currently, the average waiting time is 14 weeks.

COUNCILLOR DANNY BYRNE
To ask the Chief Executive for the up to date figure re rent arrears.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

Dublin City Council has over 26,000 tenancies with active rent accounts from our
Council properties. The total rent arrears owed to Dublin City Council on the
19/08/2024 was €39,377,942.73 and the credit on rent accounts was €4,969,300.08.
Approximately, 68% of the total number of our live tenancies have rent accounts that
are compliant. The remaining 32% of rent accounts are split between accounts that
are in rescheduling agreements (where tenants pay their weekly rent and an additional
portion to reduce their arrears), and accounts with irregular payments.

It is essential that all tenants pay their rent as per their tenancy agreement and the
Council has a dedicated team of Executive Housing Officers, who engage with tenants
where issues with rent might arise.

Where a tenant has missed rent payments, the Executive Housing Officer will attempt
to engage with the tenant to resolve the matter. If the tenant cannot be contacted or
does not engage in a meaningful way, we then proceed to our early intervention system
that alerts tenants to the increasing nature of the problem, with a first, second, and
then a third warning letter.

If the problem persists and rent arrears continue to be unresolved, a Statutory Tenancy
Warning letter will be issued. This is the start of the legal process and we strongly
encourage tenants to avoid the risks of Court proceedings by engaging with the
Council and reaching an agreement to prevent the matter from escalating further.

COUNCILLOR SEAMAS MCGRATTAN

To ask the Chief Executive when will the roll out of communication boards in
playgrounds begin, and when will playgrounds in Cabra/Glasnevin be included
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
Parks services have installed communication boards in all playgrounds in
Cabra/Glasnevin playgrounds in recent weeks.

COUNCILLOR SEAMAS MCGRATTAN

To ask the Chief Executive the following:

In last year’s budget, we provided for an increase in energy rates due to expected
inflation, how has this expectation materialised and will there be any savings due to a
decrease in the inflation rate

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

In Budget Y2023 (adopted November 2022) Dublin City Council provided for increased
budgets in energy costs (electricity, gas & fuel). The combined budget was €33.1m.
During Y2023 the expected increase in energy costs did not materialise and budgets
were reduced in both Y2023R (revised) (€21.9m) and Y2024 (€22.3m) to reflect the
revised pricing in the energy markets. To Q2 2024, energy expenditure is broadly in
line with budget.

Table 1 — Review of Budgeted Energy Costs

| Account | Yv2024 | v2023 | Y2023R
Electricity ~ 15,673,121 21,939,454 15,273,228
Gas 3643510 7,406,391 3,604,083
Fuel 3,002,160 3,710,858 2,988,857

Grand Total 22,318,791 33,056,703 21,866,168

COUNCILLOR SEAMAS MCGRATTAN
To ask the Chief Executive to secure the site of the old Matt Whelan's pub to prevent
antisocial behaviour here and illegal dumping

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The Cabra Area Office and its Public Domain team will contact the owners of the site
and request the site is secured appropriately. An update will issue to local Councillors
when completed.

COUNCILLOR SEAMAS MCGRATTAN

To ask the Chief Executive to consider an alternative use for the waste land behind
the shops in the Maple Centre, Dunard, due to antisocial behaviour here and storage
of bonfire material

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

This area in question belongs to the ESB. The Area Office will contact the ESB and
confirm what additional use if any the site can be used for. We will also confirm if
additional security of the site is required.

COUNCILLOR MICHAEL MACDONNCHA

To ask the Chief Executive on what basis and why the Executive sought a ruling to
prevent the Coroner in the Stardust inquests presenting unlawful killing as one of the
verdict options for the jury to consider: and given that the jury did return an unlawful
killing verdict, which was widely welcomed by the Stardust families and by Irish society
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generally, leading to a State apology by the Taoiseach, will the Chief Executive now
likewise apologise on behalf of the Executive of Dublin City Council.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The Council’s legal team representing Council at the inquest is unavailable until 13th
September. A reply will be prepared shortly thereafter and made available at the next
Council meeting.

COUNCILLOR MANNIX FLYNN

To ask the Chief Executive to issue a full report and update regarding the ongoing
investigations into wrongdoing malpractice and lack of governance at the Peter
McVerry Trust. This report to include, what investigations, if any, the Dublin Regional
Homeless executive have carried out? What investigations Dublin City Councils Audit
committee have carried out, if any? What investigations the financial department of
DCC have carried out, if any? What safeguards are in place given the public outcry in
relation to the scandal at the Peter McVerry Housing trust charity have been put in
place to ensure that this kind of practice and behaviour is no longer tolerated. Further,
has DCC initiated any overall governance examination of all the approved housing
bodies, homeless charities and the like that DCC, through the Dublin Regional
homeless executive, finance?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

Since the last update, provided for the July council meeting, the professional body
appointed by the Dublin Region Homeless Executive (DRHE) to complete a review of
the financial controls for a sample of services provided with funding in 2023, has
engaged with each NGO from the review sample. A schedule of works has been
devised for each NGO and field work has commenced. As advised, this is with a view
to ensuring compliance with the SLA, in a regulated environment, supported by
organisational financial controls.

COUNCILLOR MANNIX FLYNN

To ask the Chief Executive to issue a report as to the legislation regarding the use of
drones for deliveries within the Dublin City Council administrative area. This report to
include whether such devices are exempt from planning in relation to the airspace and
the basis that these devices are flown from?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The lIrish Aviation Authority (IAA) are the national body responsible for the
implementation of the EU (European Union Aviation Safety Agency — EASA)
regulations of drone (UAV) flights in the airspace above Dublin and the rest of the
country. Any drone delivery company seeking to fly within the airspace above the DCC
administration area can only do so when they have been certified and granted
permission by the IAA allowing them to fly under specific conditions e.g. flying beyond
visual line of sight from the pilot.

To date, Dublin City Council has received no planning applications relating to the use
of land for Drone take-off/landing bases. The existing Planning Legislation does not
currently define or set out regulations regarding the statutory planning requirements
for such applications, each application would therefore need to be considered on its
own merits, on a case-by-case basis and subject to the specific site location,
designations and existing land use in the vicinity.

COUNCILLOR MANNIX FLYNN
To ask the Chief Executive to give a full update as to the implementation of what is
known as the medically supervised injection centre at Merchants Quay? This centre
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was the subject of much controversy and public concern. That concern is still very
evident at present and many within the immediate community are alarmed regarding
the arrival and opening of this facility. Further, part of its remit was to appoint an
oversight committee which would include local representatives. Has anybody been
appointed to such a committee?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
Merchant’s Quay Ireland are the authority responsible for the the delivery, running and
the provision of project updates of the proposed medically supervised injection centre.

The Chief Executive of Merchants Quay Ireland has provided the following information
at the request of the Council.

“The establishment of the states first Medically Supervised Injection Facility forms part
of the National Drugs Strategy and MQI was selected by the HSE to operate the
service at its Riverbank facility on Merchants Quay. The facility will operate out of the
basement at riverbank and will complement the harm reduction and primary health
care services currently on offer to the people who access MQI services. The MSIF will
operate as a pilot for 18 months from the date of opening. The service will be subject
to independent oversight and assessment throughout the pilot period. MQI has no role
in the oversight committee and the composition of the committee is a matter for the
HSE. The facility will operate for fifty fours hours per week over a seven day period.
The facility will comprise of an a reception area, seven injecting bays and a recovery
room. It will be staffed by a combination of nursing, addiction support staff and a visiting
GP. Refurbishment works on the development of the MSIF began in June 2024 and
the facility will commence operations in late 2024.

MQI have established three fora to oversee and manage the MSIF project.

1. MSIF Delivery Group

This group coordinates all strands of the project to ensure that the facility
commences operation in Q4 2024, the delivery group, which comprises MQI and
HSE representatives, has met on ten occasions to date.

2. MSIF Refurbishment Project Group

This group was established to monitor the works program and ensure that timelines
and expedenditure remain within proifile. This project team is currently meeting on
a forthnightly basis.

3. MSIF Stakeholder Forum

Prior to commencemnt of the refurbishment works a stakeholder forum was
convened providing a mechansim for ongoing engagement with community,
school, business, people with lived experience and statutory and non-statutory
representatives, to ensure the efficient operation of the facility and to protect the
amenity and safety of the local neighbourhood. The stakeholder forum has met on
three occasions. A City Council official from the South Central Area was invited to
be a member of this Forum and attends meetings.

| wish to assure all local elected representatives that MQI is committed to open and
transparent engagement regarding the development of the MSIF. It is our intention to
host a number of walk-throughs of the facility when completed and invitations will be
extended to all local representatives at the appropriate time”.

COUNCILLOR MANNIX FLYNN

To ask the Chief Executive to issue a full report as to why DCC architectural
department, which has over 2 dozen highly qualified exceptional architects, and indeed
a chief architect, did not see fit to design the proposed new plaza at College Green?
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Can the CEO explain the rational for franchising this design concept out to the private
sector? Surely with cost implications and the like and the fact that we employ such
highly qualified architects to do these jobs it beggars belief that the city management
would appear to have no confidence in one of its own departments? This kind of
practice is unacceptable. Indeed, in recent times, the head of this department, with
overall responsibility for such matters in the city abruptly resigned from her position
regarding issues associated with the new central library at Parnell Square but withdrew
her letter of resignation sometime later and was reinstated. Can the manager explain
what is going on in this department? Surely, this department with all its expertise could
design a simple public domain plaza bearing in mind all the design work that has gone
into this project over the past number of years. This would appear to be an absolute
disregard for the public purse and taxpayers’ money. Further, this report to include a
full assessment of the cost to date for this project ‘College Green Plaza” and a proper
value for money assessment.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The College Green Dame Street Project is an objective CCUVO13 of the 2022 to 2028
City Development Plan namely:-

“College Green Dame Street Project. To implement a programme of environmental
and public realm improvements along the Grand Civic Spine from Parnell Square to
Christchurch Place and along the city quays, and to prioritise and deliver the
redevelopment of the College Green and the Dame Street area up to the junction with
South Great George's Street and including Foster Place, as a premier civic space for
the city with a traffic free world class public realm.”

In conjunction with DCC, the recently appointed multi-disciplinary Design Team for the
College Green Dame Street Public Realm Project are tasked with meeting objective
CCUVO013 as agreed by the Elected members.

The multi-disciplinary Design team includes a broad range of disciplines who are
tasked with delivering the various stages of this significant and complex project. The
design team comprises architects, landscape architects and urban designers, traffic
engineers, civil engineers, M&E engineers, planners, quantity surveyors, PSDP
services as well as environmental and technical surveying services. The scale and
broad nature of the services requires that these services are provided by consultants
on an integrated basis.

An interdepartmental DCC Project team is working in conjunction with the recently
appointed multi-disciplinary Integrated Design Team to ensure project deliverables are
met. Within DCC, the project is being led by the Environment and Transport
Department. Members of City Architects Division are part of DCC’s project team at
both Working Group and Steering Group levels, providing technical and urban design
input to the project.

No invoices or costings have been received to-date from the Integrated Design Team
at this early infancy project stage.

All matters in relation to corporate governance of the College Green Dame Street
Public Realm Project will be in accordance with the requirements stipulated in the
Department of Public Expenditure’s Public Spending Code and the DCC Corporate
Project Office.

COUNCILLOR RAY CUNNINGHAM

To ask the Chief Executive what can be done about repeated breaches of planning
directives. At (Details supplied) a property owner was found to be renting a shed for
accommodation. An enforcement order was issued, and the tenancy ended, but soon
after another set of tenants was moved in. What steps will the council take against
landlords who consistently ignore planning regulations?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:
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The Planning Enforcement Section has an active enforcement file and ongoing
investigation relating to the above property and alleged unauthorised use. Inspections
will be carried out to ascertain the current use of the structure to the rear of the
property. Further enforcement action will be taken pursuant to the enforcement
provisions contained in the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) should
a breach of use be detected at the premises concerned.

