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COMHAIRLE CATHRACH BHAILE ÁTHA CLIATH 

 

 
Miontuairiscí Chruinniú Buiséid Míosúil a tionóladh ar 10 Samhain 2014 i Seomra na 
Comhairle, Halla na Cathrach, Cnoc Chorcaí ag 6.45 i.n. 
 
I Láthair an tArdmheara Christy Burke sa chathaoir 

 

 
1. The Lord Mayor opened the meeting by thanking the Head of Finance and  her staff for 

their efforts in producing a budget in what has been difficult economic circumstances. 
The Lord Mayor then invited Ms Kathy Quinn, Head of Finance, to speak on the budget 
proposals. She began by thanking the Members for their co-operation in the budget 
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preparatory process and also thanked all her staff for their hard work. She then gave a 
presentation on the budget proposals before the meeting. For full details see Appendix 
A to these Minutes.  
 

2. Motions to amend the draft Budget were then submitted for consideration: (See 
Appendix B for full details of all submitted motions). During the discussion that 
followed, Members spoke to their motions/amendments but firstly thanked the Head of 
Finance and her staff for all their efforts in framing this budget in difficult circumstances. 
Many Members welcomed the Council’s continued commitment to assisting small 
businesses through the reduction in the commercial rate, the recognition of the 
importance of the 2016 commemorations and increased funding for services such as 
footpath maintenance, cleansing and area offices which are appreciated at a local level. 
They were satisfied that the budget was able to maintain frontline services as well as 
delivering the 15% reduction in the LPT.          
 
Members recognised the continuing concerns over issues relating to the Housing 
situation in Dublin City, particularly for the most vulnerable, such as the homeless and 
the unemployed. These concerns were further exacerbated by the introduction of Water 
Charges. Some Members expressed their opposition to the funding model for Local 
Government which relies on what they termed as the regressive Local Property Tax and 
said they considered the budget as a reinforcement of the austerity measures imposed 
by central government since 2008.            
 

3. It was moved by Councillor M Flynn and seconded by Councillor V Jackson “That the 
question to agree the amended budget be put forthwith” Following a vote, the question 
was defeated and the debate continued. For full details of the vote, (Vote No 1), see 
Appendix D to these minutes. Ms Kathy Quinn replied to the issues raised by Members 
during their contributions to the debate and clarified the impact of the various aspects of 
the amended draft budget.   

 
4. It was formally proposed by Councillor S McGrattan and seconded by Councillor R 

McGinley “That Dublin City Council hereby adopts the Budget for the local financial year 
ending 31st December, 2015 as set forth in Tables A and B attached hereunder, as 
amended appropriately by Motion No. 2 in Appendix B.” The motion was put to a vote 
and carried. Tables A and B are attached to these minutes. For full details of the vote, 
see Appendix E to these minutes. (Vote No 2). 

 
5. It was moved by Councillor R McGinley and seconded by Councillor V Jackson “It is 

hereby resolved under section 71 of the Local Government (Dublin) Act 1930 as 
amended by section 31 of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 that owners of vacant 
premises which are located within all nine Dublin City Local Electoral Areas shall be 
entitled to claim and receive 50% (fifty percent) rates refund for the 2015 local financial 
year and that the proportion of rates refund shall operate within the meaning of section 
14(1) of the Act”. The resolution was put to a vote and carried. For full details of the 
vote, see Appendix F to these minutes. (Vote No 3). Full details are outlined in item 4, 
Appendix C to these minutes. 
 

6. It was moved by Councillor S McGrattan and seconded by Councillor R McGinley “That 
Dublin City Council hereby determines in accordance with the said Budget, appropriately 
amended, as adopted, the annual rate on valuation of 0.256 to be levied in the City of 
Dublin for the several purposes specified in the said adopted Budget as appropriately 
amended for the local financial year ending 31st December, 2015” The motion was put to 
a vote and carried. For full details of the vote, see Appendix G to these minutes. (Vote 
No 4). 
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7. Submitted Motions  

 
 Motion No.1 as proposed by Councillors M O’Brien, C Perry and  P Dunne.  

