
City Hall Lighting Up Requests: 
 
Since the last meeting of the Protocol Committee there have been 8 requests to light 
City Hall as outlined below: 
 

1) Organisation: Feileacain - Still Birth & Neonatal Death Ass of Ireland. (Irish Charity). 
Cause: National Charity supporting families affected by perinatal loss. October is 

Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness month and each year on October 15th there is 
a global “Wave of Light” where across the World at 7pm candles, monuments, 
landmarks and buildings are lit in the campaign's colours, blue and pink in memory of 
our babies. The hope is that turning buildings and landmarks blue and pink it will spark 
conversations about baby loss and give bereaved parents and families an opportunity 
to talk about their precious babies. 
Date: 15th October 2021  

 
2) Organisation: The Down Syndrome Centre (Irish Charity). 

Cause: World Down Syndrome Day. World Down Syndrome Day occurs annually on 

the 21st March. The 21st day of the 3rd month, was selected to signify the uniqueness 
of the triplication (trisomy) of the 21st chromosome which causes Down syndrome. 
The Global awareness day aims to help raise awareness of what Down syndrome is, 
what it means to have Down syndrome, and hope people with Down syndrome play a 
vital role in our lives and communities. It is estimated that 1 in every 450 babies are 
born with Down Syndrome in Ireland and there are over 7000 people living with Down 
Syndrome in Ireland. 
Date: 21st March 2022  
 

3) Organisation: Recovery Academy Ireland (Irish Charity)  
Cause: International Recovery Day. A day when the lighting up of prominent buildings 

the colour across the globe will take place. This is part of a ‘leave a light on campaign 
that Recovery Academy Ireland will be prompting as part of this event, to highlight that 
recovery is possible and a cause for celebration. This process also helps in reducing 
the associated stigma of addiction recovery. 
Date: 30th September 2021 

 
4) Organisation: Colour the World Orange 

Cause: CRPS/RSD Awareness. Color the World Orange™ is an annual event held 

the first Monday of November to spread awareness of Complex Regional Pain 
Syndrome (CRPS), also known as Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy (RSD), a debilitating 
nerve condition characterized by continuous, intense, burning pain that is out of 
proportion to the severity of the original injury. Your support helps to bring visibility to 
a condition that too few people know about or understand and for which there is no 
cure. 
The sixth-annual Color the World Orange™ in 2019 was the largest yet with 176 
buildings, bridges and landmarks in nine countries including Niagara Falls, SSE 
Arena, Wembley in London, the CN Tower in Toronto, Eden Park in Auckland, New 
Zealand, Story Bridge in Brisbane, Australia and Mansion House in Dublin were lit 
orange for Color The World Orange ™. 
Date: 1st November 2021 

 
5) Organisation: CDH International (Global Not-for-Profit).  

Cause: The International Day of Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia Awareness. 

Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia (CDH) is a birth defect that affects 52,000 babies 
each year. It occurs when a baby's diaphragm fails to fully form, allowing abdominal 
organs into the chest cavity and preventing lung growth. 50% of babies born with CDH 



do not survive. The cause is unknown. CDH is as common as Spina Bifida and Cystic 
Fibrosis, yet there is no awareness and even less funding. 
Date: 19th April 2022  

 
 

6) Organisation: Soroptimist International Dublin (Irish NGO) 
Cause: "Orange the World" campaign which happens internationally under a 

UNESCO programme to raise awareness and show solidarity with women and children 
experiencing domestic violence. The campaign takes the format of lighting up one or 
more public buildings in orange for the 16 Days of Action for Violence Against Women. 
Date: 16 days from November 23rd  

 

 
7) Organisation: Alzheimer’s Foundation of America (American Not-for-Profit).  

Cause: Last year more than 310 landmarks around the world, including the iconic 

Empire State Building, participated in last year’s initiative. This support helps AFA 
shine a spotlight on Alzheimer’s disease and the impact it has on families around the 
globe. 
Date: 4th November 2021. 
 