COUNCILLOR RAY CUNNINGHAM

To ask the Chief Executive to introduce traffic calming measures in Walkinstown,
between Crumlin village and Cromwellsfort Road, and between Walkinstown Avenue
and the Long Mile Road. Both are residential areas that have serious issues with traffic
taking shortcuts to avoid major junctions. Measures should include filtered
permeability, to allow local access but restrict through traffic, and chicanes to reduce
traffic speed.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

Saint Agnes’ Road between Crumlin Village and Cromwellsfort Road, along with
Walkinstown Avenue, will be assessed for the potential introduction of traffic calming
measures. As part of this assessment, a speed survey will be conducted to gauge the
extent of speeding in the area. Following this survey, if the speeds warrant it, traffic
calming solutions will be implemented.

COUNCILLOR RACHEAL BATTEN
To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the repair of the playground surface in
Ellenfield Park.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

As it has been an ongoing challenge to get playground contractors to attend to minor
repairs in a timely manner temporary repairs to safety surfacing are being affected by
direct labour. The next delivery of repair materials is expected next week and repairs
to Ellenfield will be completed within a week or ten days of delivery.

COUNCILLOR RACHEAL BATTEN
To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the hosting of a community festival in
Ellenfield Park.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The North Central Area’s Community & Social Development Section have organised
a family fun day for Sunday 8th September from 1pm to 4pm in Ellenfield Park. All local
groups and Councillors were informed of this event on 21st August. The event will also
be advertised across our social media channels.

COUNCILLOR RACHEAL BATTEN
To ask the Chief Executive if he has considered applying for a nest/egg removal
derogation with regards to seagulls in any part of Dublin City.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

Parks have no plans currently to apply for such a derogation.

COUNCILLOR RACHEAL BATTEN
To ask the Chief Executive if the grass verges on (details supplied) where the
pavements were recently upgraded can be reseeded.
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
An enquiry (ref. 11164079) has been created and passed on to the Area Inspector who
will reseed this grass verge.

COUNCILLOR NIAL RING
To ask the Chief Executive the following:

Given the fact that Dublin City Council management belatedly agreed to wait for the
economic impact assessment report in relation to the proposed cross city
pedestrian/traffic plan, can the Chief Executive confirm that a similar economic impact
assessment will be carried out in relation to the planned College Green/Dame St.
public realm proposed project and also, in relation to that project, can the Chief
Executive detail consultations/negotiations with Dublin Bus and/or the NTA vis a vis
the logistics and impact of rerouting bus routes from College Green?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The College Green Dame Street project is an objective CCUVO13 of the 2022 to 2028
City Development Plan namely:-

“College Green Dame Street Project To implement a programme of environmental and
public realm improvements along the Grand Civic Spine from Parnell Square to
Christchurch Place and along the city quays, and to prioritise and deliver the
redevelopment of the College Green and the Dame Street area up to the junction with
South Great George’s Street and including Foster Place, as a premier civic space for
the city with a traffic free world class public realm.”

Dublin City Council’'s Project Team in conjunction with the recently appointed multi-
disciplinary Design Team for the College Green Dame Street Public Realm Project are
tasked with meeting the objective as agreed by the Elected members. The multi-
disciplinary Design Team includes a broad range of key disciplines, including
economists, who are tasked with ensuring the all relevant assessments & reports are
completed.

There has been extensive discussions with the National Transport Authority in the
preparation of the Bus Connects network redesign in the city and the Bus Connects
Network explicitly shows the Bus network when the College Green Dame Street Public
Realm Project is in place.

COUNCILLOR NIAL RING

To ask the Chief Executive to give a brief outline of the plans Dublin City Council has
two optimise its alliance/relationship with IURC North America through its partnership
with San Francisco, not only in relation to the circular economy, natural refrigerants
and community engagement but also in relation to sustainable affordable housing, an
area in which the IURC has researched and addressed.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
Dublin City Council’'s partnership with San Francisco through IURC North America is
focused on mutual interest in exploring the following themes:

e Circular Economy as it pertains to:
o Food
0 Built Environment
o Consumer Products
0 Training and Job creation



* Natural refrigerants in residential and commercial buildings
e Community Engagement

Since the commencement of the partnership in February 2024, four knowledge
exchange sessions and a study visit to Dublin have been conducted sharing learnings
based on the themes. Circularity in the construction sector is a shared challenge, and
embedding circularity has the potential to play a role in the affordability of housing
construction.

Q.46 COUNCILLOR NIAL RING
To ask the Chief Executive to give an estimated cost to Dublin City Council of providing
cleaning equipment etc. for the ¢.5,000 clean ups DCC supports in the city annually.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
There is provision in the current Waste Management Services budget of €188,600.00
for stores issues. The expenditure to end of July 2024 is €155,620.00. The expenditure
covers costs of bags, gloves, and litter pickers. The Team Dublin Clean-up takes place
in the spring time every years when over 60 groups will come out for 2 hours to clean-
up Dublin. On this occasion, extra equipment, such as shovels, spades and brushes
is provided.
Q.47 COUNCILLOR NIAL RING
To ask the Chief Executive to detail how many demands for payment of Vacant Site
Levy were issued in 2023 and to further detail how many of these related to City
Council owned sites and to further ask for details of the sites and the levy assessed
for each site. Finally, to ask the Chief Executive to clarify if this levy will continue to be
assessed in 2024 or will it be replaced by the Residential Zoned Land Tax.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:
Value of Levy
Details of Dublin City Council owned sites. demanded
€
1 | VS-0003: 51A Old Kilmainham Road 77,000
VS-0011: Site at corner of Infirmary Road & Montpelier Hill, Dublin €
217 560,000
€
3 | VS-0028: Grand Canal Place, Long's Place, Bond Street, Dublin 8 332,500
VS-0040: Former Boys Brigade football pitches (off South Circular €
4 | Road), Dublin 8 903,000
VS-0402: Shangan Road (site opposite Virgin Mary School and €
5 | Church), Ballymun, Dublin 9 213,500
VS-0403: Coultry Road (site east of Coultry Gardens), Ballymun, €
6 | Dublin 9 41,650
€
7 | VS-0101: Corner of Russell Street and North Circular Road 112,000
€
8 | VS-0117: (Readymix site) 5-23 East Wall Road D3 416,500
€
9 | VS-0407: 187-279 Silloge Road, Ballymun, Dublin 9 51,450
VS-0461: Site opposite 91-119 Bannow Road, Cabra, Dublin 7 €
10 | (formerly Premier Chickens Ltd. factory and adjacent site) 346,500
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VS-0400: Site bounded by Coultry Road (west of Woodhazel €
Terrace) Ballymun D9 84,000

12

€
VS-0596: Site at Oscar Traynor Road, Dublin 5 3,080,000

13.

€
19,600

VS-0075: Corner Werburgh Street and Ship Street Little Dublin 8
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Vacant site levies are issued in arrears. Dublin City Council issued 33 Demand for
Payment Letters in 2023 (in respect of 2022), 13 of which were issued to Dublin City
Council owned sites.

The Residential Zoned Land Tax (RZLT) is due to replace the Vacant Site Levy in
2025. The legislative provisions for the Vacant Sites Levy will be repealed but the levy
will continue to apply and accrue until the charge on land associated with the RZLT is
levied in accordance with Section 653Q Charge to residential zoned land tax of the
Finance Act 2021. Any outstanding charges in respect of the vacant site levy will
remain against the land in question to be collected by the local authority.

COUNCILLOR EDEL MORAN

To ask the Chief Executive if there are any plans for Equestrian facilities/ stables for
the Northside Community in the Darndale- Clonshaugh similar to the ones set up in
other Dublin Communities such as Ballyfermot and Ballymun? There is a big interest
in this within the community and if there are no plans the groups concerned would like
to know how to go about requesting such a facility.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

It is not Dublin Council’s policy to provide stables in the city. The Manager will
contact the Councillor to discuss the issue directly.

COUNCILLOR EDEL MORAN

To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the distribution of the Community Fund
provided by Glenveagh Homes associated with the Oscar Traynor Road Development
and what Area Facilities and Groups will be the beneficiaries of this Community funding

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
Manager Derek Farrell will make contact with Councillor Moran directly.

COUNCILLOR EDEL MORAN

To ask the Chief Executive on the possibility for the provision of a Wheelchair
Accessible Area on Dollymount Beach to enable wheelchair users and other mobility
aid users practical access the Sea Front.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

Beach wheelchair matting was trialled on Dollymount Beach but proved not to be
robust enough to cope with local tidal influences. The matting was damaged beyond
repair during a strong tide with relatively high winds which was not even forecast as a
storm. While the matting did provided a level of access to the beach for wheelchair
users it was very limited. Beach wheelchairs are available for hire free of charge during
the bathing season which provide access to the entire beach and are even suitable for
entering the water. While it is felt that the beach wheelchairs provide a better level of
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access to the beach and water than could be achieved with physical infrastructure the
Parks Service are more than amenable to considering any suggestions as to how
access or indeed the beach wheelchair service might be improved.

COUNCILLOR GAVIN PEPPER

To ask the Chief Executive In regard to complaints to Environmental Health by
Tenants, have Dublin City Council lowered the thresholds in regard to Minimum
Standards for Electrical Compliance as per the relevant Housing Acts and began to
accept mere Draft Reports as opposed to registered bona fide Periodic Inspection
Reports? | refer to (details supplied.)

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

As no address has been provided it is not possible to check what certificates have
been requested and submitted in the property as outlined above. The Residential
Tenancies Board operates independently of Dublin City Council.

COUNCILLOR GAVIN PEPPER
To ask the Chief Executive the following:

| have been dealing with a victim of the Housing Crisis. A Mother of an autistic child

with nowhere else to turn. This lady’s landlord had an agreement with Fingal County
Council to purchase the home. Private Landlords in the area vetoed this purchase &
disenfranchised the victim who is now due to be evicted with her 3 Children. When will
the State deploy a mechanism to protect all Citizens in Ballymun Finglas & all our
additional constituencies from this & similar tragedies?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The Tenant in Situ (TIS) scheme is used, where possible, by every Local Authority as
a preventative measure to avoid homelessness. TIS may or may not proceed for a
variety of reasons. In a case wherein a TIS does not progress an applicant’s banding
will be updated to reflect their current need. An applicant will also be assessed by
Parkgate Hall in respect of their eligibility for Homeless Hap to assist them in sourcing
accommaodation. In this instance the applicant should be advised to link in with the
Family Support team in Parkgate Hall, who can assist them.

COUNCILLOR GAVIN PEPPER

To ask the Chief Executive In regard to Homeless HAP, | am aware of a Constituent
who is too afraid of moving from her undesirable dwelling to another similar dwelling
because she will lose most of her Homeless Hap Benefit which is at a higher rate than
the regular HAP which is insufficient for a comparable property within the same vicinity.
Have the relevant Authorities a remedy for this anomaly?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The Homeless HAP (HHAP) scheme is in place to assist those availing of emergency
accommodation to exit such accommodation with the assistance of a deposit and the
first two months’ rent at the appropriate rate paid in advance. It is also available to
those who are considered as being imminently homeless due to receiving a Notice to
quit and subsequently being made eligible for the scheme following assessment by the
appropriate team in the Dublin Regional Homeless Executive.

Once the tenancy is in place, the tenant is considered housed and no longer homeless.
A tenant availing of HHAP may move from the property after two years, in line with the
overall HAP scheme. However, as they are no longer considered homeless, this
movement would be under the mainstream HAP scheme. The maximum available
under mainstream HAP is at a lower level than HHAP. In this case the tenant should
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seek to recoup the deposit paid on their behalf under HHAP from their landlord/agent
to help them secure a new tenancy.

If a Prohibition Notice is served by an Officer from the Environmental Health Section
on a premises tenanted by a HHAP tenant, the tenant is automatically eligible to look
for a property under HHAP. Also, if a Garda notice indicates there is a risk to the tenant
if the tenant remains in place, the tenant is automatically eligible for HHAP.