The motion was deemed to be out of order.  
 
 Motion No.2 as proposed by Sinn Fein, Labour Party, Green Party and 

Independent Councillors.  
This motion was agreed at Item 4 above. 
 

 Motion No.3 as proposed by Fianna Fáil.  
The motion was deemed to have fallen. 

 
 Motion No.4 as proposed by Councillor D Costello and seconded by Councillor P 

McAuliffe.  
The motion was put and carried. 

 
 Motion No.5a as proposed by the People Before Profit Alliance.   

The motion was deemed to have fallen. 
 
 Motion No.5b as proposed by the People Before Profit Alliance.   

The motion was deemed to be out of order.  
 
 Motion No.5c as proposed by the People Before Profit Alliance.   

The motion was deemed to have fallen. 
 

 Motion No.6 as proposed by Councillor T McVeigh and seconded by Councillor 
Janice Boylan. 
The motion was referred by the City Council to Finance and Emergency 
Services SPC for further consideration. 

 
Please see Appendix B to these minutes for full details of all motions. 

 
 

The Lord Mayor thanked the Members, the Chief Executive, the Head of Finance and her 
staff for all their efforts to arrive at an agreed budget in difficult circumstances. The meeting 
concluded at 9.00pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Correct. 
 
 
________________________                           _________________________ 
    LORD MAYOR                                               MEETINGS ADMINISTRATOR  
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DUBLIN CITY COUNCIL
STATUTORY BUDGET MEETINGSTATUTORY BUDGET MEETING

DRAFT REVENUE BUDGET 2015
CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2015 – 2017CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2015 2017

10th November 2014

Draft Budget Summary 2015

Adopted 2014
€

Draft 2015
€

Movement
€€ € €

Gross Expenditure 802.7 771.3 -31.4

Gross Income 422.9 366.1 -56.8

Net Expenditure 379.8 405.2 25.4

Funded by

Net Credit Balance 18.8 26.2 7.4

Commercial Rates 342.3 334.1 -8.2

LPT / GPG 2.7 28.7 26.0

Pension Levy Deduction 16.0 16.2 0.2

Total 379.8 405.2 25.4
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Credit Balance 2014 Outturn

Expenditure €m Income €m

Net credit balance of €26.2m

Management Fees 0.5 NPPR 9.5

Gas Boilers 1.4 Investment Income 1.0

Homeless 9.0 Parking Meters 1.0

Roads BDP -2.3 Housing Rents -1.8

Water BDP -3.2 IPB Dividend 0.4

Development -1.0 Homeless Income 7.7Development 1.0 Homeless Income 7.7

CRA -1.0

Motor Tax -1.8

Rates BDP -6.7

CMC Department -1.8

Area Offices -0.4

Commercial Rates

€m

Rates Income 2015 334.1

Rates Income 2014 342.3

Net Difference -8.2

L   R l ti 5 1Loss on Revaluation -5.1

Reduction in ARV of 1% -3.4

NEV Buoyancy 0.3

-8.2
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Rates – Vacancy Refunds

• Local Government Reform Act makes determining 
level of vacancy refund per electoral area a level of vacancy refund per electoral area a 
reserved function

• In DCC a 50% vacancy refund rate applies under 
the Dublin 1930 act.