Note : Alzheimers awareness month in Ireland is in September, the request is 
for Teal and the only colours available for City Hall include : White, Red, Green, 
Blue, Gold, Purple, Pink & Orange. 

 
8) Orgnaisation: Raising Awareness of Developmental Language Disorder International 

Committee 
Cause: Developmental language disorder (DLD) is a life-long condition characterised 

by significant and on-going difficulties learning spoken language. DLD affects a 
person’s ability to understand and/or use their native language for no known reason. 
These difficulties can in turn impact on a person’s social, emotional and academic 
functioning. The obstacles faced by people with DLD can be further compounded by a 
lack of understanding and support for their needs. Here in Ireland we want to increase 
awareness and recognition of Developmental Language Disorder within the wider 
community by shining a light on this hidden disability. International DLD Awareness 
Day is taking place on 15th October 2021. We would absolutely love if Dublin City 
Council would come on board and support us with our efforts this October. We would 
be thrilled to have any of your buildings light up on the day!  
Date: 15th October 2021 (Please note this date clashes with the request from 

Feileacain - Still Birth & Neonatal Death Ass of Ireland) 
  
 

Following the publication of the agenda, 2 additional requests were received: 

 Organisation :  Dublin Fire Brigade  
 Cause :   Fire Safety Week 
 Date :    4th – 10th October 
 

 Organisation :  Thrombosis Ireland 
Cause :  World Thrombosis Day is a celebration of those who have 

survived and creates awareness for those who may be at risk 
in the future. 

 



Thrombosis Ireland is a registered charity supporting Patients and 
families affected by blood clots and lighting the building would very 
much help their Awareness Campaign.  They will have advertisements 
on local radio around the country including 2 in Dublin for 3 weeks 
either side of World Thrombosis Day. City hall in Cork have agreed to 
light up their building on the day also.  

 
Date :   13th October 2021 

 

  



The City Hall: Special Lighting Policy adopted earlier this year sets the following 
criteria: 

1) The Protocol Committee may agree to light City Hall for occasions that are significant 
in the wider community. The occasions on which the Protocol Committee will light City 
Hall will include: 
 

a) International Women’s Day, 8th March – Purple 
b) Saint Patrick’s Day, 17th March – Green 
c) Holocaust Memorial Day, 27th January Day - Purple 
d) Republic Day, 24th April - Green  
e) May Day, 1st May - Red 
f) Europe Day, 9th May - Blue 
g) Human Rights Day, 10th December – Blue 

 

2) The Protocol Committee may grant permission for special lighting in connection with 
other occasions, if the requests originates from the following: 

a) A registered charity, or a public-sector or a community or other non-profit 
making organisation. 

b) Elected Members of Dublin City Council. 
c) The Lord Mayor 

 

3) Individuals and commercial organisations may not apply for special lighting. 

 

4) The number of special lighting events will be limited to 12 in a calendar year although 
the Protocol Committee may vary this at its discretion. 
 

5) Approval for special lighting will be considered only when such lighting is in connection 
with one or more of the following: 

a) In support of a charitable cause 
b) An event of exceptional local, national or international significance and/or 

achievement. 
c) An event of constitutional or democratic significance. 
d) A significant anniversary of a significant local, national or international event. 
e) An event that is considered as being of significant benefit to Dublin City from a 

promotional, reputational or engagement perspective. 
f) An event being held in City Hall but only where this also meets one of the above 

criteria at a) to e) in this paragraph. 
 

6) Requests for special lighting will not be approved where such lighting is: 

a) Linked to business that is currently before the City Council, unless otherwise 
deemed appropriate by the Protocol Committee; and/or 

b) Linked to a party political issue, or a campaigning issue that is novel, 
contentious or politically sensitive, unless otherwise deemed appropriate by the 
Protocol Committee; and/or 

c) Obviously contentious and risks reputational damage to the City Council; 
and/or 

d) Generates a commercial advantage; and/or 
e) Is not in keeping with the purpose and dignity of the building. 

 

 