COUNCILLOR GAVIN PEPPER

To ask the Chief Executive, After Kellie Harrington's success being shown on
Widescreen to exited families in a tremendous atmosphere, have the Council any plans
for Widescreen Public events or Cinema Showings?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:
There will be outdoor screenings of Halloween movies in both the North Inner City and
Cabra/Glasnevin at the end of October. These events will be advertised by the

COUNCILLOR DANIEL ENNIS

To ask the Chief Executive if he could provide an update on the progress of installing
traffic calming greenery or to work with residents on a greening strategy, on Aberdeen
Street, Sullivan Street, and Findlater Street. Residents have raised concerns about
cars speeding in these areas, particularly as children regularly play on these streets.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
A response will be issued to the councillor within 2 weeks.

COUNCILLOR DANIEL ENNIS

To ask the Chief Executive if there is any updates regarding the parking issues
consistently raised by residents of Clonliffe Road who have continuously mentioned
that they are unable to park on their own street during events at Croke Park.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The Permit Parking and Pay and Display Scheme on Clonliffe Road was balloted and
the return voted in favour of an introduction of the scheme. The Parking Policy and
Enforcement section cannot confirm the commencement of this scheme on Clonliffe
Road at present as we are in the process of introducing a new permit system through
Customer Services. All new Pay and Display schemes will be issued once this system
is up and running.

We will continue to request that DSPS patrol and enforce this area regularly and with
more focus on event days at Croke Park.

COUNCILLOR DANIEL ENNIS

To ask the Chief Executive what steps will be taken to ensure accessibility for residents
with disabilities and mobility issues, in particularly on footpaths being blocked by
illegally parked vehicles in the vicinity of Croke Park, this is especially bad when
matches and events are on in the stadium.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
Dublin City Council will continue to request that DSPS patrol and enforce all illegal
parking in this area regularly and with more focus on event days at Croke Park.

COUNCILLOR DANIEL ENNIS
To ask the Chief Executive the following:




Nothing the serious incidents around Dublin’s North Inner City, and the ongoing open
drug dealing rendering certain streets as no-go zones, | ask Chief Executive if he has
had any recent correspondence with Senior Gardai and if so, is he aware of what, short
term, effective operations are taking place in an reactionary setting and what long term
initiatives are being put in place from a community policing stand point.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
Please see below response from An Garda Siochana, Assistant Commissioner in
relation to operations:

Operational activity DMR North Central
Please see below figures of operational activity undertaken by An Garda Siochana in
the DMR North Central for the period 1st January 2024 to 315t July 2024, inclusive.

Incidents Reported and Entities Created in the DMR North Central within the
period 01/01/2024 — 31/07/2024

Arrests | Charges & JLO Drug Cash Search Patrol
Summons Seizures* | Seized* Incidents Incidents
Referrals/ adult
preferred cautions
DMR NC | 4,720 16,739 733 €4.38 €249K 5,496 12,447
million

*pending analysis by FSI.

Ongoing initiatives:

Community Policing Expansion

In April 2024, additional resources were assigned to the Store Street Community
Policing Unit, further ensuring that units are resourced to enable an enhanced policing
strategy servicing the diverse population of the north inner city area.

The following is an overview of ongoing initiatives being undertaken by Gardai
attached to Store Street Garda Station, in conjunction with various external
stakeholders, i.e. community groups, transport service providers.

Talbot Street Working Group and Business Watch

The fear of and perception of anti-social activity and crime on Talbot Street is a
challenge that is subject of the joint collaborative working group, which is attended by
Superintendent, Store Street. The newly launched ‘Talbot Street Business Watch’ is
growing from strength to strength and it is hoped more stakeholders will join the
scheme and it will further develop into a successful collaboration between An Garda
Siochana and the business community to tackle anti-social behaviour on the street.

Transport and Commuter Sub Sector

Furthermore, in respect of the policing of the Talbot Street area, which is under the
remit of Store Street Garda Station, there have been additional Garda resources
assigned to the Community Policing Sector in this particular area with the creation of
a sub-sector which will encompass the Commuter Area of Connolly Station, Busarus,
Dublin Bus Hub on Amiens St. / Talbot St. / Abbey St Lower and LUAS / Transdev.

In addition to regular daily patrols, Gardai at Store Street Garda Station also undertake
high impact visibility days on all public transport networks, during the first week of each
month.



As part of the high impact policing days, safety procedures and policies, Transport /
Rail By-Laws and general information is provided by Irish Rail to the Garda members
attached to the Community Policing Unit. Gardai at Store Street Garda Station
maintain ongoing communication with Irish Rail Security in relation to these
initiatives. Equivalent liaison is undertaken with all of the transport operators.

Community Engagement/Domestic Violence/Drug Related Intimidation

There is a strong focus on the building of trust between the Community Policing Unit
and the community it serves. This is further developed with the appointment of
Domestic Abuse Co-ordinators to support victims of Domestic, Sexual and Gender
Based Violence (DGSBV) and an Inspector is also assigned to provide support to
victims of Drug Related Intimidation.

Vulnerable drug users are also supported by An Garda Siochana through the Ana
Liffey Project LEAR Programme of referrals. The members of the Community Policing
Unit work closely with the Divisional Drugs Unit in maximising opportunities to disrupt
the scourge of drug supply and street dealing.

Young People and the Bridge Project

Working with young people in the community and with high risk young people engaged
in criminality and anti-social behaviour through the Juvenile Diversion programme is
central to the Community Policing Unit's work, in collaboration with Youth Work
Services such as Swan Youth Services, the HAY Youth Project and the Restorative
Practices of Belvedere Youth Club and the schools in the north inner city area. The
Bridge Project continues to be a very successful collaborative programme addressing
gang rivalry and violence between youths in the north and south inner city.

Operation Citizen

Operation Citizen continues to be implemented in Dublin City Centre. Operation
Citizen has been in operation since commencement on the 22nd October,
2021. Operation Citizen was implemented for the purpose of providing reassurance
to the citizens, visitors and the business community that Dublin city centre is a safe
place in which to visit, conduct business, socialise and enjoy its amenities. The aim of
the operation is to deliver an enhanced high visibility policing presence in the city
centre on a daily basis. Operation Citizen focuses on collaborative community and
stakeholder engagement approach, recognising that many of the issues that manifest
themselves in the core city centre, require a response that reaches beyond the Garda
Siochana alone.

An evaluation of the effectiveness of Operation Citizen in terms of outcomes achieved
was undertaken in November 2022. Arising from the feedback from stakeholders
including the business community, residents and groups and agencies in the city
centre, a decision was taken to continue the operation.

An Garda Siochana continues to collaborate with Dublin City Council and other
stakeholders, including the Community Safety Partnership in the North East Inner City,
the NEIC initiative, the HSE, residents and business groups through both formal and
informal established networks to collectively identify ways to improve the experience
in the city centre.

Operation Saul

Operation Saul is designed to provide a safe environment for commuters utilising all
public transport services in the DMR together with reassuring the citizens, visitors and
the business community in Dublin that it is a safe place in which to visit, socialise,
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conduct business and enjoy all its amenities. Operation Saul entails the effective
management and planned delivery of all working resources in the DMR to ensure the
delivery of both an overt and covert policing response on board Bus, Luas, Dart and
Train services to effectively tackle anti-social behaviour, public order and criminal
activity, on a daily basis.

Each Chief Superintendent in the DMR ensures continued collaboration with key
transport stakeholders and providers along with Local Authorities to ensure an
integrated approach at key high risk periods of the year identified in the DMR Roads
Policing Plan.

Operation Irene

This is a targeted high visibility operation to combat under-age alcohol consumption
and general consumption of alcohol in public spaces in the DMR through the
enforcement of legislation regulating the sale, supply and consumption of alcohol as
well as relevant public order legislation. Operation Irene commenced on the 1st June
2024 and will continued until the 31st August 2024.

It is important to emphasise that there are no no-go zones / areas in Dublin or across
Ireland. There is continuous engagement by Community Policing personnel with the
communities across the north inner city area. Gardai work hand in hand with the
community and other agencies including Dublin City Council to maintain confidence
and the support of the people in these communities.

COUNCILLOR CIARAN PERRY
To ask the Chief Executive In relation to the O’'Devaney Gardens development, can
the Chief Executive confirm the following

a) The estimated housing costs (social and affordable) remain as per Dave
Dinhigan’s letter to me on 9™ July 2021 (attached for reference)?

b) The construction phasing remains as per the letter above?
Can the Chief Executive also provide an update on the possibility of an Approved

Housing Body purchasing some of the private units as Cost Rental housing?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
Estimated Housing Costs (social and Affordable):

Since the letter of 9" July 2021, a final grant of planning was only received on 16" May
2022. Bartra were to be on site within four weeks of this. However, delays to the
O’Devaney Gardens Phase 1a completion meant that the Council were unable to make
the Phase 2 site fully available to the Developer.

Together with this, a number of unprecedented and challenging events occurred over
this period. These included Brexit, Covid and the Ukrainian Conflict all of which
understandably presented difficulties to the Council and the developer in mobilising
construction at O'Devaney Gardens. As is widely understood, these events led to large
increases in the costs of construction materials. Construction cost inflation over this
period rose to 24.6% (SCSI). For example, the Detailed Wholesale Price Indices for
Building and Construction Materials published by the Central Statistics Office showed
increases for materials such as timber and reinforcing steel in excess of 60% over 12
months.
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As aresult of these impacts, the financial model underpinning the original Development
Agreement became unviable such that Bartra were not be able to deliver the Project
in line with the original tender process commenced in 2017. DCC and Bartra engaged
for a period of over six months in 2022 with a view to considering what measures could
be taken to address these issues in order that the O’'Devaney Gardens Project might
be delivered. This was in the context of the urgent need for the delivery of homes in
the city.

At the same time (July 2022) the Office of Government Procurement devised the
Inflation/Supply chain Delay Co-operation Framework Agreement for use on Public
Works contracts. This was for the purposes of managing inflation costs with respect to
construction projects and was applied to all other Housing construction projects
underway by the Council at that time. As such DCC examined a solution for delivering
O’Devaney Gardens that aligned with the Government’s co-operation framework and
agreed a methodology for dealing with inflation costs related to this. A subsequent
uplift in costs representing little over half of actual construction cost inflation was
agreed. Detailed analysis of the costs were undertaken by Construction Cost
consultants Mitchell McDermott in a value for money exercise review. A detailed Risk
Assessment and options analysis was undertaken by Mazars. All options open to the
Council were considered. It is notable that any option to collapse and retender the
project would have resulted in delays of 3-4 years at a minimum and would be
impacted by increased construction cost inflation in the order of 15 -20%, this excludes
all other project related costs which would also be subject to impact of inflation of this
period. This Solution was presented to the Housing Land Initiative Project Governance
Board and Department of Housing.

In line with EU Legal and Procurement Regulations a Modification notice was
published in December 2022 ensuring the required transparency and the Solution was
approved by the Housing Land Initiative Board in a meeting in February 2023 ensuring
construction commenced in March 2023.

Construction Phasing:

As outlined in letter of 9t July 2021, the phasing of construction was subject to, among
other things, the application and approval of utility connections, Completion of Phase
1la (Montpelier Crescent) and associated road realignment, etc. These did impact on
the sequencing of construction phasing and as a result construction commenced at
the Northern end of the site. The phasing now underway is as follows:

Phase 1: Blocks 2,3 ,45
Phase 2A: Blocks 6, 8, 9, 10
Phase 2B: Block 7

Approved Housing Body delivery of Cost Rental Housing:

Negotiations are at an advanced stage between Tuath Housing and Bartra with respect
to the delivery of 2 phases of Affordable Purchase units within the O’Devaney Gardens
Development. Phase 1 will see delivery of 75 Cost Rental units and a later Phase 2
will deliver a further 189 Cost Rental units.

COUNCILLOR CIARAN PERRY

To ask the Chief Executive to provide a response to the Supreme Court decision to
reject the council's appeal in relation to the Derelict Sites Levy owed on an East Wall
property? Can he comment on the implications of the court decision? As Bank of
Ireland was a beneficiary of the sale does it have any responsibility for the outstanding
levies?
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The Council has informed the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
of the outcome of the Supreme Court ruling and has requested it be considered in the
context of their review of potential changes to the Derelict Sites Act 1990.