• Value of refunds range between €12m - €15m

• Budget strategy based on retaining 50% vacancy 
refund rate

LPT Income 

€m

Per Circular Fin 14/2014 100% Dublin City 82 6Per Circular Fin 14/2014 – 100% Dublin City 82.6

Per Circular Fin 14/2014 – 20% 16.5

Per Circular Fin 14/2014 – 80% retained LPT 66.1

Less 15% Reduction 12.4

LPT Funding 2015 53.7

Roads per Circular Fin 17/2014 5.7

Self Funding for housing capital grants per Fin 17/2014 25.0

Self funding for Capital loan and Subsidy Scheme (CLSS) 16.1

Previous GPG Allocation (in funding base) 2.7

Additional Funding included in draft budget 4.2

53.7
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Government Grants

Grants by Dept / Body
2015

€
2014

€
2014R

€€ € €

Environment, Community & Local Gov. 82,349,657 61,030,984 74,299,975

National Roads Authority 2,076,000 8,961,000 7,975,962

Children & Youth Affairs 1,441,328 1,456,789 1,441,328

Enterprise Ireland 1,306,629 1,349,874 1,136,997

Education & Skills 784,100 4,239,100 3,139,100

Social Protection 672,500 620,000 632,000

Health 650,502 926,059 932,614

Other Departments 1,620,785 1,416,309 1,795,917

90,901,501 80,000,115 91,353,893

Government Grants (cont.)

2014R vs 2014 Adopted

An increase of €11 4m primarily due to the following:An increase of €11.4m primarily due to the following:
• Increase of €4m for Homeless, €8.9m for payment of 

Water/Drainage Loan Charges

• Decrease of €1m in NRA grants and €1.1m in HEGs

2015 vs 2014 Adoptedp

An increase of €10.9m due to:
• Increase of €11.1m for Homeless, €1m for Social 

Leasing & €9m for payment of Water/Drainage Loan 
Charges

• Decrease of €6.8m in NRA grants and €3.5m for HEGs
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Goods & Services

2015
€m

2014
€m

2014R
€m€m €m €m

Goods & Services Income 275.2 342.9 303.6

Housing Rents 71.0 72.8 71.0

Housing Loans/Charges 11.6 12.1 10.9

Parking Fines/Charges 28 6 28 5 29 3Parking Fines/Charges 28.6 28.5 29.3

Irish Water 51.8 118.1 64.9

Planning Fees 1.3 1.0 1.1

Local Authority Contributions 57.8 54.7 57.2

Culture, Rec & Amenity 5.0 4.7 4.6

NPPR Income

• Additional yield over budget + €9.5m (2014)

E i d i ld f  2015 €1 5• Estimated yield for 2015 - €1.5m

• Arrears are fixed, not accumulating

• No further measures under discussion that are likely 
to accelerate payments

• Significant loss of resource in 2015g

2014 Budget 2014 Outturn 2015 Budget

€2.5m €12.0m €1.0m
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Expenditure Analysis
2015 € 2014 € 2014R €

Gross Expenditure 771,315,213 802,677,866 746,266,943

Water Services – Irish Water SLA 52,902,766 106,338,189 66,076,565

Higher Education Grants (G0501) 845,000 4,300,000 3,200,000g ( ) , , , , ,

Refunds & Irrecoverable Rates BDP (H0303) 46,600,000 54,667,951 47,900,000

Bad Debt Provisions (Excl Rates) 8,979,250 12,799,500 6,471,069

Housing Loans (A0801) 10,973,488 11,717,039 10,300,630

Homeless (A0501 & A0502) 59,219,887 43,107,074 52,114,606

RAS (A0701 & A0702) 21,785,529 20,533,973 20,552,243

Housing Grants (A0901 & A0903) 8,531,974 9,254,661 8,530,092

CLSS Loan Chagres 16,138,000 0 0

Non Mortgage Loans 11,817,995 15,339,043 10,905,718

Claims 12,094,500 9,009,205 10,721,274

Motor Tax (H1001) 6,347,798 9,379,447 7,611,324

Contingency Fund 5,100,000 0 0

Net Expenditure – Other Services 509,979,026 506,231,784 501,883,422

Key Budget Issues – Housing

• Costs of Management Fees require additional funding of €500k in 
2014 and 2015 (combined €1m)

• Programme of servicing gas boilers requires additional funding of 
€1.2m in 2014 and €1m in 2015 (combined €2.2m)

