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Section 1.0 ïTerms of Reference 

 

1.1 Introduction 

 

This is an Appropriate Assessment Screening of the proposed variation (No. 4) of the Dublin City 

Development Plan 2022-2028 to: 

 

Change Zoning Objective Z9 to Zoning Objective Z1 on site at 80 Philipsburgh Avenue, 

Dublin 3. 

 

See Section 1.3 below for further detail on the subject site of this proposed variation.  

 

Circular Letter SEA 1/08 & NPWS 1/08 issued by the then Department of Environment, Heritage and 

Local Government (now under the remit of the Department Housing, Local Government and Heritage 

[DHLGH]) requires that, as a result of European Court of Justice Case 418/04 EC Commission v 

Ireland, any draft land use plan (or amendments or variations) proposed under the Planning & 

Development Act 2000 (as amended) must be screened for any potential impact on areas designated 

as Natura 2000 sites. The results of the screening should be recorded and made available to the 

public. 

 

It should be noted that both a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening Report and a 

Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SRFA) report have been prepared, as part of the documentation 

accompanying this proposed variation no. 4.  

 

The proposed variation has been assessed to ascertain if it is required to be subject to an 

óAppropriate Assessmentô (AA) under the EU Habitats Directive. Based on the óMethodological 

guidance on the provision of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC, a óScreening 

Matrixô and a óFinding of No Significant Effects Matrixô have been completed.  

 

The principal trigger for undertaking an óAppropriate Assessmentô would be if the proposed variation 

was likely to have significant effects on a Natura 2000 site.  For the purposes of Article 6 

assessments, Natura 2000 sites are those identified as Sites of Community Importance under the 

Habitats Directive (called Special Areas of Conservation [SAC]) or classified as Special Protection 

Areas [SPA] under the Birds Directive (79/409/EEC). 

 

There are no Natura 2000 sites directly linked to the proposed variation site at Philipsburgh Avenue, 

Dublin 3. The subject site is not located on or located adjacent to such a site. The nearest Natura 

2000 site, (Special Protection Area [SPA]: South Dublin Bay and River Tolka Estuary SPA, site code 

004024) is 0.8 km to the south east of the subject site, within Dublin Bay.  See Figure A (close-up 

view) and Figure 1 city wide context) below. No water course runs through the subject site.   

 

As noted in the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) report, accompanying this proposed 

variation, the variation site is classified as Flood Zone C with a low probability of flooding. 



 
Figure A ï screen shot demonstrating relationship of variation site, identified with a red star, to 

nearest Natura site, SPA (004024) 

Source: NPWS Designation Viewer, retrieved 15 February 2023 

 

The site is located west of the proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA), an Irish Designation, 

attaching to North Dublin Bay (000206). See Figure B below. 



 
Figure B ï screen shot demonstrating relationship of variation site, identified with a red star, to 

proposed NHA site (000206) 

 

Source: NPWS Designation Viewer, retrieved 15 February 2023 

 



 
Figure C ï screen shot demonstrating relationship of variation site, identified with a red star, to 

proposed NHA site (002103) 

Source: NPWS Designation Viewer, retrieved 15 February 2023 

 

The site is located east of the proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA), an Irish Designation, 

attaching to the Royal Canal (002103). See Figure C above. 

 

 

1.2 Identification of Relevant NATURA 2000 Sites 

 



To identify relevant NATURA 2000 Sites, regard was had to the approach set out under the Natura 
Impact Report (NIR) of the Appropriate Assessment of the Dublin City Development Plan 2022 ï 
2028.  
 
That NIR identified 25 no. European sites as falling within the potential Zone of Influence of the DCC 
administrative boundary.  Following further assessment 4 of these 25 no. European sites ( Rye Water 
Valley / Carton SAC; Ballyman Glen SAC; Glenasmole Valley SAC; and Knocksink Wood SAC) were 
deemed to have no likely pathways.   
 
Two additional SPAôs  - Poulaphouca Reservoir SPA and the Murrough SPA were brought into the 
NIR for assessment and were deemed to fall within the potential Zone of Influence of the city.   
 
The North-West Irish Sea candidate SPA (cSPA) was announced on the 13th July 2023. 
 
The 24 sites within the Zone of Influence of the city are therefore listed below: 
 

 

1. Baldoyle Bay SPA (IE004016)  

2. Baldoyle Bay SAC (IE000199)  

3. Dalkey Islands SPA (IE004172) 

4. Howth Head SAC (IE000202) 

5. Howth Head Coast SPA (IE004113)  

6. Irelands Eye SAC (IE002193)  

7. Irelands Eye SPA (IE004117)  

8. Lambay Island SAC [000204] 

 

9. Lambay Island SPA [004069] 

 
10. Malahide Estuary SAC (IE000205)  

11. Malahide Estuary SPA (IE004025)  

12. North Dublin Bay SAC (IE000206)  

13. North Bull Island SPA (IE004006)  

14. Rockabill to Dalkey Islands SAC (IE003000) 

15. Rogerstown Estuary SPA (IE004015) 

16. Rogerstown Estuary SAC (IE000208) 

17. Skerries Islands SPA [004122] 



18. South Dublin Bay & River Tolka Estuary SPA (IE004024)   

19. South Dublin Bay SAC (IE000210)  

20. Wicklow Mountains SAC (002122) 

21. Wicklow Mountains SPA (004040) 

22. Poulaphouca reservoir SPA 

23. The Murrough SPA 

24. The North West Irish Sea candidate SPA (cSPA) 

 
For all above referred sites see Appendix 1 for each site name, corresponding code and qualifying 
interest (QI) for SACs and Special Conservation Interests (SCIs) for SPAs and the conservation 
objectives for each relevant SAC and SPA. 
 
For the location of all relevant SACôs are shown on a map in Appendix 2 and all relevant SPAs are 

shown on a map in Appendix 3.  The North West Irish Sea candidate SPA (cSPA) is shown in 

Appendix 4. 

 

There are no Natura 2000 sites directly linked to the proposed variation site. The subject site is not 

located on or located adjacent to such a site. The nearest Natura 2000 site, (Special Protection Area 

[SPA]: South Dublin Bay and River Tolka Estuary SPA, site code 004024) is 0.8 km.  See Figure A 

(close-up view) and Figure 1 city wide context) below. No water course runs through the subject site 

or connectes the lands to Natura 2000 sites.  As noted in the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 

(SFRA) report, accompanying this proposed variation, the variation site is classified as Flood Zone C 

with a low probability of flooding. 

  



 
Figure 1 designated sites in the wider vicinity of the subject site at 80 Philipsburgh Avenue, 

Dublin 3. 

 

1.3 Proposal 

 

The proposed variation of the Dublin City Development Plan 2022-2028 involves changing the land 

use zoning of a site (0.052ha) at 80 Philipsburgh Avenue, Dublin 3:  

 

From:  Zoning Objective Z9 ï To preserve, provide and improve recreational amenity, 

open space and ecosystem services 

To:      Zoning Objective Z1 ï To protect, provide and improve residential amenities. 

This proposed draft variation is delineated in red on the attached map, see Figure 2 below, as 

extracted from Map E, Volume 3 of the Dublin City Development Plan 2022 ï 2028.  

There are no specific objectives attaching to the site.  



 

Figure 2: Location of Proposed Variation (No. 4) to the Dublin City Development Plan 2022-

2028 located at 80 Philipsburgh Avenue, Dublin 3.  