As the Supreme Court affirmed the decision of the High Court the Council was required
to refund the monies collected (€50,153.42), the charge was removed and there is no
outstanding amount on the Derelict Sites Register.

Bank of Ireland was never registered as owner of the property and, therefore, has no
liability for the derelict sites levy.

COUNCILLOR CIARAN PERRY

To ask the Chief Executive to provide an update on progress on Condition 6 for Large-
scale Residential Development LRD6001/22-S3A? The initial submission was found
to be non-compliant.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

A new submission was received for this condition on 24th July 2024. The submission
was declared to be non-compliant on the 26th August and the applicant has been
notified. If the Councillor has any further queries on this matter Ronan Bagnall,
Compliances can be contacted on 01 222 7163 or ronan.bagnall@dublincity.ie

COUNCILLOR ALISON FIELD

To ask the Chief Executive the status of the plans for Richmond Road in terms of traffic
mitigation, and to urge them to roll out further initiatives to ensure greater safety for
pedestrians and cyclists on the road.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

Following a series of workshops with Dublin City Council Councillors, the Transport
Advisory Group has proposed and installed a Pay & Display/Permit Parking (P&D/PP)
scheme on Richmond Road, between Drumcondra Road and Grace Park Road, in
order to mitigate traffic and safety issues.

Considering the above, the Transport Advisory Group have no other plans for works
in this area.

COUNCILLOR ALISON FIELD

To ask the Chief Executive to undertake an engineer's report for the area on Church
Avenue in Drumcondra outside the back entrance to DCU and Grace Park Educate
Together NS to deal with the fast-moving rat-run traffic through the area, and ensure
greater safety for the children accessing the school

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

A previous speed survey conducted on Church Avenue indicated drivers travelled at
an 85th percentile speed of 33.2 kph and therefore the provision of any extra traffic
calming measures is not recommended at this time.

If motorists are observed speeding this should be referred to the local An Garda
Siochana as a matter of enforcement.

While we understand that certain routes may become popular shortcuts, it's important
to emphasise that these roads should be used responsibly and in accordance with
traffic laws, including obeying the speed limit.

However, the appropriate measure to deal with the issues raised, is for residents to
apply for a Neighbourhood Traffic Schemes this can be found on the DCC website:
https://citizenhub.dublincity.ie/en/service/Traffic_Request

COUNCILLOR ALISON FIELD
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To ask the Chief Executive to install a playground in Rockfield Park, Beaumont.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

There are no proposals to install a playground in Rockfield Park as the location is
considered to be within the catchment of the existing playground at May Park some
400m to the east.

The Parks Service is currently working with a local group to deliver a suite of natural
and more traditional play opportunities within Rockfield Park arising from the
consultations carried out locally earlier this year by ‘A Playful City'.

COUNCILLOR ALISON FIELD

To ask the Chief Executive to investigate the tree roots of a tree, as the tree has been
examined, but the roots seem to be causing the house walls to crack, the resident is
very distressed. (Details supplied)

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The resident may consider having the cracks in the walls of the house properly
investigated structurally to relieve the distress being caused but may be assured that
tree roots cannot cause house walls to crack as such roots cannot undermine
foundations nor overcome the sheer weight of the structure.

COUNCILLOR AISHLING SILKE

To ask the Chief Executive to engage with the company that owns (1.details supplied)
and demand the removal of bikes left parked/abandoned in areas within a specific time
frame. A bike has been left outside (2. details supplied) for over two months. The
manager has contacted the company numerous times and been informed that the bike
would be collected, but the bike remained. The issue is not limited to (1. details
supplied) parking railings in Drumcondra are often filled with (1.details supplied) for
over two weeks, leaving daily cyclists unable to park their bikes.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The location was inspected and there were no (details supplied 1) bikes in the vicinity.
Since the introduction of the Stationless bike hire schemes in 2018 thousands of new
bike parking spaces have been rolled out throughout the City. At the time it was agreed
with the Transportation SPC that no more than one third of the number of new spaces
would be granted permits to the stationless bike hire companies so private bike users
have benefited enormously in terms of extra bike parking. DCC has a service level
agreement with both operators which includes, inter alia, that illegally parked bikes are
relocated within specific time frames. In addition users who park bikes illegally are
fined and subsequent infringements results in users being suspended from using the
service. Complaints in relation to the Stationless bike hire service should be directed
to Kevin Meade, S.E.O.

COUNCILLOR AISHLING SILKE

To ask the Chief Executive if there are plans to prevent cyclists and e-scooters from
using footpaths and enforce the use of new bicycle lanes. Pedestrians on Griffith
Avenue continue to experience large volumes of high-speed electric cyclists and e-
scooters using the footpath, causing safety issues for the elderly and young children.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
Dublin City Council has no authority to enforce the Rules of the Road with regard to
the use of footpaths and cycle lanes. Enforcement is a matter for an Garda Siochana.

COUNCILLOR AISHLING SILKE
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To ask the Chief Executive in relation to the constant delays and missed targets for
turning on the new pedestrian lights at the Coolock Interchange, if they will provide a
detailed report setting out the reasons for the delays and provide a date for the turning
on of the lights?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The installation of the new pedestrian crossing signals at the M50 J2 / Oscar Traynor
Road roundabout will hugely increase the safety of pedestrians in the Santry area.
The installation and configuration of these signals has been complex due to number of
separate crossings being added and the required collaboration with other agencies
such as Transport Infrastructure Ireland.(TII)

Tl now advise that the necessary downstream carriageway works should be complete
by end of August which should facilitate, following final testing / configuration, switch
on of the new pedestrian signals in late September or early October.

Thank you for your query.

COUNCILLOR AISHLING SILKE

To ask the Chief Executive for a report on the Bagbin initiative aimed at preventing
Seagulls from opening up plastic rubbish bags and request an update on plans for
dealing with the ongoing litter collection issue in Dublin City Centre which is an eyesore
for the people of Dublin and tourists. Photos attached of a walk from O’Connell Street
to Grafton Street between 7pm and 9pm on a Saturday evening.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The initial Bagbin beta trail report has been published,
http://dccbeta.ie/project/article/bagbin.

In 2023/24 this concept was further tested with individual ownership of units on South
William Street. Dublin City Council are awaiting trial results from manufacturer and
operators.

Dublin City Council are considering a number of measures to support the private waste
market and bag issues, one of which may be Bagbin. Considerations around product
accreditation, logistics and storage after collection are still under review.

Dublin City Council are working with the private waste operators with the ambition to
reduce and ban the kerbside presentation of waste in bags in the core city centre.
Derogations, bin usage and alternative options are all being reviewed.

COUNCILLOR DAITHI DOOLAN
To ask the Chief Executive what are the plans for the former pitch and putt grounds in
Drimnagh, will the management consider working towards developing a park similar to
the People's Park in Ballyfermot?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The section of Lansdowne Valley Park that was a former pitch and putt course will be
upgraded to a public park. Currently there is no path network, work which will require
a tender process. The ultimate goal is for a cycle track and public path linking Crumlin
to Drimnagh through the park.

Plans will be shared with the area committee when available.

COUNCILLOR DAITHI DOOLAN
To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the development of new dressing rooms
in Brickfield Park

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
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Provision has been made in the capital programme for upgrade of the existing pavilion
at Brickfields Park, there is no firm timeline for this construction. A report will issue to
the area committee in due course.

COUNCILLOR DAITHI DOOLAN
To ask the Chief Executive to please ensure Brickfield Park is regularly cleaned and
can you please confirm what is the rota for cleaning Brickfield Park.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
Brickfield Park is cleaned-bins emptied, playground and grassed areas litter picked on
a daily basis.

COUNCILLOR DAITHI DOOLAN
To ask the Chief Executive for the housing manager to meet with Tiglin to resolve the
issue of allocations to the new 6 units in Bluebell

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
The area housing manager will liaise with the member to explore the issues and how
best to address them

COUNCILLOR HAZEL DE NORTUIN

To ask the Chief Executive in regards to the Development - Tristan Square- in
Ballyfermot, can there be some clarity on why the office/community spaces weren't
part of the long term lease package by Dublin City Council why they leased the
residential units?

If the Development needed to provide these units to be successful with the planning
authority, why now are they to be left idle for 25years and not deemed a requirement
for residential need? Is the housing manager happy to reside over Dublin City Council
tenants discussing their housing needs in the court yard while office spaces that would
be suitable are idle?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The Long Term Lease Scheme is a national scheme set up to facilitate the lease of
residential units only, it does not facilitate the rental or lease of commercial spaces or
amenities outside the residential unit’s itself.

The non-residential element of such developments are not part of any lease agreement
with DCC. Separate legal arrangements/leases/agreements must be put on place for
non-residential spaces/amenities.

None of the non-resi spaces in Tristan Square are at final fit out stage, we have been
informed that the owner is working with his contactor in this regard.

One of the spaces is intended for use as a créche and my understanding is this is
progressing. The other non-residential spaces at the rear of the scheme are vacant,
neither DCC nor Tuath have to date entered into an arrangement to lease these
spaces. We may consider this when the spaces have been completed to a useable
finish.

DCC would expect that perspective tenants would discuss their housing related
matters over the phone or via email with either the relevant Tuath Housing
representative or a member of the DCC Housing Team, we have advised Tuath
Housing that this is the preferred method of communication.

COUNCILLOR VINCENT JACKSON
To ask the Chief Executive to have the housing Department look into the following
issues with the allocation of (details supplied)
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:

There are currently no outstanding repair requests in relation to this property. However
Housing Maintenance has arranged for an inspection to be carried out at this property.
Once inspection is complete, all necessary repairs will be undertaken for the tenant.

COUNCILLOR VINCENT JACKSON
To ask the Chief Executive please look into the following housing issue with Dublin
City Council Planning Department (details supplied)

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:

The above applicant is on the Housing list, however, his application is currently
deferred owing to Estate Management issues. (details supplied) can appeal this
decision as previously advised to the Anti-Social Policy Unit, Dublin City Council,
Housing & Residential Services, Block 1, Floor 1, Civic Offices, Wood Quay, Dublin 8
or alternatively contact them via phone to discuss at Ph: 01 222 7597.

An inspection will be arranged of the property at (details supplied) to check for
compliance with the provisions of the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses)
Regulations 2019.

COUNCILLOR VINCENT JACKSON

To ask the Chief Executive That Dublin City Council see if the small stone clad wall at
the entrance of Laurence Brook Estate on the Lucan Road Chapelizod Dublin 20 which
was hit by a car approx. 2 years ago can be repaired as it leaves the area in a very
poor visual appearance the wall would take 3 hours to repair by a stonemason, DCC
cut the grass in this little estate of 40 houses going down towards the banks of the
River Liffey.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

Thank you for your correspondence, in relation to your query, | regret to inform you
that the Laurence Brook Estate is not within the charge of Dublin City Council and
therefore we are unable to carry out your request to repair this stone boundary wall.

COUNCILLOR VINCENT JACKSON
To ask the Chief Executive the following:

Currently the prospect of Ballyfermot losing the iconic Roundabout next to the Church
of Our Lady of The Assumption at the junction of Kylemore Road / Ballyfermot Dublin
10 which pre dates most of the Ballyfermot Housing Scheme has gone down like a
lead balloon with both residents and traders alike because of the potential loss of local
mobility for residents getting around, loss of car-parking near the shops and the
general disconnect of Dublin City Council's with its hands off approach / shocking
planning decisions which has resulted in the destruction of the day time commercial
life of our community all we have left is bookie shops, chemists and take-aways, Can
DCC please inform me of any plans to try and reverse their years of poor planning
decisions and what discussions they are having with the NTA in relation to local
concerns all we seem to get is traffic travelling to the west of the city and Kildare.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
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The 2022 City Development Plan has sought to address some of the challenges facing
older and non-central retail units through new policies and objectives. Section 7.3 of
the Plan outlines the many challenges that have impacted on the demand for smaller
retail units across the city; resulting in a more limited range of willing tenants. Section
7.4 highlights the strategic response proposed. Objective CCUV03 proposes that a
review of retail floorspace will be undertaken; of the city centre and also for key urban
villages. Ballyfermot will be part of phase 1 of this review due to the particular intensity
of challenges in this area.