• Other costs in housing maintenance stabilised or reduced as overall 
trend is €2m additional spend in 2014 and €0.6m in 2015

• No changes to rents scheme, domestic refuse charge,  boiler 
maintenance charge pending clarification of arrangements for new 
rental scheme

• Disabled Persons Grants:

2015 (€m) 2014 (€m) 2014R (€m)

Expenditure 8.5 9.3 8.5

Income 4.7 5.4 4.7

Net 3.8 3.9 3.8
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Homeless Services
2015
€m

% 2014
€m

% 2014R
€m

%

Total Expenditure 59.2 43.1 52.1

Income

DoECLG 42.4 71.6% 30.9 71.7% 35.3 67.8%

DLA 3.5 5.9% 0.4 0.9% 3.5 6.7%

HSE 0.5 0.8% 0.8 1.9% 0.8 1.5%

Misc 0.5 0.8% 0.5 1.2% 0.6 1.2%

Non DCC Income 46.9 79.2% 32.6 75.6% 40.2 77.2%

DCC Funding (Deficit) 12.3 20.8% 10.5 24.4% 11.9 22.8%

Total Income 59.20 43.10 52.10

Key Budget Issues - Roads

• Increased costs of claims €1.2m in 2014 and €2.2m in 
20152015

• Payroll savings and recoupments from NTA

• Additional cost of Signal Variable Message Sign 
maintenance of €1.4m combined

• Parking meter income increased by €700k in 2014

• No increase budgeted for in 2015 due to Luas works

• Probable further impact in 2016

• Contractor maintenance across revenue and capital 
with slight increase in 2015 
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Division C – Water Services

2015 2014 2014R

Expenditure

DCC Water Services 13,127,840 13,037,840 10,286,038

DoECLG (Loan Charges) 9,047,433 0 8,889,697

IW Services 52,902,766 119,159,367 66,076,565

Total Div C Expenditure 75,078,039 132,197,207 85,252,300

I i h W  IIrish Water Income

IW Services 52,902,766 119,159,367 66,076,565

Less Superannuation (1,113,713) (1,050,841 (1,209,660)

IW Income 51,789,053 118,108,526 64,866,905

Key Budget Issues – Development Management

• Staff costs re SDZ increased in 2015 to €600k

• Planning fees up by €400k across 2014 and 2015

• Dublin Bikes Scheme has a net cost of €200k in 2015 
after sponsorshipafter sponsorship

ITEM 04c APPENDIX A



9

Key Budget Issues – Waste & Fire

• No service impact although spend reductions due to:
• Savings in legal fees of €2.1m  combinedg g
• Savings on Street Cleaning through:

Management Restructuring €250k

Disposal Costs €150k

Fuel €300k

• Fire: Net increase of €700k in 2014 and €1.2m in 2015

•

Other €300k

Total €1m

Key Budget Issues – CRA

• Additional costs of opening Ballyfermot for a full 
year - €200k

• Costs incurred (€480k combined in 2014 and 
2015) re Temple Bar Cultural Trust billed to the 
company

• Additional €100k for tree pruning
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Key Budget Issues – Motor Tax, CMC and Areas

• Motor Tax savings of €4.8m combined
• 2014 - €1.8m

• 2015 - €3.0m

• Investment earnings (combination of reduced 
overdraft costs and increased investment income -
€1m (2014)

• €2.7m savings achieved across CMC Departments

• €0.6m savings achieved in Area Office structure

Sources of Funding 2015

€90.90m
11 79%€28 72m

€16.20m
2.10%

€26.23m
3.40%

11.79%

€275.19
35.68%

€28.72m
3.72%

Government Grants

Goods & Services

Rates

LPT / GPG

Pension Levy Deduct.