A review of retail floor space will be undertaken; of the city centre and also for key
urban villages. Ballyfermot will be part of phase 1 of this review due to the particular
intensity of challenges in this area.

The NTA has requested that correspondence received by DCC regarding the Core
Bus Corridors Infrastructure Works is sent directly by the Clir to the NTA for response.
Councillor queries should be sent to oireachtasliaison@nationaltransport.ie

COUNCILLOR RAY MCADAM
To ask the Chief Executive to provide an update on the actions taken in respect of the
following question, | posed in April:

e ensure that this council advances the refurbishment and upgrade of (details
supplied) so that we can consider utilising the community property for
community purposes such as early years childcare and education, training
programmes to assist parents of children with neurodiverse needs;

e dedicated space for senior citizens in the area;

 And that any alternative plans for the site to be shelved; and if he would make
a statement on the matter.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The Area Office is currently working with the Property Development Team to review
the convenants for use of this building. It is required to determine there is no restrictions
of use of the building. As previously advised, DCC has committed to the North East
Inner City (NEIC) Programme Implementation Board to review vacant properties within
the area for consideration as suitable properties for Childcare provision. This property
has been identified as one property within the area for consideration for provision of
childcare services.

As soon as usage, funding, and other details are clear, a more thorough report will be
brought before the Central Area Committee for consideration.

The Department of Children, the Dublin City Childcare Committee, and the NEIC
Initiative will be important external partners in advancing this potential.

COUNCILLOR RAY MCADAM

To ask the Chief Executive to provide an update on the status of plans being prepared
by the Parks Department regarding revising the existing layout of (Details Supplied)
the nature of the proposed changes; the timeframe for the undertaking of these works;
the indicative cost of the proposals; whether a Part 8 planning application is required;
and if he will make a statement on the matter.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:
Parks, Biodiversity and Landscape Services have installed 8 new benches to Croppies
Acre Park, which has been designed specifically for croppies acre existing capping
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stones. These benches will enable more people to sit and enjoy the park, with a
centred armrest for people with ambulant disabilities.

In addition to the above new seating, Parks Services have carried out extensive
replanting of the beds in Croppies acre, including some hedge removal to open up the
central view though the park. The double gates at the northern boundary have also
been repaired, allowing access into the park from all sides.

Currently there are no plans to develop any further features in the park, other than
maintenance and minor repair works.

COUNCILLOR RAY MCADAM

To ask the Chief Executive to indicate the current status of plans to enhance and
upgrade (Details supplied); the time frame for the undertaking of any planning
procedures to advance this initiative; the indicative cost of these works; to provide an
outline of what is being considered and if he will make a statement on the matter.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

Parks, Biodiversity and Landscape Services design team is currently going through
internal consultations with Active Travel and Bus Connects to ensure that all external
interventions align and can be accommodated with the overall park design, prior to
lodgement of a part 8 application.

COUNCILLOR RAY MCADAM

To ask the Chief Executive when the public consultation on the draft Markets Public
Realm and Traffic Plan will take place?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The Public Consultation on the Draft Markets Public Realm Plan will take place in Q4
2024

COUNCILLOR KEITH CONNOLLY
To ask the Chief Executive to arrange for the overgrown shrubbery at (details
supplied) to be cut back.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPLY:

Could the location of the overgrown shrubbery please be pinpointed by house address
if possible. An inspection can then be arranged.

COUNCILLOR KEITH CONNOLLY
To ask the Chief Executive to examine the possibility of double yellow lines at (details
supplied)

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

This request (Enquiry Ref: 7041418) will be referred to the Area Engineer for
assessment and report to the Transport Advisory Group for their consideration.

The Councillor will be informed of the final recommendations of the Transport Advisory
Group in due course

COUNCILLOR KEITH CONNOLLY
Question withdrawn

COUNCILLOR KEITH CONNOLLY
To ask the Chief Executive to provide an updated timeline on the implementation of
the E spine of Bus Connects and any associated changes
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The E spine is scheduled to commence operations in Q4 2024.

This is subject to detailed review of operational readiness before introduction and to
the overall level of funding available.

COUNCILLOR DECLAN FLANAGAN

To ask the Chief Executive what is the update on providing suitable facilities for Kilmore
West football club and why has the youth club not reopened, what is the plan for
providing sports facilities for the youth of this area

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
This matter is currently under consideration with the North Central Area Manager, Mr.
Derek Farrell and a reply will issue directly to the councillor in due course.

COUNCILLOR DECLAN FLANAGAN
To ask the Chief Executive what is the update on the planned lights and pedestrian
crossing for Ardmore estate coming onto Kilmore road which was promised for summer

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The Consultants appointed to design the package of pedestrian crossings to be
installed as part of the current works programme are currently completing the design
for the first package which includes a new signalised junction at Kilmore Road/Ardmore
Drive. Construction works are currently programmed to begin in late October on the
first package.

COUNCILLOR DECLAN FLANAGAN
To ask the Chief Executive Can the council make contact with (detail supplied)
regarding installing traffic calming measures for the Hazelwood estate in Artane

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The admin team in the Transport Advisory Group have emailed the applicant providing
a dedicated traffic service request link enabling him to submit his request for traffic
calming with all the relevant information required.

COUNCILLOR DECLAN FLANAGAN
To ask the Chief Executive what engagement is Dublin City Council carrying out with
the local Coolock residents beside Crown paints

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The responsibility for engagement with local residents regarding the Crown Paints site
rests with the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth and
specifically with the International Protection Accommodation Services Section (IPAS).

COUNCILLOR GAYLE RALPH
To ask the Chief Executive to respond to the following (details supplied) regarding
speeding.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The most recent speed survey on (details supplied) was conducted on Monday, 24th
February 2023. The resultant 85% percentile speed did not suggest that motorists are
driving at high speeds, indicating that there is compliance with the speed limit. The
survey also indicates that the traffic volumes using the road are low, and therefore, it
does not meet the warrant for the provision of speed ramps.




Q.92

Q.93

Q.94

Q.95

Q.96

(details supplied) is narrow road with on-street parking. On-street parking causes a
natural traffic calming effect by reducing the available carriageway for driving. It also
increases driver’s caution because on-street parking creates ‘clutter’ in the driver's
peripheral vision which has an effect of reducing speed. In addition, on-street parking
creates a natural ‘chicane’ which also reduces driver’'s speed.

COUNCILLOR GAYLE RALPH
To ask the Chief Executive to respond to the following (details supplied) regarding
traffic lights

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The NTA has requested that correspondence received by DCC regarding the Core
Bus Corridors Infrastructure Works is sent directly by the Clir to the NTA for response.
Councillor queries should be sent to oireachtasliaison@nationaltransport.ie

COUNCILLOR GAYLE RALPH
To ask the Chief Executive to respond to the following (details supplied)
regarding traffic issues

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

(details supplied) has been added to Transport Advisory Group’s Minor Works
programme for an upgrade to the roundabouts and crossing facilities. When
constructed these upgrades will create improved traffic calming on the road. The
Works are scheduled to begin in the next couple of months.

COUNCILLOR GAYLE RALPH
To ask the Chief Executive to respond to the following (details supplied) regarding
speeding.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

On a speed survey conducted on (details supplied) motorists were recorded to be
driving at a speed below the 30 kph speed limit of the road, and the volumes of vehicles
on the road were recorded as being extremely low. (details supplied) is a residential
road, with no thru’ traffic. Therefore, the road does not meet the warrant for the
provision of speed ramps.

Double Yellow Lines were recommended on the bend outside property No. 12, in order
to provide a better visibility at the bend. The recommendation has to go through a
number of stages of the statutory process before the measures are installed.

COUNCILLOR CAT O’DRISCOLL

To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the implementation of the Play Strategy
2022-2027 'Everywhere, Any Day, You Can Play!" and what resourcing is allocated for
this policy?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

There are a number of themes, policies and actions pertaining to the City Play Strategy
and an end of year report will be brought to the SPC to inform that committee on what
has been progressed in 2024 and what is planned for 2025.

COUNCILLOR CAT O'DRISCOLL
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To ask the Chief Executive to consider the temporary use of Georges Dock as Pedals
Courts and to meet with interested stakeholders to explore the feasibility of a
temporary facility.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The City Council is currently reviewing Georges Dock on its viability for meanwhile use
opportunities. Expressions of interest for use may be sought following consideration of
the options for the Dock. The Dock itself is a conservation area and has constraints on
how it can be utilised as a public use space. Under the current development plan
zoning for Georges Dock is to deliver water based activities.

In the short term the Dock is planned to be one of the locations for winter lights 2024.

COUNCILLOR CAT O’DRISCOLL

To ask the Chief Executive what policy has changed in relation to weddings in City Hall
and are religious ceremonies catered for. How many wedding took place in City Hall
last year and how many were religious ceremonies?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The Health Service Executive (HSE) is responsible for the civil registration service
nationally in the Republic of Ireland.

In order to host civil marriage ceremonies, City Hall is bound by the regulations set out
by the HSE’s Civil Registration Service Arrangements for the Approval of Venues for
the Solemnisation of Civil Marriage.

These regulations prevented venues from hosting both civil and religious ceremonies.
In July 2024, following legal action, the HSE revised these regulations.

The new HSE guidance on the Civil Registration Service Arrangements for the
Approval of Venues, relates to any venue which holds wedding ceremonies nationally.
All wedding venues nationally are required to implement the HSE guidance on the Civil
Registration Service Arrangements for the Approval of Venues.

As a result of these changes, the legal advice to the Council made clear that City Hall
could no longer host civil ceremonies without also accepting religious marriage
ceremonies.

The Senior Management Team subsequently agreed that City Hall would also host
civil, humanist and religious wedding ceremonies in future.

A report will be made to the Protocol Committee on these changes in September.

In 2023, there were 202 weddings in City Hall — all of which were civil or humanist.

COUNCILLOR CAT O’'DRISCOLL

To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the statue commemorating the Women of
the Revolutionary decade which was agreed by council

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

Under the previous Council a Working Group to help develop the brief was established.
This Working Group will be reconvened by The City Arts Officer and its Membership
will be referred to the first meeting of the SPC in September

COUNCILLOR CONOR REDDY

To ask the Chief Executive for a city-wide breakdown of the housing maintenance
workforce indicating staffing levels in local areas (especially NW area), vacant
positions and any staffing targets that may exist at present.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
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There is a total workforce of 562 assigned to Housing Maintenance, comprising
Management, Administration; Professional / Technical, Trades and General
Operatives.

The operational workforce is spread across 8 maintenance depot areas; civic
maintenance, joinery workshop, paint squad and fleet. The caretaking service
operates across 200 housing complexes.

Allocation of staffing resources and overall workforce planning is actively managed on
an ongoing basis by Housing Department in consultation with HR Department.

COUNCILLOR CONOR REDDY

To ask the Chief Executive for a report on staffing levels and performance targets in
the Social Work section — this should include a report on numbers of applications for
the Exceptional Social Grounds Scheme, success rates and average wait times for
applicants over at least the last 12 months.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

Year: ESG Applications
2021 673

2022 847

2023 933

2024 (to end quarter 2 - 546

1/1/24 to 30/6/24)

The Social Work section aims to process ESG applications as quickly as possible. The
time to process is largely dependent on the volume of applications and resources
available.

A report on the number of applications to the Exceptional Social Grounds Scheme is
contained in the table above. There has been a substantial increase in Exceptional
Social Grounds applications each year to date. Indications, based on numbers
received in the first two quarters of 2024, are that we can expect over 1,000
applications by year end. In addition to these factors, a decision can be delayed
awaiting third-party supporting documentation.

It is not possible to extract data regarding success rates from the current database.

COUNCILLOR CONOR REDDY

To ask the Chief Executive for a breakdown of numbers of voids by local area in Dublin
City (total voids and numbers of 1, 2, 3 bed voids etc) and to give a detailed account
of the average turnover times for voids across the city over the last 4 years (i.e. average
times from vacancy to completion of works on voids or times from vacancy to
allocation).

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
The tables below reflect how the data is collected and presented as per the Housing
Supply Report.

Vacant (Void) Property Refurbishments completed in 2023

North North South
Totals by Area | Central Central West Central South East Total
House 35 82 98 82 5 302
Apartment 155 33 53 139 112 492




Senior Citizens 45 45 79 53 64 286
Total 235 160 230 274 181 1080
Average time taken from date of vacant possession to date of occupancy: 25.8 weeks
Vacant (Void) Property Refurbishments completed in 2022
North North South
Totals by Area | Central | Central West Central South East Total
27 a7 62 63 11 210
House
93 22 50 89 64 318
Apartment
. . 36 66 55 46 41 244
Senior Citizens
156 135 167 198 116 772
Total
Average time taken from date of vacant possession to date of occupancy: 21.4 weeks
Vacant (Void) Property Refurbishments completed in 2021
North North South
Totals by Area | Central Central West Central South East Total
House 27 61 94 83 11 276
Apartment 66 21 54 137 64 342
Senior Citizens 27 67 63 61 39 257
Total 120 149 211 281 114 875
Average time taken from date of vacant possession to date of occupancy: 20.6 weeks
Vacant (Void) Property Refurbishments completed in 2020
North North South
Totals by Area | Central | Central West Central South East Total
House 20 82 93 74 20 289
Apartment 73 35 47 96 83 334
Senior Citizens 27 82 63 84 43 299
Total 120 199 203 254 146 922

Average time taken from date of vacant possession to date of occupancy: 18.5 weeks

Q.102 COUNCILLOR CONOR REDDY

To ask the Chief Executive to give a detailed update on funding and works to install a
new playground in Kildonan Park and to ask whether the playground will be designed
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with universal accessibility and inclusion in mind? Would the council consider installing
accessible and/or sensory equipment if not already included in plans?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

Park services are currently assessing tender submissions from suitable playground
contractors for the installation of a new playground in Kildonan Park. The inclusion of
assessable and sensory play equipment are certainly aspects we would expect to see
in a suitable submission. Capital funding was secured for the redevelopment of this
park and the plan includes the provision of a new playground.

COUNCILLOR PUNAM RANE

To ask the Chief Executive if communication boards could be installed in Dublin City
Council playgrounds and parks for children who may be non-verbal, similar to those
installed by South Dublin City Council"?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

Parks, Biodiversity & Landscape Services together with Finding Charlie’s Voice are in
the progress are installing Communication Boards in all of our 69 playgrounds. Finding
Charlie's Voice is an Irish Registered Charity (CHY22899) that supports children and
young adults with speech and language communication needs in Ireland.

The communication boards have symbols of items relevant to their environment, they
contain action words and feelings. The Communication Boards also include pictures,
gestures, signs, and words, to get a message across.

COUNCILLOR PUNAM RANE

To ask the Chief Executive what plans are in place by Dublin City Council for any
structures built in the DCC area that must have facilities that support the disabled. If
new facilities and developments will take on board the inconveniences that the
disabled face on a daily basis, therefore making it easier to allow disabled people to
access facilities in a more sufficient manner"?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

All new buildings, extensions to buildings, and material alterations to existing buildings,
are required to comply with the requirements of the Building Regulations, including
Part M (Access and Use). Oversight of compliance with the requirements of the
Building Regulations is provided by the Building Control Unit who inspect a very large
proportion of all new buildings constructed in the city. Many new buildings are also
required to apply for a Disability Access Certificate where the design is expertly
assessed for compliance with the requirements of Part M by our Building Control
Officers.

The Disability Act 2005 requires Dublin City Council, as a public body, to
retrospectively comply with the requirements of the Part M of the Building Regulations
(Access and Use), with respect to the public areas of its public buildings, no later than
10 years from the date of any revision to the regulations. The most recent revision to
Part M came into operation on January 15t 2024 and Dublin City Council is actively
examining the implementation of these revisions which includes the provision of
Changing Places Toilet Facilities in certain buildings.

Compliance with the Building Regulations (including Part M) is mandatory for all new
buildings. Part M aims to improve accessibility to the built environment for all
regardless of age or ability, these regulations require that people can safely and
independently approach gain access and use it facilities.
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COUNCILLOR PUMAM RANE

To ask the Chief Executive if the council would support the implementation of free and
/ or subsidised targeted swimming classes for young people under the age of 20 years
who do not have this essential life skill and who are living in Dublin City Council as part
of a cost-of-living alleviation programme

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

Currently all the Sports & Fitness Centres under Dublin City Council’'s remit provide
community swimming lessons to children and adults. The costs associated with the
lesson terms are as below.

Children’s Swimming Lessons: 10 lessons €80 (€8 per lesson)

Adult swimming lessons: 6 lessons €50 (€8.30 per lesson)

The costs when compared to the private centres are much lower. The average cost
for lessons in the private sector is

Children’s lessons: 8 lessons €145 (€18 per lesson)

Adult lessons: 4 lessons €80 (€20 per lesson)

The council’s Sports & Fitness Centres also work with different groups and schools in
the areas such as Cross Care and Youth Reach to help deliver this life skill to the
community.

This summer, the Sports Plan 2024 — 2029 was adopted was by the council. Within
the plan there are three pillars.

Pillar 1: Infrastructure

Pillar 2: Programming

Pillar 3: Organisation

Under Pillar 2, Programming Dublin City Council intends to:

Proactively target specific demographics to increase levels of participation and
increase opportunities to access physical activity. Swimming is one of the mentioned
activities within the Sports Plan where Dublin City Council intends to review with regard
to accessibility to all, while taking into account it’s affordability within the demographics
we deliver our services to.

COUNCILLOR PUNAM RANE
To ask the Chief Executive to provide an update on the installation of outdoor fithess
equipment in all Parks in Dublin City Council

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

Parks Services have plans to install replacement adult exercise equipment in Fairview
Park.

We have no current plans to add extra outdoor equipment in any of our parks this year.
A list of Parks Outdoor Gyms included as an appendix to this report.

COUNCILLOR BARRY HENEGHAN

To ask the Chief Executive if there is any update on the appointment of an
Accessibility Officer within Dublin City Council, similar to the roles established in
other councils. Such a position could play a crucial role in addressing various
accessibility issues, including footpath assessments, the percentage of accessible
housing, and public transport accessibility.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
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The City Council have sought sanction for the creation of an Accessibility Officer post
from the Department of Housing Local Government and Heritage and we await
approval in this regard.

COUNCILLOR BARRY HENEGHAN

To ask the Chief Executive what specific plans Dublin City Council intends to
implement in response to the serious concerns and findings highlighted in the
Dollymount lifeguard report, particularly regarding staffing levels, the quality of
equipment, working conditions, and the overall management structure

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
The report in question was written and circulated by one beach lifeguard and is neither
endorsed nor reflects the views of all members of the beach lifeguard service.

The difficulty recruiting a full complement of beach lifeguards of 6 or 7 has been a
significant challenge in recent years and has been reported to this committee in the
past. In 2024 at the request of Parks Management HR expedited the open recruitment
process earlier than usual in the year and 17 applications were received; of these only
6 candidates presented for interview, 1 was deemed unsuitable; 1 was unavailable for
the medical and swim test and was eliminated; the other 4 were offered positions
however 1 student, due to college commitments could not start until August. It is
understood that nearby coastal authorities have also experienced a decline in interest
in the position of temporary beach lifeguards for the bathing season in recent years.

As is done each year Parks Management will review the challenges faced this year
with regard to the service at the end of the season and will consult with both HR and
the Water Safety Section as to what can be done to recruit additional lifeguards for
2025. Any practical improvements to terms and conditions that can be delivered will
be considered. It is not well understood why what was once a very popular summer
job with keen swimming students no longer attracts the same level of interest.

The report also raised a number of ‘Health and Safety’ issues some of which were
wholly inaccurate and demonstrably false such as the assertion that VHF radios were
no longer working and lifeguards had to provide their own. The report was referred
on to the Health and Safety Officer who reviewed the ancillary safety statement for Bull
Island and risk assessment documentation relating to lifeguarding activities and carried
out an inspection of the lifeguard stations on the 14" August. The health and safety
officer reported in the first incidence that ‘As per legislation and contract of
employment, staff have a duty to report hazards to their employer, from my inspection
it does not appear that the H&S issues noted in the context of the report have been
conveyed to lifeguard Line management (employer)’. With regard to staffing issues
the health and safety report asserts ‘Staffing issues are presenting lone working
issues, this is being managed locally as far as reasonably practicable to maintain the
life guarding service whilst also adhering to lone working procedure’. The health and
safety officer further reported that ‘steel shutters are functioning as correctly, some
shutters are corroded and require maintenance by the welder and painter, but these
are aesthetic issues’. The report also made certain suggestions with regard to training
and documentation which will be considered for 2025.

COUNCILLOR BARRY HENEGHAN

To ask the Chief Executive an investigation can be conducted regarding safety
concerns on the Clontarf Cycle Track, particularly at Vernon Avenue and the new Old
Tram Stop bus shelter. There have been multiple incidents of cyclists colliding with
pedestrians, especially those boarding buses. This issue is particularly concerning for
elderly or visually impaired individuals and young children who have had close
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encounters. Could warnings be implemented for both cyclists and pedestrians, and
could additional measures such as warning signs be considered to slow down cyclists
and make pedestrians and improve safety for both cyclists and our pedestrians?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The Environment and Transportation Department installed yellow rumble strips in 2018
to encourage cyclists to slow down on approach to the bus stop. The Active Travel
Programme Office will review the current layout in light of the concerns raised.

An update will be issued to members of the North Central Area Committee by end
October 2024.

COUNCILLOR BARRY HENEGHAN

To ask the Chief Executive to address the neglected state of the area around Gabriel's
Church, particularly where the bottle banks are located. The footpath in this area has
become nearly unusable due to overgrowth, and the space between the bottle banks
and the road is heavily overgrown. Can this issue be prioritized for clean-up?
Additionally, residents have observed continuous littering and illegal dumping of non-
clothing items at the clothes bank, including furniture, BBQs, television stands, and
kitchenware. Is there a plan to address and prevent this ongoing problem?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The issue of illegal dumping of household items at bring bank sites is problematic
across the city, despite regular servicing and cleaning by the respective glass and
textile recycling service providers and additional regular cleaning and removal of
illegally dumped items by Waste Management Services operational staff.
Unfortunately, illegal dumping continues after the area is cleaned and it may be up to
24 hours before Cleansing staff return to the site. In addition to the daily visits by Area
based Cleansing staff, Waste Management Services is currently engaged in a pilot
bottle bank maintenance program in the north city, and a new Bottle Bank Maintenance
Team has been established. We have identified the most problematic sites in the north
city and established a schedule whereby ten such sites are visited each day, and each
site is visited several times per week. Waste Management Services intend to further
develop this program to establish four permanent bottle bank maintenance teams, two
each for the north and south city as part of our current recruitment program. We
anticipate this program will be fully developed by Q1 2025.

COUNCILLOR SUPRIYA SINGH

To ask the Chief Executive provide an update on the decision to remove the wall
between Malahide Road (opposite Crown Paints) and Ayrfield Drive in Ayrfield, Dublin
13?7 Residents have expressed significant concerns about the potential impact on
community safety, particularly due to an increase in antisocial behaviour in the area.
In light of these concerns, will the Chief Executive commit to reassessing this decision,
with a view to addressing the safety issues raised by the Ayrfield community

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The NTA has requested that correspondence received by Dublin City Council
regarding the Core Bus Corridors Infrastructure Works is sent directly by the Clir to the
NTA for response.