€334.08m
43.31%

Net Credit Balance

Total: €771.32m
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Capital Programme 2015 - 2017

Capital Expenditure

Housing & Building € 338.6m

Road Transport & Safety € 94.7m

Surface Water Drainage & Flood Relief 
Works

€ 35.1m

Development Incentives & Controls € 34.8m

Environmental Protection €15.3m

Recreation & Amenity € 38.3m

Miscellaneous Services € 11.7m

Total Capital Investment € 568.5m

Capital Programme 2015 - 2017

Capital FundingCap ta u d g

Grants € 338.2m

Other Income €149.5m

Levies €41.8m

Development Income € 34.2mDevelopment Income € 34.2m

Loans € 4.8m

Total Funding €568.5m
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Housing

Repossessions/
Mortgage to

Housing
2015-2017 €338.6m

Social 
€49.7m

Voluntary 
€60.2m

Mortgage to 
Rent €70.7m

BRL €1.1m

Regeneration & 
Refurbishment 

€144m

Travellers 
€12.0m

Housing

• Social Housing Schemes include 
B  P k  M ll R d Bl b ll R d• Buttercup Park, Maxwell Road,Bluebell Road.

• Regeneration/Refurbishment
• O’Devaney Gardens, Dominick Street, Dolphin House, 

Croke Villas BunrattyRoad,Crampton Buildings,Pyrite
Works, PrioryHall, Improved Regulatory Standards 
,Voids, Energy Efficiency Works, Boiler Replacement 
Programme
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Roads

Blackhorse LED Improvement Project

Roads Projects
2015 – 2017 €94.7m

Avenue Section 2 
€2m

Refurbishment of 
Carriageways & 
Footpaths €7.6m

Traffic 
Management 

Measures 

Public Lighting Pole 
Replacement €6.0m

NTA Schemes
€58.5m

€7.8m

Bridge Projects 
€4.3m

Surface Water, Drainage and Flood Relief Works

Dodder 
E t Ri

Poddle
River Flood 

Surface Water, 
Drainage and Flood 

Relief Works
2015 – 2017 €35.1m

Flood Work 
€3.8m

Flooding 
Emergency 
Work €2.2m

Clontarf Flood 
Relief
€5.5m

Eastern River 
Basin District 
Study €5.9m

Alleviation 
€2.3m

Ballymun
Regeneration 

Projects €6.1m 

Sandymount
Flood Defences 

Phase 1 & 2  
€3.3m
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Development Incentives & Control

Henrietta 
Derelict Site

Development 
Incentives & Control
2015 – 2017 €34.7m

Street 1916 
Project €2m

Derelict Site 
Revolving 
Fund €5m

Refurbishment 
of Markets 

€3.0m
DDDA SDZ Public 
Realm Strategy & 

Implementation €2.7m

Environmental Protection

Street

Environmental 
Protection

2015 – 2017 €15.3m

Street 
Sweeping 

Fleet €2.1m
Fire Protection  

€1.8m

Ballymun
Boilerhouse

Repurpose Project 
House €3.4m
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Culture, Recreation & Amenity

Libraries & Parnell Square

Community 
Facilities Plan 

& I f t t

Culture, Recreation & 
Amenity

2015 – 2017 €38.3m

Galleries 
€3.4m

Dubline
€3.4m

Parnell Square 
Cultural Quarter 

€1.8m

& Infrastructure 
Docklands€3m

Parks & Open 
Spaces €12m

Area Based 
Projects €3.6m Leisure & 

Sports Facilities
€5.5

Refurbishment 
of Richmond 

Barracks €3.1m

Other Projects

IS I f t t
Mansion House 

Other Projects
2015 – 2017 €11.7m

IS Infrastructure 
Project €4.3m

& City Hall 
Refurbishment 

€1.2m

Provision of alternative 
accommodation for 
City Morgue €1.7m Civic Offices Works 

€4m 
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Resolutions for Consideration

1. Decision to vary the level of Vacancy Refund 

that apply in individual local electoral areas

2 Adoption of Annual Budget for 20152. Adoption of Annual Budget for 2015

3. Adoption of General Rate on Valuation

For Noting

1. Consideration of Capital Programme 2015 

- 2017
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