Councillor gueries should be sent to oireachtasliaison@nationaltransport.ie

COUNCILLOR SUPRIYA SINGH
To ask the Chief Executive provide an update regarding the plans to update facilities
at St. Annes Park
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The planned improvements for St. Anne’s Park for 2024 included a new toilet block
including a changing places facility to serve the Red Stables. The specification has
been finalised and the tender package published.

The next tender to be published is for a small changing and toilet facility for the south
east of the park to serve the pitches in this section of the park which are at some
distance from existing facilities. It is hoped to have this tender published late Q3 2024.
New paths are proposed within the arboretum to improve access to this important
feature of the park. The extent of the paths that can be delivered this year will very
much depend on tender prices returned but it is intended to year on year improve
access and connectivity in this part of the park.

New signage both directional and information regarding on leash requirement for dogs
is proposed.

Improvements to the surface drainage of pitches is an ongoing trial programme for
2024. The Parks Service intends reporting to the area committee regarding progress
in the autumn.

COUNCILLOR SUPRIYA SINGH
To ask the Chief Executive to provide a timeline regarding by when the taking in charge
of Belmayne Avenue and Parkside Boulevard can be expected?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

Belmayne Avenue:

A query was received from a resident of Belmayne Avenue in April 2021 regarding the
process required for the taking in charge of Belmayne Avenue and surrounding streets.
A taking in charge application was issued to the individual however to date no request
for taking in charge has been received.

Parkside Boulevard:

A request was received from Cairns Development Ltd in October 2017 for the area
surrounding the school to be taken in charge. The request was forwarded to the service
divisions’. The service divisions’ response outlined works that were required to be
carried out prior to the area being taken in charge. This was forwarded to the developer
in February 2018. No update has been received to date by Taking In Charge.

Road Design had a meeting on site on 8" August 2024 with Cairn Homes to
discuss a way forward to progress the Taking in Charge in this area

COUNCILLOR DONNA COONEY
To ask the Chief Executive what progress there is in adding of the iconic shelters on
the Clontarf promenade to the list of protected structures

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The City Council’s Record of Protected Structures (RPS) was updated and reviewed
under the Dublin City Development Plan 2022-2028. Objective BHAO6 provides as
follows: To identify and protect exemplar buildings of the twentieth century; to
categorise, prioritise, and, where appropriate, add to the Record of Protected
Structures (RPS); to produce guidelines and offer advice for protection and appropriate
refurbishment of such structures.

The Planning & Property Development SPC agreed a methodology to expedite the
proposed additions / deletions to the RPS in a systematic manner, based on the
Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines 2011 and NIAH/Ministerial
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Recommendations under Section 53(1) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000
(as amended).

The methodology agreed is to prioritise industrial, twentieth century, early buildings
and underrepresented typologies that were given a Ministerial Recommendation of
Regional or above. In relation to the shelters, the ‘bandstand’ (NIAH Ref. 50030149)
and shelters (NIAH Refs. 50030145 & 50030146) have been assigned a Regional
rating. These are structures or sites that make a significant contribution to the
architectural heritage within their region or area. The shelters are on the priority list
and will be considered for inclusion in the next phase of proposed additions by the
Planning & Property Development Department in accordance with the agreed
methodology.

COUNCILLOR DONNA COONEY

To ask the Chief Executive on a update on progress with increasing indoor bicycle
parking and possible extension of bicycle parking in Drury street and others used by
DCC

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The National Transport Authority has recently agreed to fund an expansion of the
cycling facility in the Jervis Street Car Park and DCC are in negotiations with the Cark
Park operator to expand our current licence agreement.

DCC are also currently exploring the possibility of developing cycle parking in the Fleet
Street Car Park.

While the cycle parking facility in the Drury Street Car Park is well used it still has spare
capacity and there are currently no plans to expand this facility.

Similarly there is still spare capacity in the Spire Car Park and there are currently no
plans to expand this facility.

COUNCILLOR DONNA COONEY

To ask the Chief Executive that additional funding is being allocated to public domain
for non herbicide removal of street overgrowth to protect pavements, whilst still
protecting biodiversity

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

In 2024 a budget of €698,623 excluding VAT was allocated to carry out weed control
by a contractor on public roads and footpaths. This equates to 478km of the road
networks in the Dublin City Council Administrative Area. This is an increase in budget
of approximately €200,000 from 2023.

In 2024 the visible weeds on public roads were targeted using ‘New Way Spray’ whose
active ingredient is acetic acid which is naturally occurring and bio-degradable.

COUNCILLOR DONNA COONEY
To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the possibility of employment of parking
wardens, with additional roles as litter wardens and street ambassadors

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:
The E&T Department at present have no plans in this area.

COUNCILLOR FELJIN JOSE

To ask the Chief Executive to provide a timeline for the upgrade of walking and cycling
facilities along the Royal Canal between Ashtown and Cross Guns Bridge and to give
an overview of what steps need to be taken.
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The Royal Canal Greenway Phase 4 links the Cross Guns Bridge, Phibsborough,
Dublin 7 and Ashtown, Dublin 15.

On September 215t 2023 Dublin City Council submitted an Amending Part 8 application
to the approved Part 8 (Ref.2870/15), under Part 8 of the Planning and Development
Regulations 2001, as amended, to undertake development in this area.

Dublin City Council proposes to widen the existing towpath by realigning the northern
bank of the canal at the following three locations to overcome the need for third party
land acquisition, along with associated works and associated ancillary services:

e West of Lock 6 for approximately 600 metres, realigning by up to 2.15 metres;

e West of Broombridge for approximately 345 metres, realigning by up to 1.4
metres; and

* West of Lock 8 for approximately 85 metres, realigning by up to 1.75 metres.

As part of the works it is proposed to include ducting and associated chambers to ESB
standard along the proposed Royal Canal Greenway project. Any future installation
and energisation of high voltage cables will be a separate matter for the ESB subject
to its own planning processes (as applicable).

Due to a referral made by a 3rd Party on 18th October 2023 regarding the
Determination received on the Environment Impact Assessment Screening and the
Appropriate Assessment Screening, the Draft Chief Executive’s report cannot be
concluded within the expected timeframe.

COUNCILLOR FELJIN JOSE

To ask the Chief Executive when Dublin City Council will complete its assessment of
the ‘BagBin’ trial concluded on South William Street in March 2024 and whether there
are plans for a wider rollout of the scheme.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
The initial Bagbin beta trail report has been published,
http://dccbeta.ie/project/article/bagbin.

In 2023/24 this concept was further tested with individual ownership of units on South
William Street. Dublin City Council are awaiting trial results from manufacturer and
operators.

Dublin City Council are considering a number of measures to support the private
waste market and bag issues, one of which may be Bagbin. Considerations around
product accreditation, logistics and storage after collection are still under review.

Dublin City Council are working with the private waste operators with the ambition to
reduce and ban the kerbside presentation of waste in bags in the core city centre.
Derogations, bin usage and alternative options are all being reviewed.

COUNCILLOR FELJIN JOSE
To ask the Chief Executive when Dublin City Council's plans to use CCTV to deter
illegal dumping now that the relevant legislation and code of practice is in place

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The initial CCTV scheme will comprise of the three streets included in the NIC
Taskforce, Belvedere Place, Sherrard Street Lower and Summer Street North. The
draft Data Protection Impact Assessment (DPIA) and draft Business Plans for these
streets are with the Law Agents Office for approval. Plans are also in place to attend
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the Central Area Committee meeting and the Local Community Safety Partnership
(LCSP) in September and also to carry out a public consultation through the Citizen
Hub.

When all of the above is in place, the CCTV Scheme will be forwarded to the Oversight
Board for their approval and if approval will then be forwarded to the Chief Executive
for his approval.

In tandem with this, as a result of recent procurement process a new contractor will be
appointed to provide the service.

COUNCILLOR FELJIN JOSE

To ask the Chief Executive for a timeline for the procurement of the next parking
enforcement contract and how the specifications of the contract will differ from the
current contract

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

Dublin City Council will be going to tender to the parking enforcement contract in early
2025.

The specifications of the new contract are currently under review and have not been
finalised yet. We are in the process of evaluating potential changes and updates to
ensure they align with the changing traffic management priorities in the city.

COUNCILLOR RORY HOGAN
To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the repairs to the pergola and benches in
Dartmouth Square Park.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

Parks are in the process of having a PO raised to engage a design/fabrication &
installation supplier for the replacement pergola structures. Lead in time for
manufacture of the replacement components is 12 weeks so expected delivery &
installation will be in the 1t ¥4 of 2025.

Delivery of the re-cast bench leg components to replace the storm damaged bench is
due in September 2024. Timber latts will go on order in September and when ready
the seats will be restored & both the damaged bench, the other bench removed to
recast from and 4 new benches will be reinstated in new set back bays constructed as
part of the paths refurbishment.

COUNCILLOR RORY HOGAN
To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the status of the installation of the Dodder
Greenway, specifically the Milltown section

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

Milltown Road - Dodder Walk to Dundrum Road

The scheme includes the following:

Reconfiguration of the junctions at Dodder Walk, South Hill and Churchtown Road;
Two-way segregated cycle facility on the southern side of Milltown Road from Dodder
Walk to west of the Nine Arches Bridge;

2 new toucan crossings across Milltown Road - west of the Nine Arches Bridge and at
the Packhorse Bridge.

The Milltown Road section of the Dodder Greenway is currently at Preliminary Design
stage. Post public consultation, the Active Travel Programme Office engaged Arup to
take over the role of designer on the scheme, with work well advanced on updating the
design based on submissions received.
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Milltown Road is the preferred option for Eirgrid’'s high voltage ducting between
Inchicore and Poolbeg, and discussions are ongoing with Eirgrid on the feasibility of
incorporating the ducting into the construction works which are scheduled to
commence in Q2 2025.

As the project progresses, updates will be provided on the DCC website
(dublincity.ie/activetravel). The Public Consultation Report and updated Preliminary
Design Drawings will also be published on the project webpage when completed.

COUNCILLOR RORY HOGAN
To ask the Chief Executive if plans exist to allocate additional resources for the
maintenance and pruning of trees.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The City Tree Officer, each year organises the inspection and recording of trees on ,
in parks and on open spaces to manage any potential hazard to public safety and to
ensure that the trees that make up the City urban forest are managed in accordance
with best arboriculture practice. The Parks Service database currently contains the
complete details of 18,540 trees. This inventory informs our annual Tree Care
programme and in 2024, we have pruned over 1200 trees, removed in the order of 150
trees which were diseased and/or dangerous and we plant in the order of 5,000 trees
per annum.

Two additional Tree Care foremen were employed in 2024 to assist in the above work
and subject to funding in the 2025 estimates it is proposed to seek the establishment
of two dedicated tree crews to carry out tree pruning all year round.

COUNCILLOR CIAN FARRELL
To ask the Chief Executive what is the status of the redevelopment of a museum for
George Bernard Shaw on Synge Street?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

It is planned that 33 Synge Street will be redeveloped as Artist/Writers live-work
residencies. Roofing repair works have been undertaken to secure the building,
however progress on works to develop the building to accommodate artists in
residence was paused. While the architecture tender package is nearing completion
there remains an overall project backlog in City Architects while vacancies are being
filled. City Arts Office is currently working with City Architects on an alternative solution
for management of this project through a recently procured framework and will update
on progress in October.

COUNCILLOR KOURTNEY KENNY

To ask the Chief Executive to outline why the scaffolding installed in the stairwell of
the front block in Conway Court several months ago? Why has nothing been done or
any work been carried out on an unstable structure? Can the manager confirm when
the works will be carried out and when the stairwell will be safe again for the residents?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

Housing Maintenance (Planned Maintenance Division) engaged a structural
engineering consultancy firm to carry out a structural survey of the two stair access
towers at Conway Court. The survey was completed several months ago and all
loose/damaged concrete has since been removed by a DCC-appointed contractor. A
permanent repair solution is currently being devised by the Project Team. We hope to
commence the permanent repairs this quarter.
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COUNCILLOR KOURTNEY KENNY
To ask the Chief Executive to outline at what stage of the long awaited redevelopment
the St. Andrews Complex is at and when will they start works on these?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The redevelopment of St Andrews Court is currently at pre-part 8 planning stage.
Dublin City Council has received Stage 2 consent and budget approval from the
Department of Housing, Local Government & Heritage to progress this regeneration
project.

We envisage initiating the Part 8 process and lodging the planning application in the
coming month in order to achieve planning approval to progress the project to deliver
the 33 new homes.

COUNCILLOR KOURTNEY KENNY

To ask the Chief Executive to please outline when a new bin storage area will be
installed in Bishop Street flats as the existing bin storage is unsafe and unhygienic and
causing a real health hazard for residents.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

Housing Maintenance has statutory obligations under Dublin City Council’s own Bye-
Laws i.e. Waste Management (Storage, Presentation and Segregation of Household
and Commercial Waste) Bye-Laws 2018, in particular

2.9. Provisions affecting Multi-user Buildings, Apartment Blocks, etc

2.7. Segregation of Household Waste and Contamination Prevention

2.2. Maintenance and Management of Waste Containers

The roll out of bin chambers is in progress with new chambers now in place in
approximately 40% of complexes. The roll out programme will continue until all flat
complexes are compliant. There is no specific timeline on Bishop St. flats but the
location will be examined with a view to prioritising it in the roll-out programme.

COUNCILLOR KOURTNEY KENNY

To ask the Chief Executive arrange to have the play area in [details supplied] gated
up as there is ongoing severe anti-social behaviour and drug related activity taking
place in that area

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

There is a railings surrounding the play area in O’Carroll Villas and that railings was in
place before the play area was installed some years ago. We have not had reports of
ASB and drug related activity at this location however, we will liaise proactively with
An Garda Siochana regarding this matter.
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COUNCILLOR NAOISE O’'MUIRI
To ask the Chief Executive to organise for:

e the tree stump outside (details supplied 1) below to be removed as
requested in the correspondence below (details supplied 2) and replaced
with a new tree this planting season

e additional suitable tree planting along the stretch from 86 to 140 Ennafort
Road in this planting season

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The stump will be inspected to ascertain if it can be safely removed and if so whether
the site will be suitable for replanting this winter.

The proposed planting locations will be inspected in the coming weeks and if deemed
suitable will be listed for inclusion in next winter’s street tree planting programme.

COUNCILLOR NAOISE O’MUIRI

To ask the Chief Executive that TAG assess for the installation of double-yellow lines
at (details supplied 1) to deal with the congestion/access issues raised in (details
supplied 2)

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

This request (Enquiry Ref: 7041416) will be referred to the Area Engineer for
assessment and report to the Transport Advisory Group for their consideration.

The Councillor will be informed of the final recommendations of the Transport Advisory
Group in due course

COUNCILLOR NAOISE O’MUIRI

To ask the Chief Executive organise for the large tree on the public green space
outside 77/79 Collins Park to be pruned back as it is causing substantial loss of natural
light for residents living nearby

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The Dublin City Council Tree Strategy Council as policy in 2016 identifies pruning as
weakening trees and opening potential sites for infection by disease and decay causing
organisms and requires pruning work on trees to be carried out only when absolutely
necessary.

Objective 3.7.5 - ‘Shading’ of the adopted tree policy states ‘Tree works will not
normally be carried out to address shading of direct sunlight'.
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An inspection will be arranged in the coming weeks as local schedules allow and any
works deemed necessary will be listed for inclusion in the prioritised tree care
programme for the area 2024-35.

COUNCILLOR NAOISE O’'MUIRI
To ask the Chief Executive the following:

| wish to support an applicant’s appeal against the Council’s decision to refuse
medical priority (details supplied). | wrote to Dublin City Council
(Hsgapplications@dublincity.ie) on 01/07/2024 seeking guidance as to where | should
send my email of support but that email remains unanswered. Can the CEO (a)
confirm whom | should write to within DCC to support the appeal and (b) provide an
update on the current status of the case?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

With regard to whom you should write, there is a dedicated email address for
Councillors to submit queries, electedallocat@dublincity.ie. Any future queries can be
sent to this email address.

The above applicant is on the Housing List and has recently been successful in
obtaining a medical priority, with an application date of 21/08/2024, the applicant holds
the following position on this list;

Area Bedsize Position
B 1 48
H 1 41
N 1 33

Dublin City Council allocates properties based on time on the list and currently there
are applicants on the waiting list of longer standing who have to be considered as
suitable vacancies arise. It is not possible to indicate accurately the prospect of an
offer for any applicant. The number of vacancies arising will be a determining factor in
the length of time applicants could expect to be on the waiting list.

Dublin City Council are increasing the number of units that are being allocated through
the Choice Based Letting Scheme, such vacancies are advertised on the DCC website.
If there are no properties available at present, nothing will be advertised. Applicants
can only apply for properties in their chosen areas that meet the size requirement of
their household.

COUNCILLOR DARRAGH MORIARTY
To ask the Chief Executive to provide an update on DCC's plans to repair and upgrade
the greening and tree area in Brabazon Square off Gray Street

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

Parks and the local area office would like to carry out some environmental
improvements to Brabazon Square off Gray Street. Any proposals would be subject to
resourcing and budget allocation. The project can be reviewed in the context of 2025.
The councillor will be updated in due course.

COUNCILLOR DARRGH MORIARTY
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To ask the Chief Executive for DCC to confirm when it will replace the removed tree
on Anner Road, Inchicore

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:
There are overhead cables on this stretch of road which makes the location unsuitable
for re-planting.

COUNCILLOR FIONA CONNELLY

To ask the Chief Executive Does Dublin city council have any influence over the use
/access to Kenilworth Square? Was there an agreement from the purchasers of
Kenilworth Square to open the space to the public as part of the purchasing
agreement? When the railings were installed in 1999 was there an intention to give
local residents on the Square keys so that they could access the Square? If so what
happened that this has not materialised and is there any route to establish access for
local residents.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

Dublin City Council does not own or have any leasehold regarding Kenilworth Square.
It also was not party to any change of ownership of the lands and therefore would not
have any involvement in any agreement relating to such.

The lands have been zoned Z9 for a number of Development Plans, which is
amenity/open space/green network (covering a mix of both public and private lands);
limiting the range of uses permitted on the site.

Permission was granted for new railings to replace a wire mesh fence under 1366/96;
the application did not propose any public access and as such none was included in
the decision.

COUNCILLOR FIONA CONNELLY
To ask the Chief Executive the following:

Building on the success of last year's commitment to the Irish language could we
facilitate a visit of Daidi na Nollag to the Mansion House this year? Could this also be
considered for inclusion on the annual calendar of events that are hosted in the
Mansion House?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
Christmas at the Mansion House is a matter for the Lord Mayor of the day and events
are organised based on the interests and themes of the Lord Mayor.

COUNCILLOR FIONA CONNELLY

To ask the Chief Executive the following:

Parking continues to cause significant impact on some areas in the city. Footpath
parking puts pedestrians in a vulnerable position as they navigate their journey and
causes unnecessary levels of danger for people pushing buggies, using wheelchairs
or people who are visually impaired. Can we collaborate with communities to ensure
safe parking is prioritised throughout the city and neighbourhoods? Can we also
consider that areas with a high level of construction and construction vehicles may
need additional enforcement to ensure safety of residents? Can DCC fully support the
Make Way Day at the end of September and keep the momentum going to shift the
culture of cars blocking footpaths in our city and neighbourhoods?
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The Parking Enforcement Section will continue to ensure that all possible enforcement
is carried out around the city to try to reduce dangers faced by all pedestrians. We will
support all initiatives that encourage this and would advise that any community group
with issues contact the Traffic Advisory Group (TAG) to discuss traffic planning in their
area.

COUNCILLOR FIONA CONNELLY

To ask the Chief Executive could pedestrian and cyclist safety be audited in the vicinity
of new and developing schools as the school population increases? In particular the
new location of Harcourt Terrace ETNS, where there will be a significant increase in
the volume of children and families using local roads to access the school.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

Through the Development Management (planning application) process Transportation
Planning Division engages proactively with schools and/or the Department of
Education to develop a sustainable mobility strategy for school sites. This includes
requiring walking and cycling audits to be undertaken in the vicinity of schools with a
view to identifying where improvements can be made. Dublin City Council requires
these works to be included within the ‘red line’ of the development for which a letter of
consent is provided. The works are then shown on the planning drawings and the
works are subsequently carried out under a Roads Opening License (ROL). The
detailed design of the works is agreed through the compliance and ROL process.
Permission was granted by An Bord Pleanala for the school under ABP Ref: 301207,
DCC Ref: 3858/17. Condition no. 2 requires the applicant to agree improvement works
around the vicinity of the school including a new pedestrian crossing with Dublin City
Council. While compliance submissions have been made in this regard, compliance
from Dublin City has not issued to date. The applicant has been advised to engage
with the relevant sections in Dublin City Council to discuss and agree any proposed
works prior to lodgement of another formal compliance.

COUNCILLOR JANET HORNER

To ask the Chief Executive what has happened with the plans for a trial of shared bins,
whether this can be re-ignited or any recommendations brought forward from the DCC
Beta project on these lines?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

Dublin City Council BETA

Dublin City Council BETA is an initiative created to imagine, trial and establish
solutions that improve the experience of living in the Capital. It gives us a way to better
understand and respond to issues, and for citizens it's an easier way to be heard on
these issues.

You can read more about this initiative and design-led projects at www.dccbeta.ie
(Two examples of solutions which arose from this initiative: Dublin Canvas boxes - a
project intended to bring flashes of colour and creativity to everyday objects in the city,
and BikeBunkers - secure hangars for city residents to securely stow their bicycles
close to their home and under cover, saving space and worry).

SharedBinsBETA
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Several BETA Projects have arisen from a research phase looking at the topic of illegal
dumping and waste — one of which is the Shared Bins project.

A collaboration between the BETA unit and Waste Management section, this project
seeks to explore whether shared, on-street, waste bins would be a useful solution to
improve the domestic waste experience for residents of urban neighbourhoods and
ensure cleaner streets and more navigable footpaths.

A prototype of the shared bin facility has been constructed and we are in the process
of choosing a suitable location to start the trial. We have identified a potential location
for an initial trial and we hope to begin comprehensive discussions with the relevant
residents very shortly. Depending on those discussions, we would hope to install the
trial in the coming months.

The relevant residents will be active participants in the trial and we will work closely
with them to co-create and explore the solution. Once the learnings have been
achieved, the temporary trial will be removed and a public report will be produced.
We would be delighted to present to councillors on this project once the trial is
underway and we have some early learnings. Alternatively, we could make an interim
presentation about the BETA initiative and the background to this project if that would
be of interest to the elected members.

COUNCILLOR JANET HORNER
To ask the Chief Executive what progress has been made in relation to the plans for
George's Dock?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:

The City Council is currently reviewing Georges Dock on its viability for meanwhile use
opportunities. Expressions of interest for use may be sought following consideration of
the options for the Dock. The Dock itself is a conservation area and has constraints on
how it can be utilised as a public use space. Under the current development plan
zoning for Georges Dock is to deliver water based activities.

In the short term the Dock is planned to be one of the locations for winter lights 2024.

COUNCILLOR JANET HORNER

To ask the Chief Executive How the Council has progressed the agreed upon pilot
project (at Central Area meeting June 2023) relating to public education and
engagement on Dublin street names?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPLY:
A response to this question will be issued to the ClIr. within 2 weeks

COUNCILLOR JANET HORNER
To ask the Chief Executive what surveys have been done in relation to flood risk
assessment for Portland Street North?

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’'S REPLY:

The Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study in 2005 analysed the carrying capacity
of the drainage network on Portland Street North.

The Dublin City Pluvial (heavy rainfall) study of the city in 2014 analysed the flood risk
of heavy rainfall to Portland Street North.

There appears to be no significant flooding risk from the Royal Canal to Portland Street
North.

Portland Street North does not appear to have any significant flooding risk from tidal
or fluvial (river) sources.







